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TRANSLITERATION KEY 



' (a slight catch in the 
breath) 


k 

1 

a 

J 

1 

wJ 

b 

f 

m 

o 

t (has an ’h’ sound at the 
end of a sentence) 

a 

n 


th (as in 'thorn') 

0 

h (as in 'help') 

c 

j 

J 

w 

C 

h 

wa 

y (as in 'yellow') 

c 

kh ('ch' in Scottish locfy) 


Vowels 


d (the hard 'th' in 'the') 

m 

a (slightly softer than the 'u' in 
'but'; an 

i 

dh (the soft 'th' in 'the') 

** 

i (as in ’in’); in 

) 

r 


u ('oo' in 'book'); un 

) 

z 

M 

A (elongated a, as when you 
would stretch the 'a' in plastic 

s 

s 

j • 

0 ('u' in 'glue') 

s 

sh 

s* 

1 in ('feet') 

s 

s 


Stress symbol, indicated by 
repetition of letter 

J> 

d 



u 

t 


Honourifics 


z 


Glorified and Most High 

t 

V 


May Allah's blessings and 
peace be upon him 

t 

gh (similar to the French 
r) 

m 

May peace be upon him 

J 

f 

& 

May Allah be pleased with 
him/them 

J 

q (heavy k, from the 
throat) 

• I 

May the mercy of Allah be 
upon him 
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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE 


A)-*) ^ »*u^ . 

The book before you is a masterpiece. It is a collection of in-depth 
research and fulfills a great need. Upon meeting the author during 
his visit to South Africa, I was told that it was written in order to 
clarify the belief regarding Hadrat Mahdi since seeing that a 
lot of incorrect information is easily available on the internet and 
through other sources. Many have fallen and many are falling into 
believing many strange things regarding Hadrat Mahdi 4s,. 

In order to increase the readership and popularity of this 
book, I have tried to the best of my ability to translate simply and 
make the book as reader friendly as possible. For this reason, 
certain places have not been translated word-for-word; rather the 
intended meaning has been presented. Many Urdu and Arabic 
words cannot be translated. These have been explained in the 
footnotes. Similarly, we have presented an explanation or 
definition of the technical words throughout the book. (The 
author personally granted me permission to do this.) In addition, 
we have made certain minor additions in the text to ease the flow 
of language. Footnotes added by the translator or additions in the 
text have been indicated by the sign [T], i.e. translator. May Allah 
in His infinite mercy and grace accept this translation and 
make it a means of success and salvation. Amin 

Abdullah Moolla 

Madrasah 'Arabia Islamia, Azaadville 
19 Shawwal 1431, 28 September 2010 


FOREWORD 

Maulana Abu Bakr Ghazipuri damat barakdtuhu 
Editor of the Monthly Zam Zam 
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Maulana Mufti Mahmud Hafizji is a capable, knowledgeable 
young graduate and teacher. He has great enthusiasm for 
knowledge, and his gaze is focused on the delicate matters of the 
time. Refuting the deviated sects is his specialty. He believes it his 
responsibility to defend truth and he fulfils it too. 

Let alone the masses, very few among the elite possess 
correct information with regards to Hadrat 1 Mahdi 
Understanding the pressing need, Mufti Mahmud has presented 
authentic and verifiable information about Hadrat Mahdi - 
who is one of the signs of Qiydmah. This enthusiasm and fervour 
prompted him to compile the book before you. 

All praise is due to Allah for Mufti Mahmud has collected a 
lot of information about Hadrat Mahdi in this book. Generally, 
the masses are unaware of this. Allah willing, this book will serve 
to add to their knowledge. May Allah accept his effort. 

Muhammad Abu Bakr Ghazipuri 


' Hadrat is an Urdu term used before the name of a luminary, whether a nabi, a 
sahabi, a scholar or pious person. It is translated as 'dignified', 'superior', etc. It has 
been left untranslated because it generates more respect and honour for the 
person it refers to. It is used mainly in Urdu works and is used throughout this 

hook as well. - [T] 
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FOREWORD 

Hadrat MauUna Abdul Alin, Fart qi Lakhnawi dim* 
arakatuhu, Son of Imam Ahl us Sunnah 

r/dir h fsZ m ,he appearance ° f M - ha ^ u p°u .he 

d^rifl d r , nam ' ed ta ‘ US regard ' Tbe schoUrs °f before 
landed thri reality which i s no , hidden from the scholarly class 

.hisb^dt:^;— m r ous ways resarding 

cannot be regarded as serviced,o , V. “ d 

(May 1 ^ i h h0n0 r blC |, H f T MaUl4 " 5 M “ ft! MaimW 

M y Allah protect hun) has clarified this matter with great 
T ” ' he b f ° ok before fou. This service unto knowledge and 

twa°„d * E PPreCia, r b ' 8rea ' «*“* *« 

ulema and the masses in the study of this book 

• We u mal ; e du * ,bat A 1151 ' beeps the honourable Mufti well 
and may He bless him with more divine ability. 

Abdul Alim Faruqi 
23 September 2004 


Plural o (Athar. Majority of the scholars o7iiadith define Athar ;u , . ■ , 

narrations, [irshad Usui ul Hadith d ttl fTk a « • , X qUj 

be i- the ensuing footnotes./- [TJ “ ° f 

time. - [T] 8 S atters, the Arabic word is used most of the 
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FOREWORD 

Mufti Ahmad Khanpuri damat barakdtuhu 
Head Mufti of Jami a Dabhel 

None is aware of the actual time of occurrence of Qiydmah except 
Allah *5®. It is narrated in Hadith e Jibril* that Hadrat Jibril 
asked Nabi "When will Qiydmah occur?" Nabi ^ replied, "The 
questioned about it is no more knowledgeable than the 
questioner." 

The meaning of this is that I am unaware of the correct time 
just as you are. However, there are various signs of Qiydmah that 
have been explained in the Quran and Hadith. These have been 
classified into two categories by the ulemd', namely, 'aldmdt e 
sughra (the minor signs) and ‘aldmdt e kubra (the major signs). 
The appearance of the Mahdi is explained to be the first of the 
major signs. 

In Arabic, Mahdi refers to someone who is guided. 
Considering this meaning, there has been many and will be many 
who would be titled Mahdi. The Mahdi that is discussed 
concerning Qiydmah is a special individual. A lot of detail about 
this Mahdi is found in different Ahadith. Consequently, scholars 
have been lifting their pens, writing about this promised Mahdi 
from a long time already. As Qiydmah approaches and Muslims 
on an international level undergo different tests and calamities, 
naturally, the desire for the promised Mahdi increases. Taking this 
internal condition and fervour of the Muslims into consideration, 

1 Hadith e Jibril is a lengthy Hadith recorded in Sahib Muslim and other Hadith 
collections. It details an incident that took place towards the end of the life of 
Rasulullah % in which Hadrat Jibril came to Rasulullah in the form of a man 
and posed various questions about Islam, im&n, ihsdn and Qiydmah. - [T] 
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many people spread baseless theories about the appearance of the 
proved mm: „ „ necessary in these conditions to info™ ^ 
°peo t e authenticnarrat.ons regardingthe'promised Mahdi 
Consequently, Mufti Mahmud Birdoli (May Allah protect 
hmt) has prepared this treat.se after studying the Ahadith L the 
ommentaries thereof, as we., as the previous booh [wrftten 
( )] on this subject. Allah willing, it will be of benefit and we 

effori'“ Pr ° Ve '° ^ 3 gUW£ - ^ -P< 


Dictated by: 

(Mufti) Ahmad Khanpuri 
6 Dhu al Qa'dah 1427 


AUTHOR'S PREFACE 

Qiyamah is a certainty. However, we have not been informed of a 
specific date concerning its occurrence. Nevertheless, special 
signs of it have been explained clearly in the Qur an and Hadith. A 
major sign from amongst these is the appearance of Hadrat 
Mahdi 4®- A number of Muslims are desirous of the appearance 
of the Mahdi considering the conditions that the Muslim ummah 
faces today. Allamah Safarini states: 

<c»j}U j»LoNl ol Ujl 


(*4^31 jijjVl 

The appearance of the Imam to be followed, Leader of Imams, 
Muhammad Mahdi is the first sign from the major ones (close to 
Qiyamah). 

Also, the appearance of the Mahdi is a reality that there is no 
reason to deny it. Approximately five years ago, the members of 
the consultation committee of Jami a Islamia Ta lim ud Din, 
Dabhel/Simlak decided to establish a department that would 
specialize in refuting the deviated sects. The changed name of this 
department is 'Tahaffuz e Shariah'} The subject of 'Ihtisab e 
Qadiyaniyyat 16 fell to the lot of the author as part of this 
department. From amongst the various claims made by Mirza 
Qadiyani is the claim of being the Mahdi and Masih. When I 


s 'Protection of the Shari ah' 
* 'Scrutiny of Qadiyinism' 


15 


14 

made the students of Hadith write the following subject matter 
(backed by proof): 

'Leave out Masih and Mahdi, Mirza can never be a respected 
human being. Also, none of the descriptions of Mahdi that are 
explained in the Ahadith fit Mirza Qadiyani in any way 
whatsoever.', it came across my heart that the subject matter 
related to the Mahdi should be collected separately and be 
presented to the ummah. With this purpose in mind, an effort was 
made to collect all the authentic and established information 
about the Mahdi. At the same time, 'weak' information would be 
alluded to. 

Much incorrect information has become famous and 
common right into our circles. For example, there will be an 
announcement from the sky when the Mahdi appears and there 
will be an eclipse in the month of Ramadan. Effort has been made 
to provide authentic guidance about this as well. References from 
the books I have benefited from have also been provided. 

Concerning the Ahadith on this subject, some people have 
said, 'All the clear Ahadith with regards to Mahdi are not 
authentic, and those that are authentic are not clear.' Maulana 
Abdur Rahman Bawa - an active member of 'Alami Majlis 
Tahaffuz e Khatm e Nubuwwah', London - gifted "Aqida Zuhftr e 
Mahdi Ahadith ki Roshtti me' of Mufti Nizam ud Din Shamzi 
Shahid to me. Mufti Nizam ud Din Shamzi had 
collected approximately fifty Ahadith on this subject in this book. 
He went to great lengths in the explanation of the narrators of 
each Hadith. By means of this, the baseless reality of these 
statements became clear. The famous research scholar, Mufti 
Muhammad Taqi Uthmani greatly praised this book in an article 
published in 'Al Balagh' (written upon the martyrdom of Mufti 


a a t1i . author (Mufti Bardoli) has taken 
Nizam ud Din Shamzi)- . the Ahadith on this 

maximum benefit from this book conce8 h 

subject. 1 have providedthenanaes ^ « 

books and commentaries of was prepared, 1 

quoted here. Once the manuscnp o Mau ii n a Abu Bakr 

<Alim F ^ qi (M 7 ^ 

r r m in their 

brother, Mufti Asad Khanpfiri also unproved mad 

My second affectionate mentor, Maulana Mufa Ah ^ 

, so read the -“^"auabt rso strove in every 
Sr-SXW, May All* * reward them 

With the best of rewards. ^ here has been 

A tTreC^tfha! been left ou, in this 

placed at the end o ^ ^ more research on thrs 

SHU 1 place my scholar*, ZZZ 'iTJSS 
"''“tmSIef “eTu^ K is hoped that the readers will 

Mav Allah save me from the evil X 
and bad deeds, and mav He bless this book with acceptance. 

ai xM o' 

Mahmud bin Mauland Sulaynaan H** »tadoU 
Umi'a IslamiaTa'Um ud Din, Dibhel/Sunlak, Gu,arat 
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# 

qiyAmah and the signs of qiyAmah 


The advent of QiyAmah is a certainty. Many people throughout 
the world believe and accept the concept of Qiydmah in some 
form or the other. For us Muslims, the advent of Qiydmah is a 
very important belief from amongst the foundational beliefs. 
However, knowledge of the specific time at which Qiydmah will 
come to pass lies solely with Allah $f. In Surah Luqman Allah % 
states, 

ipLUl pue- oJ Lp ail d)l 


Verily the knowledge of (when) Qiydmah (will come) is only with 
Allah. [Surah Luqman 31:34] 


In Surah al A rdf (the High Wall), Allah M states, 

M YpALmJ* jU ipLlJl dlj jJULp 




They ask you (O Muhammad M) about Qiydmah, when will it 
occur? Say, "The knowledge of this is with my Rabb (only Allah 
knows when it will occur). Only He will make it appear in its time. 
[Surah alA raf (the High Wall) 7: 187] 

The Quraysh of Makkah Mukarramah used to ask 
Rasulullah 3H concerning Qiydmah, sometimes using family ties 
(as a pretext to get a convincing reply), and sometimes using the 
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question of Qiydmah as a yardstick of his nubuwwah. They asked 
"If you are truly a messenger, then why do you not inform us of 
which year and which date will Qiydmah occur?" However, every 
, ime they received the same reply that, the knowledge of it lies 
solely with my Rabb. No angel or messenger was given knowledge 
about it. lbn Kathir Jk- writes in clarification of this, 

i/iY° jfs . jwd' (> j^^ 3 


The knowledge of Qiydmah lies not with you, nor with any of the 
creation. The knowledge of it is with Allah. He alone is aware of it 
and its precise time.’ 7 

The Noble Quran has explained this reality with just this 
much clarity. Despite this, many people involve themselves m 
researching the time of the advent of Qiydmah. They mix Isra i If 
and other narrations, and spend their entire worldly existence in 
the futile effort of researching and specifying the time of Qiydmah. 
This is useless and to no avail. Allah M farther admonished such 


people, 



(It) will appear suddenly. [Surah al A rdf (the High Wall) 7:187] 


1 Tafsir lbn Kathir vol.4 p.425 

* In the exegesis of certain Qur anic verses we find statements of Jews an 
t hnstians regarding their history and explanation of certain events. We have been 
, ommanded by Rasulullah *5 not to verify them or to belie them, but to believe in 
wlut Allah & and His Messenger % have told us. - [T] 
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It will come upon you in such a manner that none will have 
the slightest thought of it. 

f y ■ JL-* (J— J 4-1p -ojI ail ot 4^ -oil ZjJjA gj Jf. 

lj_^T ^LJI LaIjj c~_*II> lilJ t ^JJaJ ipLJl 

L-rUl J ^~r~S j' Jr* iy o& £ 'rUl ^ ^ ‘ 

'i/j 4—ilajLli ^L* 1 ^ - -> IfttJ-J y^—j -L-S J ipUl ^jAjjclJ . I Jj>- 

C 4 ^A_J 4_^jjJ ^^-—Li ( J_>- k-j j .. f3 i l -li_J 4 pLJ| ^5i]j i <iLjJai 

£*j Jaj apI— ll j I 4-i {J i~j >Ls 4-sPJaJL y>j <pl—!l jyi_^ilj 

^ ^jU^Jl . I ^ ■ »>»Ian *A> <j aiiSl 

Hadrat Abu Hurayrah narrates that Rasululldh M said, 
"Qiydmah will not occur until the sun rises from the west. When the 
sun rises from the west and the people will see it, they will all believe. 
However, it will be that time in which the belief (imdn) of none will be 
accepted. Qiyamah will come upon you so suddenly that two people 
will be involved in the sale of material. They will not be able to 
complete the transaction nor will they be able to fold the material. 
Qiyamah will come upon you so suddenly that a person will take up 
his utensil of his animal's milk but he will not be able to drink it. 
Qiyamah will come upon you so suddenly that a person will be 
cleaning his pond for water but he will not be able to use it. Qiydmah 


wt ll come upon you so suddenly that a person will lift up a morsel to 

nit but he will not be able to eat it. 

In summary, the knowledge of the precise moment of 
( hydmah lies with Allah m alone. However, Allah M has informed 
us of many signs through His truthful messenger. Our belief is 
that the word of Allah M is definite, and whatever Allah ft has 
Informed us will undoubtedly happen. This system of the 
universe is subservient to the command of Allah M. It is for t is 
reason that before Qiydmah, the world will change according to 
what we have been told in the Qur'an and Hadith. Allah ft states, 

41)1 J i-0 ^ 

There is nothing that can change the words (decrees and promises) of 
Allah. [Surah Yunus 10:64] 

Therefore, the occurrence of all the signs of Qiydmah that 
have been explained is definite. Many of them have already 
happened. Some ate happening and many others will occur on 
I heir respective times. 

It must be noted that information with regards to the signs 
of Qiydmah is found in the books of Hadith under the chapter, 
'Kitab al Titan wa Ashrdius Sd V. They should be referenced. An 
Nil,ayah' (with marginal notes and cross references) of Ibn Kathir 
is available in Arabic. Similarly, 'Al lshd « U Ashrdl As Sd a of 
Sayyed Ahmad (in Arabic) is at our disposal. We should also 
study ' Asr e Hddir Hadith e Nabawi kt Roshni me' and 'Aldmdt e 
Qiydmat' of Shah Rafi‘ ud Din Dehlawi, both in Urdu. 


' Jidhih al BukMri voi.2 p.963 
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THE SIGNS OF QIYAMAH 

There are two types of signs that are explained in the Qur’an and 
Hadith: 

1. Alamdt e Sughrd (The Minor Signs) 

2. Aldmdt c Kubrd (The Major Signs) 

1. Alamdt e Sughrd (The Minor Signs) 

They can also be called Alamdt e Ba tda (The Far Signs). These 
signs will appear before Qiydmah, but it is not necessary that after 
their appearance Qiydmah will occur soon thereafter. 

2. Alamdt e Kubrd (The Major Signs) 

They can also be called Alamdt e Qariba (The Close Signs). 
These signs will appear close to the advent of Qiydmah in conflict 
with normal occurrences. It will become clear upon witnessing 
these signs that Qiydmah is not far away. 10 The emergence of 
Hadrat Mahdi is from among the major signs of this second 
type. 

The emergence of Hadrat Mahdi is a definite certainty. 
His 4* emergence will be a cause for advancement and prosperity 
in the Muslim ummah. He will fulfill major tasks after his 
emergence. 1 hey include the protection of din, the spreading of 
din, the restoration of din and the revival of din. The ummah 
would have been involved in these activities from before, but due 
to the prevalent conditions, weakness would have set in. He 4h 
will serve to remove this weakness, set these particular tasks in 
motion, and take them forward. 


10 As understood from Path al Bari vol.l 1 p.428 


THE PROTECTION OF DIN 


The purpose of creating this world is to recognize Allah, practice 
upon those things that please Him, and attain success in this 
world as well as the hereafter by means of it. Allah $fi sent a 
number of messengers to this world in order to fulfill this 
purpose. Every messenger conveyed the message of Allah M to 
1 lis servants in their respective eras. They left this world after 


fulfilling their duties. 

The laws that were given to the messengers of before 
applied to certain times and certain places only. Finally, Allah % 
sent the final messenger, Hadrat Muhammad $. The din that 
Allah M sent with His final messenger is a comprehensive mode 
of action, a complete law of life and a din never to be abrogated. 

Once the Qur’an has been declared to be the final message 
of Allah $?, then the demand of its eternity and universality is that 
it remain protected so that every man and jinn until the day of 
Qiydmah can derive benefit from it. For this reason, Allah M has 
taken up the responsibility of protecting the Quran. Allah M 
explains thus, 

•f t.\ ifi«• I, * * '• i-i 


Without doubt only We have revealed the Reminder (the Qur an) 
and (by various means) We shall certainly be its protectors (ensuring 
that it remains unchanged throughout time). [Surah al Hijr IS.9] 
'Qur'an' refers not only to the words. Rather, it implies both 
word and meaning. Due to this, the promise of protection from 
every form of alteration and its responsibility stands for the 
meaning and subject matter ofithe Quran just as it does for the 
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words. By protection, both knowledge and practice is meant. 
Correct practice will remain protected just as correct knowledge 
will remain protected. This is among the specialties of only the 
Qur an. The responsibility of protecting the other heavenly books 
was given over to those upon whom it was revealed. Allah M 
states with regard to this, 


aIIp |jjiSj <ul 




Because they were instructed to preserve Allah's book and they were 
ivitnesscs to it. [Surah alM&'idah (the Set Table) SA4] 

As long as the ahbdr 11 fulfilled their responsibility of 
protecting the Taurah, the Taurdh remained protected. Once it 
ell into the hands of those who worshipped the world, it was 
interpolated and destroyed. 


The summary of this discussion is that the words, meanings, 
and purport of the Quran is divinely protected. It will not be 
deleted by anybody's deletion, it will not be suppressed by 
any o y s suppression, it will not become worthless on the basis 
of somebody's objections, and its call will not be stopped by 
anybody trying to stop it. 

Due to the grace of Allah *6, there will always be a vast 
group of people in every era that will be practicing upon the 
shariah. They will become embodiments of this formidable din 
and will fulfill the task of its protection and spread in every era. 
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The following Hadith explains this, 

1. p $d l l_ >■ jl j l 4)1 jAj «C*jIs {j* iiJlb JljJ V 

^ o . ^Ul ^^P j j jA \]e> <X11 ja\ 

There will always remain a group from amongst my ummah who will 
be established upon the command of Allah. They will not be harmed 
by those who abandon them, or by those who are against them. This 
group will remain such until the command ofAlldh happens. 12 
Another narration states as follows, 

f ir* (*-“>N <■ jj-l <Jp Ji J ja iislb Jly M 

^ ^Jl £»l>- • 

There will always be a group from my ummah that will be aided upon 
the truth. Those who abandon them will not harm them. (This) will 
remain until Qiydmah. 13 

Therefore, there will always be a group from this ummah 
who will strive to raise the truth, and the leader of this group in its 
particular time will be Hadrat Mahdi 4 ®. 


" A title of the Jewish scholars, also used in the Qur'in. - [T] 


j.ihih Muslim vol.2 p.143 
Mini at Tirmidhi vol.2 p.43 
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OVER WHAT TYPE OF PEOPLE WILL QIYAMAH 

take place and the reconciliation 

BETWEEN THE TWO TYPES OF AHADlTH 
PERTAINING TO IT 

We come to understand from the two narrations above that there 
will always be a group of the pious servants of Allah until 
Qiyamah, and they will be occupied in the great objective of 
raising the word of Allah i5&. However, a narration of Sahih 
Muslim states the following, 

^jSfl J Jli V <^LJI r y; V 

Qiyamah will not happen until 'Allah, Allah' will not be said on 
earth. 

Similarly, 

V A i pL-, . 4)1ail: J_^l jp *pLJl ^ys V 

Qiyamah will not happen upon any person who says, 'Allah, Allah'. 
And, 

r * Y Oil • o-UI Jp VI i^UI Vj 

Qiyamah will not happen except upon the worst of people. 14 

From these narrations, we come to understand that 
Qiyamah will happen upon the worst of people. Pious people will 
not be in existence at that time. 

The apparent contradiction between the two types of 
narrations can be explained in this way that words like ’until the 
Day of Qiydmah' and 'until Qiyamah happens’ does not refer to 
the Day of Qiydmah per se. It refers to a major sign of Qiydmah, 


14 Sunan Ibn Majah p.302 


i.e. the descent of Hadrat 'Isa tfB. If this meaning is considered, 
then we come to know that this group will always remain on earth 
until the descent of Hadrat Isa m. After the descent of Hadrat 
Isa *», these people will gradually pass away and Qiydmah will 
happen upon the worst of people. 15 

khilAfah 

Jli : Jli -il : J 13 Of -V- J* 

a^dLi.^0 j y% jA j : r 1 --? ail ^)l 
^ J : JLi ^ : J J 15 ‘ ^ 

; Ju*^ Jli. OdU bbUJL ^-y <■ <> ciLw.1: Jli (J 

I ►Lij>)' J-H I Jli J'" v' cri ^ 

Y/i “l jS\ ^>1?-. J j~» {j* (*■* 

It is narrated from Sa id bin Jamhdn that he said, "Safina 4ft 
narrated to me. He said, "Rasululldh % said," Khildfah will remain in 
my ummah for thirty years. After that, there will be kingdom." Safina 
then said to me, "Calculate the period of the khildfah of Abu Bakr, 
then the khildfah of XJmar, Vthmdn and All" We found it to be 
thirty years. I then said to Safina, "The Banu Umayyah claim that the 


■' Refer to Nawadir al Fiqh vol.l p.132-133 for further clarification 











khildfah lies with themSafina 4* replied, "Banu Zurqa has lied. 
They are the worst of kings ."'' 

Hacftat Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi j$i, writes in the 
commentary of this Hadith, 

— > \j£L^j; j I jj JlU 1 

ci - ^ ° iS j-'—^ *—-S^<ul (_yr~^ 

T/^ ^ jL»«j <-3 T/^ jdl £>l?- 

The prized khilafah is the one that is established by those who 
attested to Islam by way of action, and those who firmly held onto 
the Sunnah.' s 

Hadrat Vmar 4* states that Rasulullah Ik said, "There will be 
nubuwwah and mercy for a specific time. Then there will be khilafah 
and mercy for a specific time." 

The words, 'Khilafah upon the nature of nubuwwah' appear in 
other narrations. 19 

Hadrat Muhammad £ is the final messenger of Allah 3£. 
There is no messenger to come after him. By fulfilling the 
objective of his prophet hood (recital of the verses, purification of 
the self, and teaching of the Qur'an and Sunnah ) in his lifetime, 

14 Meaning that the khilafah runs only in their family 

17 Jami' at Tirmidhi vol.2 p.46 

18 Marginal notes of A1 Kaukab Ad Durri vol.2 p.55, Marginal notes of Jami' at 
Tirmidhi vol.2 p.46, Majma' Bihar al Anwar vol.2 p.92 

19 Mustadrak HAkim vol.4 p.520, Hadith 8459 
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Rasulullah £ presented a comprehensive din and honourable 
society before mankind. Together with this, he established an 
equitable and just governmental system that was Jn ^ordance to 
the pleasure of Allah 3f. The personality of Rasulullah % enabled 
him to stand at the head of both Imdmat e Sughrd (leading the 
S aldh) and Imdmat e Kubrd (government). The system of 
government established by Rasulullah £ in accordance to divine 

revelation cannot be found in any other era. 

This system of government remained in the world after the 
demise of Rasulullah g. This system is referred to as Khildfah. 
The person at the head of this system is known as the Khalifah. 

In reality, Khildfah is that system that is in total compliance to the 
teachings of nubuwwah, it has all the characteristics of the system 
laid down by Rasulullah £, and it runs according to the way 

shown in the era of Rasulullah £. 

Hadrat Shah Waliullah Muhaddith Dehlawi defines 

Khildfah: 

Khildfah is that general leadership that revives religious 
knowledge (teaching of Qurtn and Hadith, lecturing and advice 
using means of propagation. It establishes the fundament 
components of Islim (like the five times daily laldh, ,umu ah and 
the imdmat thereof, collection and distribution of zakah, 
appointment of dmilin, giving or accepting testimony of the 
K amaddn crescent, the laws of Ramaddn and f d that follow, t e 
arrangements for Hajj etc). (The khalifah) should personally (as 
,hc representative of Rasulullah £) enact jihad and all related 
matters, fulfill the responsibilities of court, establish hudud (mete 
out sentences for crimes, murders, false accusations etc. - l T J), 
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destroy oppression and command the good and forbid evil. 
(Actively) fulfilling these duties is called Khildfah.' 20 

Imam Ahl us Sunnah Maulana ‘Abd ush Shakur Lakhnawi 
states with regards to Khildfah, 

'Khildfah means representative. The person who sits in as a 
deputy and fulfills his role is called a khalifah. In the terminology 
of the shari ah, Khildfah refers to that kingdom that exists for the 
'establishment of the din of Rasulullah M and enforces the laws of 
din. 1 

It is known from the above that rule is necessary for khildfah, 
such rule that has the capacity to serve as the representative of 
Rasulullah 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE KHILAFAH 

It was very important and necessary that the khildfah and khalifah 
remained in this ummah. The importance of this fact can be 
realized from this that the delay in burial of Rasulullah M after his 
demise was because of appointing the khalifah. The shrouding 
and burial of Rasulullah M only started once Haclrat Abu Bakr ^ 
was appointed the khalifah by the consensus of the sahabah 
This was done in the light of the clear indications (by speech and 
action) of Rasulullah M- 

Hadrat Shah Waliullah explains concerning this, 

'The attention of the sahabah waS directed to the appointment 
of the khalifah before the burial of Rasulullah Therefore, we 
learn that if the sahabah did not know of the compulsion of 
appointing the khalifah in the light of shari ah, (and of the 

10 Ivilahil KhifA'vol.l p.19 
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prohibition of delaying it), then they would have definitely not 
given preference to it over the burial of Rasulullah $g.' 21 
He Jit, also states, 

'It is fard e kifayah upon the Muslims to appoint such a khalifah 
that is an embodiment of the conditions of khildfah, and it will 
remain fard until Qiyamah.' 12 

KHALIFAH 

A khalifah is the true representative of Rasulullah He is 
embellished with prophetic knowledge and qualities. He also has 
complete understanding of the Qur’an and Hadith and is an 
embodiment of the Sunnah. His heart should be filled with 
concern for humanity just like Nabi $. It is necessary that the 
khalifah be a Muslim, male, intelligent, mature, just, free, a 
speaker, listener, seer and he should also have the ability to make 

i jtihddP 

KHILAFAH AR RASHIDA 

Hadrat Abu Bakr guided the ummah by taking the reins of 
khildfah by the consensus of the muhajirin (emigrants) and ansar 
(helpers) in very trying times. His reign as khalifah lasted two 
years, three months and thirteen days. 

11 I/ Alatul Khifa vol.l p.21 
" Ibid vol.l p.19 
»Ibid 
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Hadrat Abu Bakr appointed Hadrat ‘Umar <&> as the 
khalijah after him. His reign lasted ten years, and approximately 
six months. Hadrat Umar appointed a council - that would 
consult regarding the khalijah - comprising of Hadrat Uthman 
4», Hadrat All *&, Hadrat Abdur Rahman bin Auf Hadrat 
Talha Hadrat Zubayr 4^, and Hadrat Sa d bin Abi Waqqas 4® 
after he was stabbed by Abu Lu'lu' - the fire worshipper - during 
the Fajrsa/ah. 24 

They appointed Hadrat Uthman <&> as the khalijah after 
consultation and deliberation. The duration of the khildjah of 
Hadrat ‘Uthman was approximately twelve years. After the 
rebels assassinated Hadrat ‘Uthman 4®, Hadrat All was made 
the khalijah upon the insistence of the muhajirin and ansar. The 
period of his khilajah was four years and nine months. 

The khilajah of these four luminaries remained upon the 
way of Rasulullah and all the conditions that determine a true 
khalijah was found in each one of them. They made the purpose 
of khilajah apparent in the most complete form. We refer to this 
blessed era as the 'Khilajah ar Rdshida, and the four khulajd' of 
this era are referred to as the Khulajd' ar Rdshidin'. These four 
khulajd' fulfilled the rights of the khildjah, and in so doing, 
established the ideal state. They did so much that work of this 
nature was not to be found in the history of mankind except like 
that dqne by the messengers [May peace and blessings be upon 
them]. 

A large group from among the safrabah 4* and the tabi'in 
appointed Hadrat Hasan bin All as the khalijah. Hadrat Hasan 
held the reins of khildjah for six months. Once six months were 


24 A1 Bidayah wa An Nihayah vol.7 p. 144 


over, he stepped down from this great position saying, "Rasulullah 
ft said, Khildjah will remain for thirty years after me.' The six 
months left for the thirty years to be completed have passed. 

It was as if the khildjah of Hadrat Hasan was the 
completion of the khildjah of Hadrat Ah 

,JL*J Up 4il J-o j { ‘ ^ 

The ulema have stated, ’There is no era included in the thirty 
years after Rasulullah % except the rule of the four khulajd and 

Hasan 4®-’ 25 

)T) pUli-l pjh • yJ-\ 

And Hasan (4*) is clearly the last khalijah. 16 

In this way, the thirty years of'khildjah upon the nature of 
mbuwwah' was completed. Consequently, MauHn4 Man Z ur 
Ahmad Numani Jk, writes in the explanation of the following 
narration of Sunan Abil Dawud 2 ', 

Uo 

Khilajah upon the nature ojnubuwwah isjor thirty years 
'The martyrdom of Hadrat ‘All took place in precisely the 
thirtieth year after the demise of Rasulullah *. His elder son, 
lladrat Hasan 4* became the khalijah after him. However, in 
order to finish off the infighting among the Muslims, he stepped 
down from the khildjah and reconciled with Hadrat Mu ^wiyah 


" Tirikh al Khulafl p.10 
** Ibidp.131 

*’ Chapter on the Khulaft', p.638, Hadlth 4647 


I 
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4St>, handing the khiiafah over to him. All this was in accordance to 
the prophesy of Rasulullah 

Thirty years will be complete upon the inclusion of these 
few months of khiiafah held by Hadrat Hasan 4*. Hence, 'khiiafah 
upon the nature of nubuwwah' and 'khiiafah ar rashida' - referred 
to as 'khiiafah an nubuwwah' in the Ahadith - remained for these 
thirty years. After this, changes set in the method of action and 
gradually monarchy tainted 'khiiafah upon the nature of 
nubuwwah'. 

This Hadith is a miracle of Rasulullah M and a proof of his 
nubuwwah just like the other prophesies he had made. He M gave 
information about events that happened after his demise and 
there was no outward means of coining to know of it. It is quite 
apparent that he Ik received this knowledge from Allah % by 
means of wahi. 2S 

THE SECOND STAGE OF KHILAFAH AFTER THE 
KHILAFAH AR RASHIDA 

Another stage of khiiafah began after the khiiafah ar rashida. It is 
also called monarchy or kingdom. This khiiafah began with the 
Banu Umayyah, it was carried on by the Banu Abbas and it ended 
due to a grand plot while held by the Ottomans in 1921. Firmness 
upon the method of Rasulullah M in this second era was not to 
the degree to which it was found in the era of the khiiafah ar 
rashida. The khalifah and other leaders began to commit many 
punishable acts in the light of shari ah. In addition, many 
weaknesses came about in the system of government. 


Ma'irif ul Hadith vol.7 p.244 


Despite this, we refer to this second era as Khiiafah 
Isldmiya’ because the Muslim lands were not converted into Ddr 
„l Harb in this era. There was a religious system in place that was 
run for Islam on a collective scale. The enemies were forced to 
think twice before turning the Muslims into a single fresh morsel, 
as is the case today. The khiiafah served to protect the dm and the 
shariah and it stood guard over the Muslim world. Today, we 
Muslims passionately perceive the importance of the khiiafah 
since it is not in existence. Considering these excellent 
characteristics, Rasulullah M also emphasized obedience to the 
Uiulafa of this era in governmental affairs so that this system is 
not weakened in any way. In the light of the emphatic instructions 
„f Rasulullah %, the sahabah ■&, tabiin and sages humbled 
themselves and pledged allegiance to these rulers in governmental 
affairs and they did not rebel. 

Hadrat Shah Waliullah Jk, states, 

’It is haram to rebel against the ruler after he has been 
unanimously elected, even though all the conditions for khiiafah 
arc not found in him, except in the instance where clear kufr is 

established from him.’ 29 

He further explains, 

'It is necessary to execute the commands of the ruler that deal 
with the general benefit of the Muslims and it is not in conflict 
with the shari ah. It matters not whether the ruler is just or not.' 30 

This system of khiiafah remained for approximately 
llurteen centuries. This was the second stage of the khiiafah. 


l/alatul Khifa vol.l p.28 
Ibid 
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THE FIVE ERAS OF THE MUSLIM UMMAH 

• 4)' 4)1 Jli : Jli <UP <ul J oj^l iijJL- je- 

4)1 L r ‘ t 0j£ j! 4il .L5 L j i+jj 5 ^j ^ J_,t of 
p-* ‘ <j' L Jp AiSU- dj& (J . <d>U- J>- 

4 -*Ui p- 1 ‘ t - ) ^i <3' 4)1 »Li L. o_^Li U>lp l£!L oj£j . <J>U- Jj>- 4)1 
p-> ‘ Oj& o! ^)l «-Li l» o j£ci hjc* 15X« 0 j£j j*j . J>- <ul 

J ‘ £)-#^ J* ^ . <JSL>- 4)1 

O^L^j —51 (jS’L* t ^jSlI J <Jl^ p*>L,Vl i _ 5 iLj ^1 

ja Lr ej)l\ £OJ t Ijlj-i* Vl ^lai o-* ►It—J' V i 
u~! ij »-llw J -U-l oljj ",<u>-Nl lulls ’yj 

. s^ji jjVj j ^^Jij o^.jbLi . <o> 4)i ^ 

Ha^raf Hudhayfah bin Yamdn 4s> soys tfiaf Rasululldh g said, 

(1) Your din began with nubuwwah and mercy. It will remain 
among you until Alldh- wishes. Alldh will then take it away. 
[Consequently, Rasululldh & lived for sixty three years and 
passed away in Rabi ' alAwwal', 11 A.H] 

(2) Then khildfah upon the nature of nubuwwah will be established. 
It will remain for as long as Alldh wishes, where after He will ’ 
take it away [After the demise of Rasululldh M, the khildfah 
upon the nature of nubuwwah remained for thirty years.] 
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( t) thereafter will be ah era of harsh and strong kingdom. It will 
remain for as long as Alldh wishes, where after He will take it 
away [it began in 41 A.H and came to an end in 1338 A.H] 

(./j Then an oppressive kingdom will Vg,formed. It will remain for as 
long as Alldh wishes, where after He will take it away [This is the 
fourth kingdom after the khildfah came to an end in 1338 A.H] 

(s) finally, the khildfah ar rdshida will once again return. It will be 
totally upon the nature of nubuwwah, and Isldm will place its 
neck upon the earth (Isldm will be established in the earth). The 
inhabitants of the earth and skies will be happy with the khildfah 
of that time. Rain will fall in abundance and a lot of vegetation 
and blessings will come forth from the earth."" 

The glad-tidings of the khildfah upon the nature of 
nubuwwah in the latter times mentioned in this Hadith is also 
i dated to the era of Hadrat Mahdi 4®. 


Musnad Ahmad, DalailunNubuwwah ofBayhaqi 
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THE TWELVE KHULAFA' 


"iy 

‘■ r “~^ i>- r^" •' JLii <jAi ciJUl o.h...j t 

V°AA .jb^Y/n^.^ 

Jdhtr bin Samurah * narrates f/iaf Rasululldh M saidl, "There will be 
twe ve khalifahs after me." The narrator 4* says, "Rasululldh £ then 
mentioned a few things that I did not understand. I then asked the 
person seated nearby. He said that Rasululldh £ said, "They will all 
be from the Quraysh." 32 


Another narration states, 

"There is no messenger after me, however, there will be a great number 
of khulafd . 

Note: These twelve could be referred to as khulafd'. It is as 
though the meaning of khalifah here is king or the head of the 
government. 

Many interpretations have been provided for this Hadith. 
The most preferred view is that it is not necessary for these twelve 
to come after Rasululldh £ in sequence. In different eras until 

Qiyamah, this number will be completed. The author of Badhl ul 
Majhud states, 


32 < 

' - J4mi at Tirmidhi vol.2 p.46, Sunan Abu Dawud vol.2 p.588 


37 


e -LiLA-l ojjj-Ul aljil! JU 
' * V° JJu . " 450^11 (.UNI 

Some scholars have said, 'This refers to those who will be upon 
• lie way of the khulafd' ar rdshidin, the last of whom is Imam 
Mahdi.’ 33 

Hadrat Maulana Khalil Ahmad Saharanpuri has 

given preference to this view. Similarly, Imam Suyuti jiife. and 
Sli.ih Waliullah also favour this view. This much is certain 
that the last of these twelve khulafd' will be Hadrat Mahdi 4fe. 
< onsequently, Imam Abu Dawud has recorded the Hadith 
ol the twelve khulafd' in Kitdb al Mahdi. In doing so, he has 
indicated that the twelfth khalifah is Hadrat Mahdi 4®. 

Note: There is another view besides all the interpretations 
given. It states that the twelve khulafd' refer to the leaders of the 
Manu Umayyah that ascended the throne after Hadrat Mu'awiyah 

It is as though the Hadith means that the power and strength 
ol Islam as far as government is concerned will remain during the 
icign of these twelve, and that kingdom will remain during this 
lime. 

The names of these twelve are as follows, 

1. Yazid bin Mu'awiyah 

2. Mu'awiyah bin Yazid 

3. Abdul Malik 

4. Walid 

5. Sulayman 

6. Umar bin Abdul Aziz 

7. Yazid bin Abdul Malik 

II.idhl ul Majhud vol.S p.101 
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8 . Hisham 

9. Walid bin Yazid 

10 . Yazid bin Walid bin Abdul Malik • 

11. Ibrahim bin Walid 

12. Marwan bin Muhammad 

Aft I heSC T? Ve mled dUring thC rdgn ° f the Ban * Umayyah 
After them, the kingdom fell to the lot of the Banu 'Abbas. 

Another view concerning this is that the twelve refers to 
tw twelve hhulafd' that will come after H a d rat Mahdi JZ 

X:; Sve fr ° m ,he 

frnrr, r X ™ se ten ’ a P lous person 

him I ! r Seny , Hadrat HaSan * “ d *» after 

(he truth/ W3y ’ lre COmP ' e, ' d and ' hem bc O" 

thC tWelVe refers "> th ' fo-r khulafi' ar 

Abdullah //'t, ““ *' Hadrat Mu ' 4wi yah Hadrat 

Abdullah bm Zubayrrfe and Hatjtat 'Umar bin Abdul 'Adz jA 

lahTt Hadra u '***. and 

is HadratMahdi ^^ ^ aWaited ' ° ne ofthem 

=, .. , N °' e: most taponant thing to understand at this time 

that these twelve khulafa' are not sinless (ma sim). They will 

f tT be , i ap ° n k a S,atus ° f '■*««* or higher. S,milady, nrle 

YusufTu^ n0t ™ SPeda ' ° UtS,a " di "S ^ Also, Mufti 

Imams of, he*!, ^ "»"* '° *» *** 


_ Majma Bihar uj Anwar vol.l pp.82-84 
Tarikhul Khulafa'p.12 
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The Ahl us Sunnah also believe them to be personalities to be 
followed, except with two differences, 

1. The shi as believe them to be free from sin like the 
messengers, make obedience to them obligatory and 
understand them to be commanded by Allah. These 
beliefs are special with the messengers (Ambiya 1 ) 
according to the Ahl us Sunnah. 

2 . The rulings attributed to them are not correct. The 
narrators of these rulings cannot be relied upon .' 36 

REVIVAL OF DIN AND MUJADDID 

<1)1 J j j»_Lpl 1(^9 AJLP dill c/ Cj*' 4 ^ aLiLp t jP 

, 4jba ^ *. 1 ■ a. i dll! tjj . (Jli dill 

biojj-i jjj .°w* . ifji 

Abu Alqamah 4 ^ narrates from Abu Hurayrah <4® from that which 
he learnt from Rasulullah M, "Indeed Allah will send for this ummah 
mh a person at the turn of each century who will revive their religious 
matters.” 37 

The protection of Islam until Qiyamah is a hidden system 
I 10111 Allah M. This is an outstanding blessing for this ummah. 
I lowever, satanic powers will try to interpolate this religion in 
every era. 


AI Mahdi wal Masih p.23 
Mustadrak vol.4 p.568 
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Harshness and extremism (positive and negative) is the 
foundation for the beginning of interpolation. Interpreting the din 
in accordance to ones desires - away from the balanced way - and 
to explain din by means of incorrect viewpoints and deviation are 
the destructive sicknesses that become the means of depriving the 
ummah of true and original din. Allah Sg has greatly favoured this 
ummah by establishing this mujaddid chain in order to keep this 
powerful din pure from every form of interpolation and heresy in 
every era. 

TAJ DID 

Faqih ul Ummah Mufti Mahmud Hasan Gangohi explains 
the meaning of tajdid e din (revival of religion), 

'Over time, certain laws of shari ah were not given due attention. 
They were left out because of the overpowering of desires and 
lusts and the efforts of the carnal self and the devil. To illuminate 
them, turn ones attention to them and make an effort to practice 
upon them is referred to as tajdid e din.' i8 

THE QUALITIES OF A MUJADDID 

•t* He is a true representative of Rasulullah "M in knowledge 
and practice. 

*t* He has been given a magnetic personality by Allah M like 
that of a messenger. 

38 

Fatawa Mahmudiyyah vol.lS p.129 
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❖ The hearts of people are drawn towards him on account 
of his lineage, family, character and habits. 

»;♦ D U e to his great imani insight, he can diagnose the 
sicknesses of the ummah and prepare a modus operandi to 
treat them in the light of the Qur'an and Hadith. He then 
executes it. 

♦> He rips the veil of innovations and customs. 

He revives beliefs, worship, social etiquette, business 
dealings, character, and system of government. In fact, he 
revives every facet of life. 

❖ He is not awed by anyone in proclaiming the truth. 

<♦ Allah M places enthusiasm in people's hearts to obey and 
love him. 

❖ Those who have concern for din surround him. 

❖ He will face much opposition just as the messengers had 
to. Hardship will come his way too. Due to unseen help, 
the cloud of difficulties will slowly fade and his rule will 
gain ground in the world. 

❖ A mujaddid has natural complete mastery over knowledge 
and recognition; he also has great insight into din and the 
Sunnah. 

♦> The quality of taqwa and piety is perfect in him. 

♦I* A mujaddid spreads knowledge and he honours the 
scholars. 

❖ Allah M will create a special servant of His or a group m 
the ummah that possesses these qualities at the start of 
every century, or in every era. Hadrat Mahdi *&> is the final 
link in the blessed mujaddid chain. A mujaddid and Jaqih 
of the recent past, H adrat Gangohi explains, 







42 


43 


v_-s^sji . iaSn oju j >-T ja 

Hadrat Mahdi *& will be the fin^l mujaddid of this 
ummah J 9 

Note: A mujaddid will come to know of his standing 
through dhdm or by various signs that allude to him being 
a mujaddid. However, he will not reach the stage of wa}u. 
Similarly, a mujaddid will be recognized because of the 
special work that he is involved in. 40 

EMPHASIS UPON THE EMERGENCE OF HADRAT 

MAHDI 4b 

1 he emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4® is greatly emphasized in the 
Ahadith. Examples of this are presented below, 

ji . Jli <uLp 4)1 4)1 J Jjw ^ <0)1 JL £■ 

^ J J^ — (cSjl5-4*1 j : Jli — Ml LjjJl JA ^ 
<J p— Ij I <u— I xJ^y. ‘ Jhi J*' O* (Jl* j') Ja SJ-j 

"hyrj «^2L. N-Uj Ua—i ^y><ji | SUj : Jai d~>JL>- j alj - gl 

oA/ V r 

Hadrat Abu Hurayrah <4 narrates from Rasululldh fg that he said, 
"If there was one day remaining for the existence of this world - Zaida 
(the narrator says) - then Allah would lengthen that day until he 


39 

AJ Kaukab Ad Durri vol.2 p.57 

40 r 

Summarized from Fatawa Mahmudiyya vol.13 p.403 


sends a person from me (or he said, from my family) such that his 
name will be like mine, and his father's name will be the same as my 
lather's name. The narration of Fitr adds, "He will fill the earth with 
lustice and equity just as it was filled with oppression and tyranny."* 1 
Another narration is as follows, 

2JJi 4)1 J fai Iojj Ml Li-dl J-j |i y> '■ Jli o) if 

V* ^ if~*~ 1-4* • jJj l _ 5 ^- f jJ' 

It is narrated from Hadrat Abu Hurayrah that he said, "If there 
was only a single day left of the existence of the world, then Allah 
would have lengthened that day until a person is made the ruler." 42 
Another narration states, 

j <Up 4)1 4)1 J_y» j Jli : Jli 4)1 ^ j Jy — • if. 4ul if 

<»_^1 ^>\ j-j J-*' J—>-j *-y 41Uj LjjJl ■»—— SI . 

Y/i V —=— v2-j-4>- Iaa . 

I ladrat Abdullah bin Mas ud narrates that Rasululldh M said, 
"The world will not come to an end until a person from my family is 
not made the ruler over Arabia. His name will be the same as 

t «43 

mines. 

'Ruler over Arabia' is mentioned in the above narration. 
I his means that because Arabia is the centre and capital of Islam, 
therefore rule over it implies rule over the entire earth. In 
addition, the Arabs are the most honourable nation. Hence, being 
a leader of the Arabs implies being the ruler over everyone. 


" Nunan Abu Dawud vol.2 p.588 
at Tirmidhi vol.2 p.47 

" Ibid 
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Maulana Manzur Ahmad Nu mani writes, 

It could also be said that initially, rule will be established in 
Arabia, then in the entire world, or, the capital'will be Arabian.' 44 
The above-mentioned point is explained elsewhere thus, 

4 i/si c>' ^ ck-j JLUlj f Lbfl N 

• "IjjHtj 1<-Ui Vopj lk~i ^Sfl bUJ t J ^ 

'Day and night will not cease to exist until a person from my family is 
made ruler, whose name corresponds with mine's, and his father's 
name corresponds with my father's name. He will fill the earth with 
justice and equity just as it was filled with oppression and tyranny . 45 

cM Cr* I jyrj ^ blc j>. ipUl fjZ V" 

(*-ij . iljOx—o. "UIj-Upj \ e Mi> uuj-L. ^ bfjipj LL_J UbUj y, JU, 

'Qiyamah will not happen until the earth is not filled with oppression, 
tyranny and enmity. A person from my family will then emerge who 
will fill the earth with justice and equity just as it was filled with 
oppression and tyranny. 1 * 6 

It is inferred from these two narrations that night and day 
will not cease to exist, or, Qiyamah will not come until Hadrat 
Mahdi does not emerge. 


44 > c 

Ma arif ul Hadith vol.8 p.170 
4 ' Mustadrak Hakim, Hadith 8713 
Ibid, Hadith 8669 


The summary of these narrations is that the emergence of 
Hadrat Mahdi & is a certainty and a source of mercy such that it 
is wdjib 47 to believe in the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi as will 
be explained later. 

EMPHASIS UPON TAKING THE PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE AT THE HANDS OF HADRAT MAHDI 

4® 

It is necessary for man to aid every venture of goodness and piety 
to the best of his ability. In accordance to the teachings of the 
pure shari ah, it is a demand of faith and character to help, remove 
obstacles, and not to hinder the path of a reformer, mujaddid or a 
person who stands up to proclaim the truth. However, great 
emphasis is found in the Ahadith to aid Hadrat Mahdi when he 
emerges and to take the pledge of allegiance at his hands. 
Rasulullah % has explained with great emphasis thus, 
lie who finds this time (the era of Hadrat Mahdi *&) should come to 
him, even if he has to come crawling on ice." 

Herewith explains a Hadith, 

41 <J-Up I Jli *cp 4)1 <odI -Up j^p 

j JL-j -uip 4)1 ^^ull j \ c JLi t ^ la JJI 51 jJu-j -ulp 
4i_(_j iSj— 1 J1_p L* ! U—Lai (41 -Up) (Jli . 4ji jwj oIup UUJjj jpl 
^ L*1 Olj 4 LjjJl aLj 41 U-.) J-kl 111 ! Jlii i. j£j Lui 

' ('ompulsory-[T] 
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‘^ il ^ >-»d.*Sj o^ 

‘ ‘ 0^'Lii I aJjImj ^Li jjjLIO<■ j>j_- oLIj ( ^ JM 

‘ ^ til L*>_^_ ^ 0jLi *, I jL* L. o 


■ (> 'j^ j)j p^U* cilJi iJjji ^ t \ jj3f . u j±. \^ lja_J 

r *^^l 

Hadrat 'Abdullah bin Mas ud 4* narrates, "We were once sitting with 
Rasululldh %. Suddenly, a few youngsters from Banu Hdshim came 
to him. When he (Rasululldh &) saw them, his eyes became wet with 
tears and the colour of his face changed. I (Hadrat Abdullah bin 
Mas ud 4*) said, "We see the effects of grief on your face which is a 
cause of uneasiness for us." Rasululldh % then said, "Indeed Allah has 
preferred for us, the ahl al bayt, the hereafter over this world. The 
people of my household will face great difficulty, hurt and will be 
reviled after my demise. This will be the case until a nation that has 
black flags will rise from the east. They (my family) will ask good 
from them, but they will not be given. They will then war, and will be 
helped. They will be given what they ask but they will not accept, until 
they give to a person from my family. He will fill the earth with justice 
and equity just as it was filled with oppression. So, whoever finds him 
should go to him, even though he may have to crawl on ice." 48 

We can gauge from these blessed words the emphasis that 
Rasulullah M placed upon helping Hadrat Mahdi 4* and taking 
the pledge of allegiance upon his hands. 


JS Sunan Ibn Majah p.309 
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Hadrat Shah Waliullah says, 'It will be wdjib to obey 
I l.ijrat Mahdi in the affairs related to the khilafah once his era 
dawns.' 49 

auAdith pertaining to the emergence of 

HADRAT MAHDI 4^ 

(1) THE GREAT NUMBER OF AHADiTH PERTAINING TO 
HIE EMERGENCE OF HADRAT MAHDI & 

1 hifij Ibn Hajar Asqalani says that the Ahadith pertaining to 
i hr emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4» have reached the level of 
tuwdtur - 50 . (Shaykh Barzanji and Allamah Suyuti explain 
ili.it tawdtur ma nawi Si is meant by this.) 

Qadi Shaukani writes in Al Fath Ar Rabbdni, 

«ll pu . (J-A* <1 {j* l eliiL* L* 

Vi * ^ ij j> _p-Sl I <a£- 

AII the narrations that we have recorded have reached the level of 
hiwdtur (see footnote 50). This is not hidden from those of 
l nowlcdge.' 


I/Jljiul Khifi' vol.l p.26 

I nwiUur refers to a narration that has been narrated by such a large number of 
I'r.iple through every era that it is impossible to conceive that all of them have lied. 

| blind Usui ulHadith p.42] - [T] 

" lnwiitur e Ma nawi refers to a number of narrations whose subject matter or 
mi. mnng has reached the level of Tawdtur. [IrsWd Usiil ulHadith p.44] - [T] 
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49 


A similar observation has been made in Sharh 'Aqtdah As 
Safdritti, 

A^ 1 •**■ ‘ oUj^Jl o JS Ji 

JJLjjp 

The Ahadith pertaining to the emergence ofHadrat Mahdi * are 
SO great in number that they have reached the level o! tawdtu, 
ma nawi (see footnote 51).' 

^ Shah Abdul Haq Muhaddith Dehlawi ^ explains in 
Ashi atul Lam at, 

■Many narrations in this regard have reached a level very close to 
tawatur (see footnote 50). 152 


(2) THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE AHADITH PERTAINING 
TO THE EMERGENCE OF HADRAT MAHDl 4& 

The entire Muslim ummah has accepted the Ahadith that explain 
the emergence ofHadrat Mahdi 4®. Allamah Munawi ^ says in 
Fayd ul Qqdir, the commentary of Jdmi us Saghir, 


Ji 


JLiJl 


uJh ~* . £-Jl cxJtdl J l«oyi sI jSS jUc! 




C • C S' 

' The Ahadith concerning Hadrat Mahdi 4® have been narrated in 
great number, and they are famous as well. Scholars have 
compiled separate works only on this subject.' 
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Ashi atul Lam at vol.4 p.338 


( \) CLARIFICATION WITH REGARDS TO THE NAME OF 
11AL)RAT MAHDI 4® 

Approximately more than ninety marju ‘ 53 Ahadith have been 
ii.ii rated, thirty of which clearly state the name ofHadrat Mahdi 
Besides this, (mention of his name) is also found in the Athar 
(»re footnote 2) of the sahabah =&> and the sayings of the tabiin. 

Note: The name of Hadrat Mahdi 4® is not mentioned 
. Ir.irly in some Ahadith. However, according to the scholars of 
I l.ulith, there is a principle that states that if there are different 
AkAdith narrated on one particular story, and some are concise or 
nm lear, while others are detailed, then the detailed narrations will 
!>«• considered to be the explanation of the concise or unclear 
narrations. 

(-1) THE NARRATORS OF THE AHADITH PERTAINING 
I I) HADRAT MAHDl 4® 

Approximately twenty five sahabah and tabi in have narrated 
AkAdith pertaining to Hadrat Mahdi 4*. Among them are such 
flioat personalities like, Hadrat Uthman 4®, Hadrat Ali 4®, 
I ladrat ’Abdullah bin Mas’ud 4®, Hadrat AbdullAh bin Abbas 4®, 
11.id rat Abdullah bin Umar 4®, Hadrat Abu Hurayrah 4®, Hadrat 
1 alha 4®, Hadrat Anas 4®, Hadrat Abdur Rahman bin Auf4® and 
Hadrat Abu Said Khudri 4®. The narrators from among the 
Uniinahat al Mu'minin include Hadrat Umm e Salamah 
iiithyallahu anha and Hadrat Umm e Habibah radiyallahu anha. 


Marfa ' is a narration whose chain of narration is linked directly to Rasulullah 
'• | lisliad Usui ul Hadith p.53] — [T] 







50 


(5) ahAdith pertaining to haqrat MAHDl 4 IN 

THE SIHAll SITTAH 54 

From amongst the compilers of the sih&h sittah, Imam Tirmidhi 
Imam Abu Dawud and Imam Ibn Majah j&k, have 
mcluded a separate chapter dealing solely with the subject of 
Hadrat Mahdi 4. 

Note: There are certain fabricated narrations in Ibn 
Majah. However, the Ahadith pertaining to Hadrat Mahdi 4 are 
not among them. This is explained in 'Md Tamassu Ilayhi al Hajah 
li man Yut&li u Ibn Mdjah' of ‘Allamah ‘Abdur Rashid Nu'mani 
J *^ 6 ' wherein he has collected the fabricated narrations on p.38. 
(There are reservations with regard to the narration of Ibn Majah, 

'There is no Mahdi except Isa. This we have mentioned 
separately.) 

(6) AHADiTH PERTAINING TO HADRAT MAHDI 4 IN 
OTHER HADlTH BOOKS 

The following Hadith scholars have made special mention of 
Hadrat Mahdi 4 in their books: 

1. Imam Ahmad 

2. Imam Bazzar j&k, 

3. Ibn Abi Shaybah 

4. Imam Hakim 

5. Imam labrani d&k- 

6. Imam Abu Ya'la Mu$ili 

7. Imam Abdur Razzaq bin Humam 

The six most authentic compilations of Ahadith according to the Hadith 
scholars, namely, Sahih al Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, Jami' at Timndhi, Sunan Aba 
DAwud, Sunan Nasa'i, Sunan Ibn Mijah. - [T] 


51 


8. Imam Nu'aym bin Hammad - the Shaykh of Imam 
Bukhari 

9. Hafiz Nur ud Din Ali bin Abi Bakr Al Haythami ^-1*• 

10. Allamah Ala' ud Din Ali al Muttaqi in Kanz ul 
Vmmal 

Note: Hafiz Ibn Taymiyyah in Minhdj us Sunnah and Hafiz 
I lhahabi in Mukhtasar Minhdj us Sunnah have explained, 

L_/-l L»l jj l y- i JjiJ 

<c_Jl J jJlj y)j 

I he Ahadith from which the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4 have 
been inferred are authentic. Imam Ahmad Imam Abu 

1 Uwiid jJk, and Imam Tirmidhi have recorded them. 55 

(7). THE APPEARANCE OF MAHDI. 4 IN THE 
.•.AH/HAYN 56 

I xplanation concerning Hadrat Mahdi 4 is found in the sahihayn 
with clear indication. 

1 fiulith One: 

*-£" jJl -j <uLp di! dil JJli: Jti <cp dll *y.j* u>) 

jjSflj J_JtP pjy ^jl J J 1SI 


M 


I aijumlnus Sunnah p.378 
' <1 till al Bukhari and Sahih Muslim 
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Uadrat Abu Hurayrah 4* narrates that Rasululldh $ said, "What 
mil be your condition when Isa bin Maryam will descend among you 
while your leader will befi im amongyou, (i.e.'Hadrat Mahdi&)." 


a) Allamah Ibn Hajar ‘As jalani 4 ^ writes in the commentary of 
while your leader will be fro n amongyou', 

OL : ^Li’l J ^ j JUj 

cS-i-ll 4-a.^JJ bj viUi j53 c ollj oVl «JLa ^ ^j^ii 

e* • iSM* V Vj * ^ ^ jA ^,ji.\ 


VI i 1 (5jUi 

Abu al Hasan al Khasa'i al Abidi says in Mandqib ash Shafi 'The 
Ahadith explaining that Mahdi (*) is from this ummah and that 
Isa (#S) will perform saldh behind him have reached the level of 
tawdtur (see footnote 50). This explanation has been given in 
refutation of the Hadith transmitted by Ibn Mdjah, reported by 
Hadrat Anas 4®, There is no Mahdi except lsa ." S7 
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Allamah Shabbir Ahmad Uthmani 4 “^, commentator of Sahih 
Muslim says, 

yr.r 

t ^ 1 1 1 2 j*jx — ,AI ll («l»l |*-A ^rcal 

I heir leader' only refers to the honourable promised leader of the 
believers, (Hadrat) Mahdi (4 «)- 59 

<1) The above interpretation has been verified by Abu Abdullah 
Muhammad bin Khalfah Al Washtati Al Maliki 4 ^ in Ikmal u 
Ik mdl Al Mu lim, and by Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin 
Muhammad bin Yusuf As Sanusi Al Hasani in Mukammal 
Iknuil il Ilcmal. 60 

«•) The following maqtu <61 narration of Musannaf Abdur Razzdq 
.tlso corroborates the interpretation of Your leader from among 
to be Hadrat Mahdi 4®, 

■,d_!l 4_il (_$jj ^1 015 ! Jli 1 (jljjJl .Up lj 


b) This explanation has also been given by Allamah Badr ud Din 

Aym 4&, in Vmdatul Qdri, commentary of Sahib al Bukhari 
vol.16p.40. 

c) There is a mutdbi '“narration of Hadrat Jabir bin ‘Abdullah 4 * 

in Sahib. Muslim. The wording is, 'Their leader will say, "Come, lead 
us in saldh..." 


s ’ Fath al Bari vol.6 p.611 

58 

If it is understood that a particular narration is the only one regarding a specific 
subject, but another narrator supports it (in another narration) on condition that 


^ ^ ^ (jlj j]\ JLP V. a'..si A . ^ .P 0p| JJ (J-42J 

Abdur Razzaq has informed us from Mamar that he said, "Ibn 
Sirin was of the view that it is Hadrat Mahdi 4® who will perform 
uildh behind Hadrat Isa $fc§l ." 62 


I lie aahabi in both narrations are the same. The second supporting narration is 
.tiled Mutdbi [irshad Usui ul Hadith p.76] - [T] 
l .ithal Mulhim vol.l p.303 
vol.l p.268 

1 A narration whose chain ends at a tabi'i or tab' ut tibi'i or a narration that 
.I. tails the statements and actions of the tabi'in is called Maqtu 1 [irshad Usui ul 
Hadith p.56] - [T] 





54 


f) Mulla ‘Ali al Qari says, 

>-*_> urdj-» a-* 4 JaI ^ lS' 

'From among you' means a common religion, or it is said to mean 
from the Quraysh and this implies that it is Hadrat Mahdi 4e.. 63 

g) Allamah Anwar Shah Kashmiri 4 &, writes in the commentary 
of this Hadith, 

° jlJl ^j4s • cS^il ^b^ll Jail i y>) <U* 

The apparent comprehended meaning of the words Your leader' 
is Hadrat Mahdi 4- M 

He further writes, 

o j 1 •,< ? 1 1 4—Jp jJ—C- 2il»ls 4 .XiP SijjJl <ej jah>-l jij 

J—jl y^<l jl_5 jlj -til " p&A j*5volj" Ja ill l 

^I ^jL_>«Jl Ja—a] ^>-I^Jl^ ^Jj 1 *jIj O 

1—<a—>l • A—>-L« j^jl -U_p ll ^Lo^/I <Cv« jl^ilj t -*Jl&J-Ij 

i/io 

Some narrators of Muslim have overlooked certain aspects in this 
narration. They have taken Hadrat Isa ?fe3 to be implied at this 
juncture. They have narrated the words 'and your leader from 
among you', i.e. even though he is of the Bani Israil, he will be a 

62 Musannaf ‘AbdurRazzaqvol.il p.399 

63 MirqatulMafatihvol.10 p.232 

64 Fayd_al Bari vol.4 p.45 
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lollower of your shariah. According to my understanding, the 
wording of &ah.ih al Bukhari is preferred, i.e. 'and your leader from 
among you' - as a jumlah ismiyyah 6i . The implication in this case 
will be Hadrat Mahdi 4. This implication is corroborated by the 
narration of Ibn Mdjah. 66 

| ladith Two: 

H ." : Jl-_j A> ail -ill Jj-j Jb '• Jli 

^ ^ M 

Hadrat Abu Sa id 4 narrates that Rasululldh M said, "There will be 
a khalifah from, among your khulafd' who will distribute wealth 

unstintingly." 67 
Hadith Three: 

L.J A> -ill 4)1 J>-> Jli: 

Ual. "oJjo JUI ^ KM oUjJl j Oj&" 

Hadrat Abu Sa id 4 and Hadrat Jdbir 4 narrate that Rasululldh $ 
xaid, "There will be a khalifah during the final era who will distribute 

wealth unstintingly. " 68 


A sentence beginning with a noun - [T] 
* Ibid 

*> ili<li Muslim vol.2 p.39S 
“ Ibid 
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Maulana Badr e Alam Mirthi 42 ^ writes, 

It should remain clear that it is proven from the Ahadith of Sahih 
Muslim that there will be a khalifah of the Muslims in the final era. 
In his time, great blessings will descend. He will be born before 
Hadrat ‘Isa Dajjal will emerge in his time and he (Dajjal) will 
be killed at the hands of Hadrat Isa HOB. This khalifah would have 
taken the place as the imam of ialah when Hadrat Isa will 
descend from the skies. He will step back upon seeing Hadrat Isa 
8£9. Hadrat Isa will say to him, 'You have the right of leading 
the salah (itnamah) because you have already taken the place as 
imam. This is a honour for this ummah." Hadrat ‘Isa SfcSS will 
perform this ialah following Hadrat Mahdi 4®. 

All these qualities are proven in authentic Ahadith that the 
scholars of Hadith have not criticized. The only thing that 
remains to be discussed is whether this khalifah is Hadrat Mahdi 
or another khalifah. Other Ahadith clearly state that this 
khalifah is Hadrat Mahdi 

According to us, once this khalifah has been mentioned in 
Sahih Muslim, and the other Hadith books clearly state this 
khalifah s name with the same details as in Sahih Muslim, then, 
these other Ahadith should be understood to be in the same 
category as those of Sahih Muslim. Therefore, there is scope to 
state that the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4® is proven from Sahih 
Muslim directly. 

An example of this is that when a Hadith of Sahih Muslim 
states that when Hadrat Isa will descend, then one leader of 
the Muslims would have taken the place in front to lead the salah. 
There are other Ahadith that explain the name of this leader as 
Hadrat Mahdi <&>. Certainly, these Ahadith will stand as the 
explanation of the unclear Hadith. Another example; a Hadith of 
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Sahih Muslim states that there will be a khalifah towards the end 
of time who will distribute wealth generously. It is proven from 
other Ahadith that generosity of this nature will be found in the 
,. ra of Hadrat Mahdi 4®. Therefore, it is correct to state that the 
Ahadith of Sahih Muslim refer to Hadrat Mahdi 4®. 

Similarly, with regards to the Ahadith about wars that are 
narrated in Sahih Muslim, if it is explained in other Ahadith that 
these same incidents are to happen in the era of Hadrat Mahdi 4®, 
then it stands to reason that the narrations of Sahih Muslim refer 
to the incidents of the era of Hadrat Mahdi 4®. hi all probability, 
the scholars of Hadith have understood some unclear Ahadith to 
refer to Hadrat Mahdi & upon this basis, and have recorded them 
in the chapters pertaining to Hadrat Mahdi 4*. Like Imam Abu 
p.iwud indicates towards the twelfth Imam to be Hadrat 
Mahdi 4a by recording the Hadith of the twelve Imams in the 
1 lupter of Hadrat Mahdi 4 &. 69 

| ladith Four: 

J yu jJUj Up 41 c CP 41 41 XP J, u* 

Jli c i-UJI J! jj-l Jp y ^ 

, U JL*;: jy\ J (J-j Up fij* y 

. i-x.Nl ad-A 41 i_x>^ (. ®lyl L Jp jl I N . J 


I'.irjumdn us Sunnah vol.4 pp.378,379 
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Hadrat Jabir bin Abdullah 4* narrates that he heard Rasulullah 
saying, "There will be a group in my ummah that will remain firm 
upon the truth until Qiyamah. Then when ha bin Maryam will 
descend , their leader will say, "Come, lead us in saldh." He will reply, 
"No. Some of you are leaders over others. This is a bounty of Allah 
upon this ummah." 


The leader of the Muslims in the above Hadith refers to Hadrat 
Mahdi 4b. ‘Allamah Shabbir Ahmad ‘Uthmani explains this 
in Fath al Mulhim, 


^ j*~Tl ajpjll ^A^ll J.! ^Ul ja ^Jl aIjS 


'A-r^, 


The Imam of the Muslims, the promised, fortunate Mahdi is 
meant by 'Their leader will say'.' 0 

We come to know from this text of Allamah Shabbir 
Ahmad Uthmani that all the Ahadith on this subject that 
vaguely state the word 'leader' or 'khalifah' refer to Hadrat Mahdi 
4». 71 We will also mention a narration of Sahih Muslim 77 about the 
Mahdi in the forthcoming pages. 

Note: A number of authors in the past, as well as a few 
today reject the belief of the emergence of Mahdi simply upon the 
basis that Hadrat Mahdi 4= is not mentioned in the sahihayn. We 
hope that this explanation removes any misgivings in this regard. 
Allah ijg states, 


70 Fath al Mulhim vol.l p.303 

71 ‘Aqidah Zuhur e Mahdi p.62 

72 vol.2 p.388, Hadith 2884 
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The one to whom the advice from his Rabb had come and he 
refrained, then for him is that which has passed. [Surah al Baqarah 

(the Bull) 2:275] 


HADRAT ISA m AND HADRAT MAHD! 4* ARE 
TWO DIFFERENT PEOPLE 

t <j~J.pl ^jJ UJAa- t J^SlI XS- <jj ^jj 

jl dJUb. j_j <j—il ,jp i j—d-l {j * 1 <jj obi <jp <■ t£xJ r l -dlb- <jj 

Nl bJJlJl Nj t o-Li Nl y>Sll abjj V : Jli ail ail J 

N ) t <j~Ldl jljd. J_p Nl ipl—Jl ^ j-aj N j t b>«—i Ml (j-bJl Nj <. IjUal 

' 1 J £°bbl JL-Ilj ^ ^ ^-b* jjjl • " fij* <y. *^l 

Hadrat Anas bin Malik *&> narrates that Rasulullah M said, "The 
matter will increase in severity, the world will retrogress, people will 
become stingy, Qiyamah will not happen except upon the worst of 
I'cople and there is no Mahdi except Isa .' 73 

It is apparently proven from this Hadith that the promised 
Mahdi is none other than Hadrat Isa There is none else to 
emerge as the Mahdi. Two answers to this are provided here. 

1. The grading of this Hadith is debated, (mutakallam fih) 

2. The interpretation of this Hadith is demanded rather than 
the apparent wording. 

Sunan Ibn Majah p.302, Al Musnad AlJJmi' Hadith 1600 
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1. The grading of this Hadith is debated, (mutakallamfih) 

Hafiz Dhahabi XX in Mizdn al I tidal states the following under 
the biography of Muhammad bin Khalid al Janadi, 

The Hadith 'There is no Mahdi except tsa narrated by him is 
munkar . 74 

One of the reasons why this narration is munkar 76 is that it 
is based on the narrator, Muhammad bin Khalid al Janadi who is 
alone in narrating this, and he is highly debated about 
(mutakallam fih). Hafiz Dhahabi XX writes about him, 

L-AjI . l <ti)l -Up JlSj i cL-jjAI l <Jli 

Azdi says, ’he is munkar al hadith 06 , and Abdullah al Hakim says, 
'he is majhuf". Hafiz Ibn Hajar Asqalani XX writes concerning 
Muhammad bin Khalid al Janadi, 

^JaI -Up (_ jp£. jjL>- JuX- ! (Jl^ 

Al Abiri said, "Muhammad bin Khalid is ghayr ma rii/ 78 according 
to the scholars of narration." 


Mizan al I‘tidal vol.3 p.52 

75 Munkar is a narration whose narrator makes a lot of mistakes or is very negligent 
and forgetful or he is responsible for any other open sin besides lying and 
innovation, [Irshad Usui ul Hadith p.l 16] - [T] 

76 Munkar al Hadith refers to a narrator that has narrated many Munkar 
narrations. He deserves to be left aside, [irshad Usui ul Hadith p. 117] - [T] 

7 ' Majhul refers to something that is unknown. It refers to a narration whose 
narrator is not known because his name was not mentioned in the chain. [ Irshad 
Usui ul Hadith pp,101-102]-[T] 

78 Unknown - [T] 


I le further explains, 

^jJLp . " Jj-s^r ^ ail -Up y\ Jl* : Jl*j" 

i f i_o-kjdl 

buyhaqi said, Hafiz Abu ‘Abdullah said, "Muhammad bin Khalid 
is majhul."' 9 

Hafiz Jalal ud Din Suyuti XX has written at length on this 
1 ludith in his Misbdh az Zujajah, marginal notes of Sunan Ibn 
Mdjah. We feel it appropriate to present a summary of it here, 
Allamah XX has scrutinized the rejection and acceptance of this 
narration by the scholars as well as the criticism of the debated 
narrators 80 with his special sight into research and his in depth 
•.ludy. Abul Hasan All bin Muhammad bin ‘Abdullah al Wasiti 
\‘X has mentioned a dream in this regard, in which he saw Imam 
SliAfi‘1 X±< Imam Shafi'i XX said to him that Yunus bin Abdul 
A la has wrongly attributed this narration to me. He has also 
mentioned the answer that Ibn Kathir XX has explained. 81 
The author of Nibras says, 

Y ^ ® ^,1 jy . N (-L-jjA-l jS) 

1 his hadith is not authentic. 82 


Tahdhib ut Tahdhib vol.9 p.144 

Yunus bin Abdul A'la Xi, and Muhammad bin Khalid al Janadi Xi, 
Misbah az Zujajah, marginal notes of Sunan Ibn Majah p.300 
Nibras p.315 
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A text of Minhaj us Sunnah states, 

ai_Jk bL» i. <■ Ayja 1 pj J-* VI V LuJb- uli 

° ^ 41—11 £- 4 i«. cLol>-Vl 

The Hadith There is no Mahdi except ls4' is da if - s3 For this 
reason, it cannot be contrasted with this one. 84 

Allamah Saghani has classified this narration to be 
tnaudu '. 85 

2. The interpretation of this Hadith is demanded rather than the 
apparent wording. 

The author of Misbah az Zujajah has written in the marginal 
notes of this Hadith, 

oLJI j ojl^Jl L—ob-VU cJJLk ^IjJl yk. I^J IJL»j 

dili j* *\fr\ jJ j <. IfciL V j/bJl Xpj i y l _ r _y jfr. 
dl dJJj <JLj j 4 f^LJl p->s> y y> (5-LI jl 

^ ' S>-l>"jJl . LsjI Ljly od 


Da if is translated as weak. It refers to such a Hadith in which the conditions of 
S.ah>k and Hasan are not found. [Irshid Usui ul Hadith p.121] — [T] 

Minhaj us Sunnah p.562 

* 5 A1 Fawaid A1 Majmu'a bi al Ahadith ad Ha ifah p.195 (Chapter of 
Miscellaneous narrations, Hadith 127, Tadhkiratul Maudu at p.223 (Chapter on 
the Final Age and its trials) A Maudu narration is one from whose narrator lies 
have been proven, even if one lie was spoken by him, all his narrations will not be 
accepted. The narrations of such a narrator are not accepted according to the 
Hadith scholars, [irshad Ushl ul Hadith p.99] - [T] 


Outwardly, it seems that this Hadith contradicts those that 
explain of a Mahdi besides ‘Isa (&&). However, upon careful 
*i rutiny and thought, we understand that there is no 
i ontradiction between the two, considering the purport of the 
(wo. The meaning of the above narration is that the title 'Mahdi' 
infers to Hadrat Isa SKS* to a complete degree. And Hadrat Isa 
being a Mahdi does not negate another person being a 
Mahdi.' 86 

We learn that this narration cannot be used as proof. The 
subject matter of this narration also deserves scrutiny in the fight 
ol a comprehensive study of the subject. The reason for this is 
di.it there are a number of Ahadith before us that clearly state that 
Hadrat ‘Is£t $3 and Hadrat Mahdi are two different people. 
These narrations are presented below, 

H 1 .14k- j\ J ti-kjilj Ly-T J y.y y J ^ ^ ^r 

vaiv) u/nn 

I hat ummah will never be destroyed , at whose beginning I am, at 
whose ending will be Isa bin Maryam and whose middle period will 
have Mahdi among them. 87 

j* ^ 5 . 4 il jly-l J y' ■ 'LL- y y , 5-111 L» 

taivt ^ \ f/ni 

Hit person behind whom Isa bin Maryam will perform $alah is from 

00 

among us. 

** Sec Misbih az Zujijah for a detailed commentary 
’ Kanz ul Umm4l vol. 14 p.266, Hadith 38671 
" Kanz ul Ummil vol. 14 p.266, Hadith 38673 
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elf—i ^ 41p J**' tlH •$**£' 

l-i-5 ^ ^ j»jj ^ ^ jL?“ ^ p~ju A>- J >-1 . " ( _ y —^ AaJL>L (J-^ajj j»Jy 

X*A ^uu j 

It is narrated from Hadrat Abdullah bin XJmar ■&> that he said, 
"Mahdi will emerge after Isa and Isa will perform (one) salah 
behind him." 

.up ^,jA y l _ y ~~p J y-i y>■ jJ-l y* JjUj y» iijlW Jl 'j> N" 
t U auI j_y-o Ij ^J-*j aJ JlLs ( jp <JjAj t ^jxJLail c. — 1 I 

• J^rj 4)1 (J-* - (*-^>1^^ y^i uy»l a»V! o-La jl I J yLs 

Y * * A_2^ 4)1 4)1 JL -s. J_> yC- ALL- j Jljdl J^P y\ A>- j>-\ 

VAr^U-Ij 1A1 ^ 

T/iere wi// always be a group among my ummah who will fight in 
defence of the truth until Isa bin Maryam descends upon Bayt al 
Muqaddas 89 at the time of Fajr. It will be requested of him, "O 
messenger of Allah, lead us in salah." He will say, "In this ummah, 
some lead others." [Similar wording is found in Sahih Muslim] 

J j—l frl_il ya faAj ^15 jA yj ^—-P (JjJ -Is J (_£jLgll OjsxL 

« » s siU ojJ-a!I C—<k-sl ^1 I -P cijij t ( jwUl) ( J-^s ^*JL«j ! ^JL^il 

89 In Jerusalem 


.4 ) A_4j.i?- yf- ALL —1 (j jj-*-P • iS^J y° (J^J 4^»- 

j ySz ti l 5 jj ^ liW - <j 4 *' 

0 ^ 1 x ^ J! Y * ^ ^ 

Mahdi would turn to Isa bin Maryam when the latter would have 
descended (from the sky). (His hair will be in such a condition) that it 
would be as if water is dripping from it. Mahdi will say, "Come 
forward, lead us in saldh." Isa will reply, "The tqdmah has been 

I ailed out for you." He (Isa) will perform saldh led by a person from 

1190 

my progeny. 

Jjjj : a_Jlp 4)! L j-~* 4)1 Jj_—j JLS: Jls alp 4)1 y>j jA*r y 

v*jlj ; J_^L* c Ilj Jl*j ftj* Cy. cs— 'A' 

^ i ^jUi-l j Aj>- y>~\ . A-«SM olX aI)I <a j£j l y^xj jJp 

II is narrated from Hadrat Jabir 4® that he said, "Rasululldh M said, 
Jsd bin Maryam will descend, then their leader Mahdi will say to 

lam, Come, lead us in saldh. 1 He will reply, 'Some of you are leaders 
ni'cr the others. This is the honour of Allah upon this ummah. 1 " 9 ' 


Sinwn of Abu Amr Dani pp.202-209, Hadith 596 
1 Al ll.lwi vol.2 p.64 from Abu Nu'aym 
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y—y »-1a : JU 4il a^>j u* 

U£ j»ij ^°/^A ^| 4^-^>-l. ^>LJl l^g-ip p-ts> jj_ 

V^jLLIJ 

It is narrated from Ibn Sirin jtfk, that he said, "The Mahdi is an 
individual of this ummah. It is he who will lead Isd bin Maryam 
in saldh." 92 

jJsSj ^JL.j <l!p 4i! (J-^3 4)1 J y*j LJa>-: Jli -UP 4)1 ^i> j <UUI jp 
t JL-ijJ-l y*~i ^ vi~iM ijjil I Jlij i Jb»-jJl 

J y~*j L-i >— 1 _j*Jl ^jjli ■ H JLSi i i-iUi 

t ^J-211 (»-frLsr.j ‘ >^jd ^ : Jli ? 

^ ^^p jv^Jp il (*-»: J-<«i f A# oi lr~r» ‘ 

‘ L y-^ r ‘illi grj* 1 

p—j- (J-aJ t till Ifili : ^Xaj <»J iJjAj j*j 1 kJcS ijy o-b yr^ £*0;* 

j->)j *-+is ; - ch'j * * vv (*-*j •' (*-f L * 1 

° (_5jlA-l (j I•iS' — *J JaiUlj — p-»u y\j p£\J-\j ijljP 

It is narrated from Hadrat Abu Umdmah «&> that he said, 
"Rasulullah & delivered a sermon in which he discussed Dajj&l. He 
said, "Madinah will remove its dirt just as a furnace removes dirt from 
steel. That day will be called 'The Day of Release'. Umm e SharU 

n Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah vol. 15 p. 198, Narration 19495, A1 H4wi voL2 pAS 
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nujuired, "O Messenger of Allah, where will the Arabs be on that 
day?" Rasulullah % replied, "They will be very few and will be located 
in liayt al Muqaddas. Their leader 'Mahdi' will be a pious person. 
I'heir Imam would have come forward to lead them in Fajr $alah 
when Isa bin Maryam will descend among them. This Imam will 
walk back on his heels in acceptance so that Isa may come forward. 
Ud will place his hands between his (Mahdi's) shoulders and say to 
him, "Go forward, because the iqamah was called out for you." Then 
lliar leader (Mahdi will lead them in saldh." 93 

Summary: 

In the light of all these narrations it is known with definite 
mtainty that Hadrat Mahdi 4s> and Hadrat Isa 85® are two 
•llllercnt people. Also, in various places in the Sahihayn it is 
. iplained that the descent of Hadrat Isa 85® will take place at 
in h a time when the Muslims will have a leader amongst them. 
I licre is not a single da if (see footnote 83) narration that states 
lli.it Hadrat Mahdi 4s> is not meant by the narrations that clearly 
late his name. Consequently, it has become clear that Hadrat Isa 
and Hadrat Mahdi are two different people, and not one 
1 'i'nton with two names. 

Despite this, if the narration of Sunan Ibn Mdjah 'There is 
no Mahdi except Isa' is accepted to a certain degree, then its 
• iplanation is as stated below: 

I The meaning of referring to Hadrat Isa 85® as Mahdi is 
A ilham al Mahdi' (the Greatest Mahdi). This is because every 
Hiililrd person and every person who guides others can be called 
Mahdi' in the light of its lexical implication. Imam Suyuti has 

" Al lliwi vol.2 p.65 
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recorded the following statement of Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Um.ii 
•&> 

: Ojiyii ^aJl : IJLi U jS)l Jii ks- -u>l jyl jt. 

c^jL i all jjU-! . a_J ( J_ ; j U-Lrf» lil t ^JUaJl JayJI 

^ * rv (*jj ^ ^ ^1J oIjjw Ii5j TA^ 

The Mahdi, as is commonly used, is like a person saying, 'A pioui 
person. This is because if a person is pious, he is called Mahdi'. (in 
the light of this, 'Mahdi' can refer to a number of people in it* 
general implication). 94 

It is quite apparent that in consideration of this lexical 
meaning, there will be many individuals found from aftei 
Rasulullih until today that could be called 'Mahdi'. RasulullAli 
M himself used the word 'Mahdiyyin' for the khulafd' e rdshidin 
Hadrat Isa is referred to as the highest ranking rightful 
Mahdi. Ibn al Qayyim points to this in the following words, 

(JV->J “J 4-Jp ail I (J—'P <ul J J (J-L-i ux j*Japl —-P jS I" 

jiS jlj i o\y* J M : Jii jl : JU jl Jl... ic-LJl 

UAv-iJiljldl . "Up.yi 

Isa is the greatest Mahdi after the era of Rasulullah % until 
Qiydmah... it is correct to state, 'There is no genuine Malull 
except him even though others can be (called) Mahdi. 

Similarly, it is said, 'Hajj is ‘Arafah'. The meaning of this U 
not that only wuquf in arafah constitutes Hajj- However, it mean* 
that it is an important link in the chain of Hajj. In the same way 
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llie word 'Dajj&l' can refer to many people who possess the 
i|iulities of Dajjal when considering the lexical meaning of the 
word 'Dajj&l'. The real and complete reference of the word, 
however, is to the great liar, Dajjal, who will emerge in the time of 
I lad rat Mahdi and Hadrat ‘Isa 85SK. 

Another interpretation could be that a Mahdi who is complete 
and sinless is Hadrat ‘isA $&. Ibn al Qayyim xi&k, writes, 

I »l£]l —g-Ll ‘ ij-i C5 ‘ — ^ l^-^l W ’ dLL <jl Ic^J 

, yd! (Jj ^ ^ ~o _ 7 S'JL_JI <J Jl* I jS . ^ » . l l 

Y/A1 

II is correct to say, The only Mahdi is Isa bin Maryam, i.e. the 
nmplete and sinless Mahdi.' 

Shaykh Barzanji also writes along similar lines, 

^ i T ApLiMl . Jl <ulP Ml UJlha L*yA*a li-'-fr* M 

I'liere is no sinless general Mahdi except ‘Isa?fiSl. 9S 

I t he above interpretation is clarified by the following Athar (see 
loot note 2) of Walid bin Muslim as recorded by Allamah 

‘.uyiUi 

1 ll —AS * 1 J y£ M-ayj d ..* a .a . (Jl—S ail ^ yj .xJ^J| ^yp 

,» . »jJl L ail a^j yl^jJl JLp yJ j ^ I <• 4 j^\j jyiXj.1 

' • j <dol y . I ..ytjA yj ^mwP ^yXll , 9 aL*x)l adp i ^Xi I 


94 


Al Hawi vol.2 p.78 


Al Ishl'a p.143 




70 


71 


: Jli -up -il 1^,1 j . 

J 0^1 . jLLJl :Uj (4)1 y _Uj: 

Y ^ j*-*J jyuJl VVA ^jU-l 

It is narrated from Walid bin Muslim j&j, that he said, "I heard a 
person who was delivering a lesson of Hadith saying, 'There are 
three Mahdi's, one is the Mahdi of goodness, 'Umar bin Abdul 
Aziz the second is the Mahdi of blood, upon whose hands 
bloodshed will come to an end and the third is the Mahdi of din, 
Isa bin Maryam, upon whom the entire ummah in his time will 
bring faith. There is another narration from Hadrat Ka b <$> that 
explains that the Mahdi of goodness (the awaited Mahdi, 
Muhammad bin Abdullah) will emerge after Sufydni. 96 

4. One interpretation is that there is an implicit text here. Tin- 
complete text would read as follows, 

^ ^ ji 4-ic- ( _ s —'i/i j jj 

Mahdi will consult with 'Isa S& in all affairs. 97 

The above answers can be presented as the interpretation 
of all those Ahadith whose subject matter could cause one to fall 
into error, thinking Hadrat Isa m and Hadrat Mahdi to be 
the same person. A narration of Musnad Bazzar, narrated by 
Hadrat Abu Hurayrah «&>, shows this, 


96 ■ 

A1 Urf al Wardi fi Akhbar al Mahdi p.35, A1 Hawi vol.2 p.78, Al Fitan p.2S I 
Narration 988 
9 Al Isha'a p.143 


. • Lijj: jJL .j aJLp 4i\ ail J Jl»: Jli <i)l J* 


- IIN jp \ Gl*l pjj* ol o* 


Uasulullah M said, "Those of you who will live will see Mahdi, i.e. Isa 
I'm Maryam. He will emerge as guided, an Imam and a just ruler. 9 * 

The summary of this discussion is that Hadrat Isa and 
I hjrat Mahdi 4fe are two different people. Therefore, those who 
luve moved away from the path of truth, believing Hadrat Isa 
.mil Hadrat Mahdi to be one and the same person are in reality 
denying Hadrat Mahdi <&>. Such a person is astray. This is 
•-specially true with regards to the Qadiyani sect who first believed 
I l.ijrat Isa and Hadrat Mahdi to be one and the same 
pei son. Thereafter they said that this person is Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad Qadiyani (upon him be what he deserves). They are 

• i Mainly very far from the path of truth and are wandering in the 

• alley of deviation. In fact, the following verse illustrates their 


n-ality, 


JlSsj "ji odj I i3 J* CjQIp 


I hirkness upon darkness. (The darkness is so intense that) He is 
unable to see his own hand when he extends it before himself. [Surah 
an Nur (Celestial Light) 24:40] 

The truth is that none of the signs regarding the awaited 
Mahdi, Muhammad bin Abdullah and Hadrat Isa %£& are 
..id in Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiyani to the least extent. 


Musnad BazzAr voL9 p.77 
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THE BELIEF OF THE EMERGENCE OF MAHDl 

1. It is necessary and obligatory for every Muslim to believe in the 
emergence of Mahdi. 

^ * 0 jy . (_$!) 

In summary, it is obligatory to verify, i.e. believe in the emergence 
o( Mahdi. 00 

The following is explained in Shark Aqidah as Safarini, 

j I J-*' jjA* jA ^ (. J gj 

r/A. o-U-ip ^jJ-*! JjLif- 

It is obligatory to have belief in the emergence of Mahdi. This is 
established according to the scholars and is recorded in the books 
of the Ahl us Sunnah wal Jama ah. 

‘Allamah Muhammad bin Sulayman al Halabi 4^ writes, 

. j IJLSj 11 4_JLp J i <jl pTfrl j 

JL^l JSU! 

Know well that it is obligatory to believe in the descent of Isa 
Similarly, (it is obligatory to believe in the) emergence of 
Mahdi. 100 

Hadrat Shah Waliullah Muhaddith Dehlawt says, 

The emergence of Mahdi close to Qiyamah is a certainty. Hadrat 
Mahdi 4® will be a truthful ruler in the sight of Allah M and 
Rasulullah 31. Rasulullah sH also prophesized him to be a khalifah. 


99 Nibras p.30S 

100 Nukhbah al La’ili p.71 


He further writes, 

1 1 will be obligatory to follow Hadrat Mahdi 4® in those matters 
lit,it deal with the khalifah during his (Hadrat Mahdi 4®s) 
Uuldfah. 101 

} The belief of the emergence of Mahdi is an accepted belief of 
the Ahl us Sunnah wal Jama ah. 

Maulana Badr e 'Alam Mirthi Jk, explains in Tarjuman 
u\ Sunnah that the commentator of Aqidah As Safarini has 
1 1,imied the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi «&> to have reached the 
level of tawatur (see footnote $0). He has counted it among the 
beliefs of the Ahl us Sunnah wal Jama ah. He says, 

The Ahadith concerning the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4b are 
to many that they can be said to have reached the level of tawatur 
ihii nawi (see footnote 5l). This aspect is so famous that among 
I Item that it is counted to be from the beliefs of the Ahl us Sunnah. 
Alui Nu aym Abu Dawud 42^; Tirmidhi 4Nasai 4 ife 
uul others have recorded a number of narrations from the 
,.ill.lbah 4 and the tabi'in on this subject. From these narrations, 
one attains definite conviction in the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 
K Therefore, it is necessary to have conviction in the emergence 
nl Hadrat Mahdi 4b in accordance to the explanation of the 
, ilrma and the beliefs of the Ahl us Sunnah wal Jama ah.' 102 

\ One attains complete conviction in the emergence of Hadrat 
Mahdi 4® due to the Ahadith narrated in this regard. 


"" l/.Alatul Khifa vol.l p.26 

Tjrjumin us Sunnah p.377 from Sharh Aqidah As Safarini 

ft 
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4. Mufti Nizam ud Din Shamzi 4^ says, 

'Those who are affiliated with the field of Hadith are aware of the 
fact that the scholars of Hadith record the chapters in their books 
of those things which, according to them are proven in the 
Ahadith. This is especially the case when after transmitting the 
Hadith they remain silent. In accordance to this principle, it can 
be safely said that those scholars of Hadith that transmitted 
Ahadith about the emergence of Mahdi 102, and recorded separate 
chapters for these Ahadith had the belief of the emergence of 
Hadrat Mahdi *&>. They also had the belief that he (Hadrat Mahdi 
4&) is one of the signs of Qiyamah .' 104 

5. In every era, from the honourable era of Rasulullah M until 
today, the mufassirin m , mutakallimin 106 and most of the ulema' of 
the ummah have explained the emergence of Mahdi with due 
importance in their books and statements. Abdur Rahman 
Mubarakpuri writes regarding this, 

jjJl j >-T j Oj M -Cl jLopVi j£ ,Jp Jj. 1 SitSdl j01 (*J>I 

v* * ^ tj ■ Jii oi Jl ... V^-Jl JaI {j* 

It should be known that it has remained famous among all the 
Muslims that in the final era, a person from the ahl al bayt 107 will 
emerge... his name will be Mahdi. 108 

103 This has been explained in the chapter 'Ahadith pertaining to the emergent r 
of Hadrat Mahdi 

104 Aqidah Zuhur e Mahdi 

105 Scholars of Tafsir (Exegesis) - [T] 

1(16 Scholars of Belief-[T] 

107 The household of Rasfilullih % - [T] 

108 Tuhfaal Ahwadhi vol.6p.401 
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The conclusion reached is that the vast majority of the 
Muslim ummah believes and accepts the emergence of Mahdi 
with tawdtur (see footnote 50). 

6. The ulema'of aqa 'id have stated the emergence of Mahdi to be 
the truth. Hadrat Mufti Kifayatullah says, 
before Qiyamah, the occurrence of the emergence of Dajjal, the 
1 oming of Hadrat Masih and the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 

<*; and all those things that are proven from authentic narrations 
and are worthy of standing as proof are true.' 109 

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Idris Kandehlawi 
writes in ‘Aqa'id e Isldm, 

It is among the beliefs of the ahl us sunnah wal jamd ah that the 
emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4® in the final era is true and 
accurate. It is necessary to believe in it because the emergence of 
Hadrat Mahdi is proven from mutawatir (see footnote 50) 
Ahadith and by the consensus of the ummah, even though some 
of the details are proven from Ahadith classified as khabar e 
wdhid 110 . From the era of the sahabah and the tabi'in until 
today, Muslims of every class, in the east and west, the ulema 1 , 
pious, commoners and elite have been explaining the emergence 
of Hadrat Mahdi 4a'. 111 


"" Jawahir al Iman p.8 

110 Khabar e Wdhid is literally translated as 'that which has teen narrated by a 
•Ingle person'. In the study of Hadith it refers to such a narration which has not 
1 rallied the level of tawdtur. - [T] 

''' AqA'id e Isllm vol. 1 p.64 
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THE RULING PERTAINING TO THE PERSON WHO 
REJECTS THE EMERGENCE OF MAHDI 

The emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4® is the unanimous belief of all 
among the ahl us sunnah. Therefore, it cannot be rejected. Faqih 
al Ummah Hadrat Mufti Mahmud al Hasan Gangohi writes 
regarding the rejecter of this belief, 

Question: 

Is the belief of the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4® among the 
necessary aspects of din in the light of the Qur'an and Hadith? 
What is the ruling of shari ah regarding the person who does not 
believe in the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4®? 

Answer: 

All praise is due to Allah, and may His blessings and salutations be 

upon Rasulullah 

Detail regarding the vicegerent of Allah - the Mahdi - is found in 
Sunan Abu Dawud. Mention is made of his signs, the pledge of 
allegiance at his hands and his works. The person who does not 
accept his emergence does not accept these Ahadith. He should 
be reformed so that he can tread the straight path. 112 

Hadrat Maulana Abu Muhammad Abdul Haq Haqqani 
writes, 

'It is part of the beliefs of the Ahl us Sunnah that Hadrat Mahdi 4® 
will emerge in the final age wherein he will overpower the non 
Muslims and strengthen Islam. The rest of the details have been 
proven from narrations classified as khabar e dhad 113 . These 


Fatawa Mahmudiyya vol.l p.l 11 
113 Plural of Khabar e Wdhid - [T] 
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details are also portions of various ahadith that have been strung 
logether. If a person does not have conviction in it, he does not 
leave the fold of Islam. It is a separate matter altogether if we err 
in understanding the narrations passed down to us in whatever 
way from Rasulullah M. However, all of them are true and will 
definitely happen. This should be borne in mind with the other 
signs of Qiyamah as well. 114 

THE CONCERN OF THE SAHABAH 4 AND 
STRANGE GLAD-TIDINGS FROM RASULULLAH M 

i OJ_>- L~~o juj l ) j£j ol '. Jli *u)l ^ 

1 (c 11 1 1 f t jl . JIas ^,1 j aJp 1 Lltiwi 

Jli t : Jli Jli Lj : Lii : Jli (JLJI ju j). U~j j\ bu-* j\ 

v 1 yi J 4 J . . Jli l a P1 ^b . J^pbi 4 JI 

^ (_£jb> j . Jl>- IJL* . q)l 

Hadrat Abu Sa id Khudri 4® narrates that Rasulullah M said, "We 
bar that events would take place after Rasululldh |g. We asked 
Kasulullah M about this. He Hk said, "Mahdi will emerge in my 
ummah. He will live for five, or seven or nine. (Zayd - a narrator - 
doubted) Zayd says, 'We said, "What measurement is this of?" He "M 
uiulf "Years." He then said, "A person will come to him and say, 'O 


" Aqa'id e Islam p. 185 
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Mahdi , grant me, grant me. 1 " He M said, "He will place so much 
(wealth) in his clothing that he will not be able to carry it." us 

The famous muhaddith, Hadrat Maulana Rashid Ahmad 
Gangohi said the following in the light of this Hadith, 

'Once Rasulullah $5 gave the §ahabah glad-tidings of the goodness 
of the first three eras, they understood that trials and events 
would occur after that (the first three eras). There will be such a 
time after the best eras that every day will prove to be worse than 
the previous one. 

The sahabah *&> became worried about the future of the 
beloved ummah of Rasulullah M upon hearing this, that, what will 
be the condition of the ummah when they will be involved in 
religious works and death will come upon them suddenly? Also, 
who will awaken the ummah from the sleep of negligence in this 
time of evil, trials and deviation? Rasulullah M gave these glad- 
tidings in order to remove the worry of the sahabah cfe so that 
they would be contented that even during this critical time, there 
will be emergence of guides. The emergence of guides is a clear 
proof that even in this era full of trials, the essence of goodness 
will be present and the teaching of din and the spread of the 
Sunnah will continue." 16 

He further explains the reconciliation between the three 
figures narrated in this Hadith, i.e. five, seven and nine, 
j c(1M dAljjJl aJL* ijv 4 ^Jl l*—< 1—w?* 

115 Jami at Tirmidhi vol.2 p.47 

116 Al Kaukab Ad Durri vol.2 p.57 
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- 4 <-k 

• I'he reconciliation between these narrations is that preparation 
of his army will take place in five years, then war will be waged 
with the non Muslims for two years, he will then rule for two 
years. In this way, there remains no contradiction between the 
words of the Hadith.' 

THE STATUS OF MAHDI IN RELIGION, THIS 
WORLD, AND THE HEREAFTER 

I. The following is explained in a Hadith, 

UL-jl J J fij* i y. ‘ ^ 4 ^ ^ 

\ i/rn 

t hat ummah will never be destroyed, at whose beginning 1 am, at 
whose ending will be Isa bin Maryam and whose middle period will 
have Mahdi among them . 117 

>. He (Hadrat Mahdi £>) will be the final khalifah e rashid. 

He will be the final mujaddid. 

4. He will reach the highest level of sainthood ( wildyah ). 


11 ' Kani ul 'Ummll vol. 14 p.266, Hadith 38671 
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5. The following narration describes him to be one of the leaders 
in paradise, 

aTp <bl ajuI <J j** j C »^**.».*> . JlS <UP <U)I ^fi>J siUla y l j~j\ ^ P 
j-j(_)— 1—>1 1 A_~i-I J—*1 o-sl—' s..-llall _lp jJj • J y> 

^• c^-k^ilj 

Hadrat Anas bin Malik ■&> narrates that he heard Rasulullah 
saying, "We, the progeny of Abdul Mutlalib will be the leaders in 
paradise, myself Hamzah, Alt, Ja'far, Hasan, Husayn and 
Mahdi." 118 

This narration is not among the fabricated narrations of 
Sunan Ibn Majah. There are mutabi '(see footnote 58) narrations 
for it, as well as narrations that corroborate this one. 

6. He will be blessed by Allah M with great spiritual strength. 

7. His status is directly below that of the Khulafa e Rashidin. 

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Idris Kandehlawi 
writes regarding this, 

’Imam Mahdi is the final khalifah e rdshid of the ummah ol 
Rasulullah His status is after that of Hadrat Abu Bakr and 
Hadrat ‘Umar 4b according to majority of the ulemd'.' 119 

8. All the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth will love him. 


118 Sunan Ibn MAjah p.300 

119 Al Qaul al Muhkam fi Nuzul Isa bin Maryam, well known as Nuzul e IsA w.i 
Zuhur e Mahdi 


') The first ialdh that Hadrat ‘Isa $£» will perform after his 
descent will be as a follower of Hadrat Mahdi 4*. This is a form of 
honour for this ummah. (A distinguished person of this ummah 
Miind whom a Nabi will perform salah) 

10. He will not be a Nabi or a Rasul. Wahi will not come to him, 
and he will not claim nubuwwah. No one will believe him to be a 
Nabi. 

We learn from this that the person who claims to be the 
Mahdi as well as a Nabi is a liar. (Similarly, all those that claimed 

10 he the Mahdi until today are also liars) 

11 Hadrat Mahdi <&> will be the khalifah and the ruler of the 
Muslims until the descent of Hadrat !si .%B'. 

I 1 Hadrat Isa will hold the status of leader (amir) after his 
descent, and Hadrat Mahdi & will hold the status of minister 
i wazir). They will consult with one another. 

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Yusuf Ludhiyanwi 
' i lies regarding this, 

ll.idrat Isa will be the khalifah after his descent. This 
position of his is part of the creed of the Muslims. It is for this 
ison that Hadrat Mahdi will hand the matters of the khilafah 
■m i to him after his descent and he (Hadrat Mahdi ) will 
I" i ome one of his ministers. All the Muslims will obey him. For 
iIns reason, there will be no need for any claims, nor any election 
hi selection.' 120 




Al Mahdi wa Al Masih p.21 
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REMAINING HIDDEN UNTIL HIS EMERGENCE 

After the study of Ahidith we realize that the emergence ol 
Hacjrat Mahdi <& has been kept hidden until a specified time 
When the time for his emergence comes, this secret will suddenly 
be opened for the people by Allah tJg. It is also surprising to note 
that Hadrat Mahdi 4® will not be acquainted with his status. Thin 
is learnt from the following narration, 

Uj> (_£Ji_gi!: a_Lp <ujI ( J^> -oil JJlS: Jli <cp <oil l j* 

A>-L» . aU (j Ail Aj*«L<aj C~Jl ( J>1 

Hadrat ‘Ali 4& narrates that Rasulullah M said, "Mahdi will be from 
us, the Ahl al Bayt, Allah will bless him with the capacity 
overnight." 121 

Shaykh ‘Abdul Ghani Dehlawi writes in the 

commentary of this Hadith, 

. A_i*J J efrl—ij A_j*>U-lJ OjLo^Al A5xL<aj AjU J5 <0)1 A^xJLvaJ ^$1 

<L>-lA-l 

Allah will bless him with the capacity to rule and hold the position 
ofkhalifah suddenly overnight. 122 


Sunan Ibn MSjah vol.2 p.310, Musnad Ahmad vol.l p.106 
Anjah Al Hajah 


83 


All.imah Ibn Kathir Jk, writes in the commentary of this Hadith, 

1 <ol$Jl. ji ji -Uj ^ '-r ‘Jri <-$' 

'A ^ j 

Ml ali will bless him with His special favour and will grant him 
divine ability, thereby inspiring him with this reality and making 
|,lni acquainted with his position ofwhich he was unaware. 123 

The characteristics and good qualities of Hadrat Mahdi 4* 
will remain hidden and unknown until the time for his 
, mergence. For this reason, none will recognize him. Once the 
Hme for his emergence comes, in His infinite power, Allah "% will 
, irate all the abilities within him to rule in a single night. Due to 
tins, his being the Mahdi will become so clear and open that a 
i m pie ton will be able to recognize him easily. His emergence will 
|„. loved and adored by all because of the great trials that will be 
pirscnt at that time. 

Hadrat Maulana Badr e ‘Alam Mirthi j&k- writes, 

\ deep reality is opened up by means of this. And that is, some 
people in whose hearts iman is weak will question, when Hadrat 
Mahdi 4® will have such open fame, then how can he remain 
unrecognized by the general populace and the elite? The reason 
Ini this is that it cannot be understood that people will be waiting 
lm his emergence at the tiqie of great calamities and troubles. 
However, this sentence, ’ Allah will bless him with the capacity 
■nr,light' has solved this difficulty. Even though many people 
possess these qualities, his (Hadrat Mahdi 4*’s) inner works and 
(Mutuality will remain hidden by the will of Allah. This will 
irnuin until the time for his emergence comes, for then, his inner 

An Nihayah fi Al Fitan wa Al Malahim vol.l p.31 





specialities will be brought out in the open in a single night. It is a* 
though this is a manifestation of the power (of Allah) that none 
will be able to recognize him before his emergence. Once the tinu 
comes, then through the power of Allah all the abilities will hr 
created in him overnight. After this, it will be open even to a blind 
person that he is the Mahdi. 

Look at how the emergence of Dajjal is proven from 
authentic Ahadith, but how much is this proven reality hidden 
just before his emergence? Since seeing that these incidents are to 
happen in an age full of trials, it is afitnah on its own to desire the 
emergence of Mahdi and the presence of Dajjal and delve into 
this subject.' 124 

WHEN WILL THE MAHDI EMERGE? 

The emergence of Hadrat Mahdi -&> is greatly emphasized in tin 
Ahadith. We have also been given definite information that aftn 
his emergence, the Muslim ummah will develop and prosper. At 
the same time, the exact year and month has not been specified. 

The conditions of the Muslim ummah at that time can In 
gauged to a great degree from the Ahadith. From these Ahadith, It 
can be learnt that the time for his emergence is close. 


124 


Tarjuman us Sunnah vol.4 pp.404-405 
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THE GENERAL CONDITION OF THE UMMAH 
WHEN THE TIME OF HIS EMERGENCE IS CLOSE 

I I lie earth would have been filled with oppression and tyranny. 

I he oppression will be so great that no place of refuge would be 
Intmd. Hakim has transmitted the following narration in this 

">V"d, 

, <~Lp 4)14)1 (J^***^ (Jia ■ ^^1 yc- 

*1*1 J r* i (J'• 9 ~ 1 -E-ui (■% J yj: 

*«JI lj j->-j It-bi u —\ tr S Mupj U ^y >jSh tjjs- 'Asrj 

Unjrat Abu Sa id Al Khudri narrates that Rasulullah said, 
( in-iit difficulities will come upon my ummah from their rulers, until 
llir earth will become straigtened upon them. Alldh will then send a 
P 1 son from my family who will fill the earth with justice and equity 
1 ml as it was filled with oppression and tyranny." 

\ People will be spitting at one another. 

« - ) j (T/r N : JlS -up 4)1 Jp 

yrr \ys 



It is narrated from Hadrat All 4® that he said, "Mahdi will not 
appear until that time wherein you will be spitting in one 
another's faces. 125 

According to the research of Mufti Nizam ud Din Shamzi 
4^, this Hadith can be relied upon. 126 

4. Taking the name of Allah ‘M will be a crime deserving capital 
punishment. 

*/° 0 * "4)1 4)1" ^31 J \i lil 

When a person will say, 'Allah, Allah', he will be killed. 127 

5. The ummah will face many tests. 

6. There will be great differences and earthquakes, i.e. very 
troubled conditions. 

7. Din will decline. 

8. There will be a flood of fitnah. 

9. The conditions will be such that the Muslims will say out o! 
hopelessness, Will Mahdi ever come?' i.e. people will lose hope 
with regards to the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4*. 


125 i • 

Muntakhab Kanz al Ummal vol.6 p.33 

126 Aqidah Zuhur c Mahdi p.70 

127 Mustadrak Hakim vol.4 p.554 
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,-LJl JjjJj (j-bl slow i-ib 4)1 

II is narrated from Ibn Abbas 4® that he said ,"Mahdi will emerge 
liter a state of hopelessness and the people will say, 'There is no 
Muhdi'. 

III The Satanic powers will have dominance in the world. 

1 1 Crookedness would have been created in the hearts of the 
Muslims. 

I. ’ There will be no importance given to din or the shari ah. 

I k Uaram will be understood to be haldl. 

II. Good will be taken to be evil and evil will be taken to be good. 

The conditions that will come over the ummah can be 
understood from the following Hadith, 

■ 4_Jl p 4)1 jJ-* 3 4)1 <Jl* • (Jlj 4)1 ^£0j Objj 

* li —a j ! jJjI# JUi <. j^l ol ^-*^1 

,»yJj f-lip j i j»^>l i (JL5 

U_i* t ^jJl j 4)1 j t ql$ll jJLp /y 4bl 

i)b . oj-ll «u*l £j LjjJI ; Jli jJl k“j 4b 1 Jb • 


Hadrat Thauban 4* narrates that Rasulullah M said, "A time will 
come upon you in which nations will invite one another to attack you 
like people are invited to eat from the food cloth. (Those who partake 
of the meals surround the food cloth. Similarly, these groups of non 
Muslims will surround the Muslims). The zahabah 4* asked, "0 
messenger of Allah, will our numbers be very few on that day?" 
Rasulullah 'M replied, "No, you will be in great numbers at that time, 
but, (with regards to din), you will be like the scum of the flood 
waters. Awe for you will leave the hearts of the enemies and you will 
fall prey to 'wahn'. A person asked, "What is wahn?' He % said, "Love 
of this world and fear of death."' 2 * 

BIOGRAPHIC DETAILS OF THE MAHDf 

NAME AND LINEAGE 

The name of Hadrat Mahdi is Muhammad, son of Abdullah. 
His family relation is to the Ahl al Bayt, i.e. the Banu Hashim. His 
father's lineage is traced back to Hadrat Hasan -&>. He is therefore 
a Hasani Sayyid from this side. He is traced back to Hadrat 
Husayn ^ - the martyr of Karbala - from his mother's side, 
making him a Husayni Sayyid. 

In essence, the narrations regarding this differ. Some state 
that he is Hasani, while others state that he is Husayni. Imam Ain't 
D&wud jtfhr has recorded the following narration in his Sunan, 
jj—; jj —*£■ hiJ—! (JL_5 (. o y OjjIa oLb —j ’ ajla jj\ Jli 

<J| ^ ^ : ^ o* 4 Cji o* 4 err 1 

128 Sunan Abu Dawud vol.2 p.S90, Hadith 4297 
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j 4_Jp ajjl J—x? sic- - 4 “V" ( - ) l" ’ 

a)la y\ . a_1p ail fyp j»-—b i J>-j if 

1 bdrat ‘Ali is reported to have said, while looking at his son, 
1 lasan, "This son of mine is a leader, just as Rasulullah called 
him a Sayyid. A person will be born from his progeny whose name 
will correspond to the name of your Nabi." 

t r** iH J* 4 J) if 4 brt* O* 4 

jJ i J^bll JJ ijA ^uJ-l -Uj : Jli <cp ail 

^jU-l J ^ jjIj ■ li J* Ifci s£\j lgx-J> JLLI 

yn 

1 ladrat Abdullah bin Amr is reported to have said, "A man 
horn the progeny of Husayn will emerge from the east. Even if a 
mountain has to come his way, he will destroy it and make his 
path across." 129 

After studying these two apparent contradictions, read the two 
answers provided by the author of Nibras. He writes, 

*«j“lail j ,Jy«ji-l jl aN jl if Jl (J 

^ ' cLjJlJ-I j»_ij .<up ail ^ yc- ajla y\ eljj ^ i J jSfl 

^ " ^xl ji . jhj j >~ r La> ,j * ^ 

IN 


Al Hawi vol.2 p .66 
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Scholars are of differing views as to the lineage of Hadrat Mahdl 
4®. Some say that he is of the progeny of Hadrat Hasan 4*, while 
others are of the view that he is from the progeny of Hadrat 
Husayn 4». The preferred view is that he is from the progeny of 
Hadrat Hasan 4®. A narration of Hadrat Ali 4®, transmitted by 
Imam Abil Dawud corroborates this. Some scholars have 
reconciled the two views, stating that his father will be from the 
progeny of Hadrat Hasan 4® and his mother will be from the 
progeny of Hadrat Husayn 

A point worthy of note: 

Ibn al Qayyim Aljauzi writes, 

ll j 01 y*j t yi JlJj y* “U ijj 

• I i ^y^> y* 8jJj <U)I 

jl ^1*1 el_lapl li.—i A—Ls-'b! il jjj yj> <J| ojLp <U)I <CUv oJLft j 
i y^r 9 <j ^ a ^ 1 a-jJt . 1 jldl . J Ait 

Vfv^^osii 

There is a subtle point worthy of note in Hadrat Mahdi 4® being 
from the progeny of Hadrat Hasan 4®. That is, Hadrat Hasan 4fc 
stepped down from the khildfah for the pleasure of Allah M. In 
lieu of this, Allah iSg has decreed a person to emerge from his 
progeny who will establish the true khildfah. It will be so just that 
the earth would be filled with justice. It is the way of Allah ■$& 
among His servants that he who leaves something for the pleasure 
of Allah "DU, Allah will bless him or his children with something 
better. 130 


130 


A] Man^r Al Munif p.151, Fayd al Qadir vol.6 p.279 
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Note: It is known from some narrations that Hadrat 
Mahdi 4® will be from the progeny of Hadrat Abbas 4®. 

(jl O— *Hp l—|»-P b . JlJjj ^hLaJI j*A>\ gill 

^ J^l yS . \~J>J» (. Lwi>j l Ui y> iljjj 

Rasululldh % said, "O Allah, help Abbas and the children of Abbas. 
(He M said this thrice). O my uncle, do you not know that Mahdi will 
be from your progeny. He will be guided, pleased and will be pleased 
with." 131 

The compiler of Kanz ul Vmmal states after recording 
this narration that the narrators in the chain are reliable. In some 
chains of this narration, Muhammad bin Zakariyya Al Ghallabi is 
found. He is not reliable. Some scholars have said that he used to 
fabricate Ahidith. 132 

If this narration is accepted, then it is possible that 
Rasulullah ££ pointed to Hadrat Abbas 4& for this reason that he 
was the sole elder of the family at that time. It is common to refer 
to the progeny of someone by linking them to the elders or 
responsible people of the family. 

Note: In some books, it is stated that the name of the 
mother of Hadrat Mahdi 4® is Amina. We could not find a reliable 
source for this. 

TITLE 

His well-known title is Mahdi, meaning 'guided' (one who has 
received guidance to the truth from Allah and together with 
this, he becomes a means of guidance for others). Every pious, 

111 Muntakhab Kanz ul Ummdl vol.6 p.31 
1 AJ Mughni vol.2 p.300 
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guided person who treads the straight path can be called 'Mahdi' 
in accordance to the lexical implication of the word. However, as 
a definition of the Ahl us Sunnah (which in reality is the definition 
of the shari ah), Mahdi refers to that honourable personality 
whose emergence before Hadrat Isa has been prophesized in 
mutawatir (see footnote 50) Ahadith. In conditions of despair, he 
will bring hope. He will be a means of elevating the ummah on a 
global level. His special signs and recognizable conditions are 
explained in authentic Ahadith that have authentic chains of 
transmission. These signs cannot be applied to anyone besides 
this special Mahdi. 

THE WORD 'IMAM' OR' ALAYHI AS SALAM" 
TOGETHER WITH THE NAME OF MAHDI 

THE WORD 'IMAM' 

Some people use the word 'imam 1 with the name of Hadrat Mahdi 
Some of our scholars have given permission for this. This 
permission is backed by sound proof as well. However, it is 
appropriate not to use the word upon the basis of 'saddan lit 
bdb . l33 This word should not be used as a technical definition for 
him, nor is it correct to use it upon the basis of its lexical meaning. 
The reason for this is that a doubt is created about bringing a 
shi ite viewpoint into vogue. This viewpoint is that the twelve 
individuals whom the shi as believe to be sinless are referred to 
with the title im&m’. Therefore, there would be confusion in using 


133 Saddan lil Bdb is translated as closing the door, i.e. to institute such a ruling 
that will close the door in the face of other incorrect things (before they could 
occur). - [T] 
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the word 'imam' when considering the usage of it by the shias. It 
will be better to leave it out. The reason for not using it upon the 
basis of its lexical meaning is that this word is not used even for 
people who are much higher in status than Hadrat Mahdi like 
I he khulafa t rdshidin. 

THE WORD ' ALAYHI AS SALAM' 

Some people use the word ' alayhi as salam' together with the title 
Mahdi. According to common usage ( urf), this is special with the 
messengers and the angels. Hadrat Mahdi is neither a 
messenger, nor an angel. Therefore, the word ' alayhi as salam' 
should not be used with his name. It is appropriate to use the 
word 'radiyallahu anhu' («&). 

Subsequently, our honourable teacher, Hadrat Mufti Sa id 
Ahmad Palanpuri writes in his unique commentary of Hujjatullah 
id lidligha, titled Rahmatullah al Wasi d, 

Note: Hadrat Shah Waliullah has used the word 
' alayhi as salam' in his Friday sermons for Hadrat Hasan 4* and 
Hadrat Husayn whereas the belief of imamah is that of the 
slu as. The reason put forward that it was possibly used in the 
lexical meaning is incorrect because this word was not used with 
the names of the khulafa e rashidin, whereas they were more 
deserving of it. Similarly, many authors use the word ' alayhi as 
saldm'. This cannot be correct in any way according to the ahl us 
sunnah because the belief of imamah and infallibility is that of the 
shi as. 134 


1 Kahmatull4h al Wasi'a vol.l p.85 






Maulana Khayr Muhammad Jalandhar! has written 
along similar lines in reply to a question recorded in Khayr al 
Fatawdxol.l p.147. 

In summary, 'Imam Mahdi is an effect of shism that 
has become famous among people. It could also be said or written 
unknowingly out of intense love. It is necessary to refrain from it. 

Whether it is correct or not to use the word 'radiyallahu 
anhu' remains to be discussed. To use the word 'radiyallahu anhu' 
after his emergence will be permissible in the light of the various 
narrations regarding him. One narration of Kanz ul XJmmdl 
vol.14 p.270, Hadith 38586 is quoted below, 

The inhabitants of the skies and the earth will be pleased with 
him. 

Note: The word 'Imdm' has been used a lot in the Ahddith 
for Hadrat Mahdi It is for this reason that a great number of 
the early and contemporary scholars have been using the word 
'Imdm'. However, because the belief of imdmah is a foundational 
and important belief of the shi as, it is appropriate for us to refrain 
from using it. 

*_ OjjlLju Ls 

For people is that which their way loves 
The summary of this discussion is that the appropriate title is 
Hadrat Mahdi <&>. 


1 -I.ACE OF ORIGIN 

dJ yA * 5 O . tjLi 1 - ^ y 4-~Lp 4i)l ^j pc 3 J 

(J—bjb* iqjil 1 ‘Uqb- 

jJl 4jjAjL>j ejl5^ 

l ludrat Umm e Salamah radiyalldhu anha - the wife of Rasulullah % 
narrates that Rasulullah M said,"There will be difference of opinion 
upon the death of a khalifah. A person will run from Madinah to 
Makkah. The people ofMakkah will come to him to bring him out for 
imdmah, but he will dislike it. The people will then pledge allegiance 
to him at the place between Maqdm Ibrahim and the Hijr." iiS 

The home and place of birth of Hadrat Mahdi 4® is 
Madinah Munawwarah, and the place of his emergence is Makkah 
Mukarramah. He will migrate to Bayt al Muqaddas (in Sham) 
with the objective of making din reign high. Mulla Ali al Qari 42 ?^ 
writes in Sharh Fiqh al Akbar, 

- /d.. ^_Jl ^Aiil (jb <• iI n* 

1 hujrat Mahdi 4& will first emerge in the Haramayn, and then he 
will go to Bayt al Muqaddas. 136 


Nunan Abfi Dawtjd vol.2 p.S89 
Sharh Fiqh al Akbar p. 136 
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PHYSICAL FEATURES 

Hadrat Shah Raff ud Din Dehlawi writes with regards to the 
physical features of Hadrat Mahdi 4®, 

'He will be moderately tall, his body will be agile, his colour will 
be clear and his face will be similar to that of Rasulullah His 
character will also resemble that of Rasulullah 1 to a complete 
degree." 3 ' 

The physical features of Hadrat Mahdi 4® have been 
vaguely explained in the Ahadith together with his name and 
lineage. The reason for this is that there will be no confusion in 
identifying him. A narration of Sunan Abu Dawud about this is as 
follows, 

j <u1p ail <0)1 Jj-oj Jlj • <Ji^ alp ail (_5j»ki-l {jA 

C_sJu lj-5 ‘—i**^l ( _^-d a^-i-l (Jp-I cS-kfrll 

V 0AA ijb y\ 

Hadrat Abu Sa id al Khudri 4® narrates that Rasulullah M said,"The 
Mahdi will be from my progeny. He will have a wide forehead and a 
high thin nose. He will fill the earth with equity and justice just as il 
was filled with oppression and tyranny. He will rule for seven 
years." m 

Two physical features of Hadrat Mahdi 4® have been 
mentioned in this Hadith for those who will see him. One is that 
he will have a luminous wide forehead. Second, he will have a high 
nose. Both of these show the beauty, elegance and handsomeness 


137 ‘Alam.it e QiySmatp. 10 
l,s Sunan Abu Dawud vol.2 p.588 


hI man. This is why these two things were also found in the figure 
11 I Rasulullah IH,. 139 

The meaning of mentioning these two features should be 
taken that he (Hadrat Mahdi 4a) will be handsome and elegant. 
I lowever, the basic sign by means of which he will be recognized 
r. Ins works, that he will bring an end to oppression and tyranny. 

< hit world will become a world of equity and justice. 140 

A narration of a similar nature is recorded in Mustadrak 

Ihikim, 

1 1 ^ j <cJlP <0)1 <0)1 (Jlj • <Jki <cp <0)1 ^1 l yf- 

l.l—f-j Ua—J ^<ajYl i _^"l i (^1 c v_aj'b/1 jv-d'l C~Jl Jjkl " 

< —uAI Caj ojL-j Luwj 1 Ia^a I jy? 

(ij *• Ja j~jt —P ^ I Ja . JjLC'j j 

A ™* 

I biilrat Abu Sa id al Khudri 4® narrates that Rasulullah M said,"The 
Mahdi is from us - the Ahl al Bayt - his nose will be straight and Ion 
and his forehead will be wide. He will fill the earth with equity and 
/ 11 '/icc just as it was filled with oppression and tyranny. He will live so 
many years." (After saying this) Rasulullah (spreading his five 
lingers) opened his left hand and two fingers of his right hand (the 
index and thumb), keeping the other three closed. (He had seven 
llnycrs open in total). 1 * 1 


Shami'il e Tirmidhi p.2 

Ma .irifal Hadith vol.8 p. 171 

Mustadrak Hakim vol.4 p.600 Hadith 8670 



Some narrations explain the bodily features of Hadr.il 
Mahdi 4», 

• JL?-j - 4 v j* <y i_r* : Jli -cp -oil ^e>j Jp j* 

It is narrated from Hadrat Ali 4® that he said, "The Mahdi is .1 
young man from the Quraysh, of wheatish colour and his build 
will be thin and tall." 142 

Three of his bodily features are explained in the above 
texts. However, as far as his signs are concerned, this much in 
narrated that his life will resemble that of Rasulullah It cannot 
be denied that together with knowledge, practice, perfection in 
spirituality and character, his physical features will be a means ol 
attracting and drawing people towards him. 

Imam Abu Dawud has mentioned under the 

narration of Hadrat Umm e Salamah radiyallahu anha, 

W'fij 

Hadrat Mahdi -&> will resemble Rasulullah M in character but not 
in physical features. 143 

The author of Badhl ul Majhud writes, 

ykLt j <_$] ( J_1jU J Mj) j <j\ ( jJjU J ^-i) 

°/\ * ^ jJJ b • 

Hadrat Mahdi will resemble Rasulullah in lofty character but 
not in physical features. 

I4i Muntakhab Kanz ul ‘Ummal voL6 p.34 
143 Sunan Abu Dawud vol.2 p.589, Hadith 4290 


It also becomes clear that it is a great sign for the 
h i ognition of Hadrat Mahdi 4» for his character to resemble that 
ul Rasulullah $S. It is also known that it is not necessary that he 
h sc rubles Rasulullah M completely in physical appearance. 

THE EMERGENCE OF MAHDI AND GENERAL 
CONDITIONS OF THAT ERA AND 
IIOW WILL THE EMERGENCE OF MAHDI TAKE 

PLACE? 

We cannot specify the time of the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi <&. 
I lowever, many Ahadith mention the incidents surrounding his 
- mergence. The summary of these narrations is that a khalifah 
will pass away. There will be difference of opinion regarding the 
leadership, i.e. who should be made the leader. A capable person 
limn Madinah Munawwarah (Hadrat Mahdi who would be 
until then unknown by the people) will go to Makkah 
Mukarramah. He will have the fear that people would make him 
(lie khalifah. He will not like to accept the post of khilafah. He will 
•nive to keep himself hidden but the people of Makkah 
Mukarramah will recognize this handsome capable person. 
I '(-spite him not wanting it, people will begin to pledge allegiance 
•I Ins hands at the place between the Hijr al Aswad and Maqdm 
IhnUiim. The people who pledge allegiance at the blessed hands 
II lad rat Mahdi 4® first will number three hundred and thirteen, 
uicsponding to the number of participants in the battle of Badr 
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and to the followers of Talut These three hundred and 

thirteen luminaries will have a very high level of iman and they 
will be the best of all the people of every era after those of the 
khayr al qurun 145 . Then, as the news will spread, the sincere ones 
will form different group; and join Hadrat Mahdi A group will 
come from the east and will help Hadrat Mahdi *#= in the 
establishment of his rule. The following narrations explain this, 

loJL>- ! ^y "'t*’***-*' y aI j} y aL* y~ 

J APjj (_31 y* k A*»wl> Jyl I ijb* (_jlajla ^y jLL*Jl 

4_lP -Oil j *j>- J y ctJjli-l y -Oil J-P ( jP L yiy 

Oj-byJ (_} U y^° Lp ail I ail 1 y-»j <_5 bfl . Jli 

£ • AA ij V * • ^,1 y** . 4j Ua l — > 

Hadrat Abdullah bin al Harith bin Juz az Zabidi 4* says that 
Rasululldh % said, "People will come from the east and help Hadrat 
Mahdi 

After going into extensive detail with regards to the 
narrators of this Hadith, Hadrat Mufti Nizam ud Din Shamzi 
says that this Hadith can be relied upon. This is because no one 
has classified it as tnaudu (see footnote 85). 


144 According to the famous view, there were three hundred and thirteen sahabali 
A in the battle of Badr, and those who followed the guidance of Hadrat Talut i&H 
and went forward to face Jalut also numbered three hundred and thirteen. 

145 The best of eras. They are the eras of Rasulullah 3s, the sahabah and the 
tabi'in. - [T] 


The Abdal from Iraq, Sham and Yemen will also come 
,md pledge allegiance at the hands of Hadrat Mahdi 4*. 

In the initial stages, the army of Hadrat Mahdi 4* will be 
ill equipped. However, due to the blessings that will come from 
the help and assistance from Allah •£, he will progress. 

* 

( ,.L. j -Up aIjI ^1 J! if 4 y*-* if' 4 <3 'ff 

4 *SL> jLi OJiil y Jjrj jr‘ <iA>- XP j 

<JI <d*_j t ^^11 ay t ojlS yj «clo y> ^*bJl ^ 

jl^Jl kJU «jli 4 pr doJU IjJl* 151 J >■«. f bill y J~~r 

,_y-Abj <■ Jbll 4 fbiJI Jl-b!j 

.Lp ■ . iyy» Jl5 jl uy~* £-r- J cr?*i 4 <>P 

t Y Al ^ , 3 b y\ J \jj\ 

Hadrat Qatddah Jfo narrates that Rasululldh % said, "There will be 
difference of opinion after the demise of a khalifah. A person will leave 
Madinah for Makkah. The people will take him out of his home and 
pledge allegiance at his hands at the place between the Hijr and 
Maqdm while he will dislike it. An army will be dispatched from 
Sham to face him. When that army will reach Bayda, it will be 
wallowed by the earth. Then groups from Irdq and the Abdal from 
Shdm will arrive and pledge allegiance at his hands. He will take out 
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the treasures and distribute it. Islam will be established in the earth 
and he will live in these conditions for seven or nine years." 146 


: Jj-i jO—j «-> 4)1 ^_J| 4,| ^ 

lil ^ >. oJ| \jj> 

t ^ U Mi ^ r ‘ ^ 


Jp V J5J ^ ciill o^i! ^ 

l»-ij ^A A A (U—^i • {J—J «-4 p 4il ^J1 J* ^ Lfij 

YAAr 

Hadrat Hafsah radiyalldhu anha narrates that she heard Rasululldh 

^ Saym & " An arm y wlU definitely head for this house (the 
Baytulldh). When they reach Baydd', the centre part of the army will 
be swallowed by the earth. The front part of the army will call out to 
the rear part of the army ; the earth will swallow them too. None will 
be saved except the informant." 147 


& & ‘ ^ LJ ' dUil &> t i-wl J Aj U^-l ; 

oi 4)1 uCa}A\ r , j_p c 0,_^ ^ 4l jlp : Jli 4UL 
(*>-* '-i-r : Jli |J^,j aJlp 4)1 4,1 


146 ““““~“- 

Musannaf Abdur Razzaq vol.ll p.371, Hadith 20769, Sunan Abu Dawud 
Hadith 4286 

147 Sahib Muslim vol.2 p.388, Hadith 2883 
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* 1-) . ■ > S LI : jJ l k. ■ * C OwtP .5»tP ^ ^*-4) ( 1 

t J1 f • (*T7 <>• 

.)—.p j tjli . iLf- y& Lo 4)1 j ^1 y oil a~p (Jlii 

i j_P 4 4_>toj ^1 «2->jl-i-l ^jp c JuL* 4)1 Jup c j^UJl <2JUiil 

o^JJl ^L^-l oj f 41 j\s^ yj a.* yi Ow>jil 

Y/TAA ^Ju_j . ol yu& 4)1 JUp 

Umm al Mu'minin radiyalldhu anha narrates that Rasululldh $g 
said, "A nation that will not have the ability to defend themselves will 
seek protection at the Baytulldh. They will neither have the numbers 
nor will they be ready. An army will be dispatched to them (to face 
them). When this army reaches Baydd 1 , they will be swallowed by the 
earth." Yusuf bin Mahak - a narrator - says that the people ofShdm 
will march to Makkah at that time . 148 

THE EMERGENCE OF SUFYANIAND THE FIRST 
CLEAR MIRACLE OF HADRAT MAHDI4^ 

The story of Sufyani is a very important one when discussing the 
incidents relating to Hadrat Mahdi 4*. Sufyani 149 is related to the 
Quraysh and his maternal family is the Banu Kalb. For this reason, 
the people of Band Kalb will rally around him. 

118 Sahih Muslim vol.2 p.388 

1 " He will be from the progeny of Khalid bin Yazid bin Abu Sufyan. The title 
Sufyani is derived from his lineage. His name will be ‘Urwah. 
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He will be from the desert part of Damascus in Sham. He 
will move to the corners of Sham and Egypt. Sujydni is a great 
tyrant and oppressor who will kill infants. He will carry out 
general massacres, and the Sadat 150 will be targeted the most. The 
bellies of women will be ripped open and their children will be 
killed. The tribe of Qays will gather against him but he will kill 
them all. The narrations explaining this are collected below, 


J y *j Jli • Jli a^p Ail j ijj <_jl j^p 
J 1 SrJ— 4 4 — Cj* J L j (jl-a-Jl aJ Jli J 

M <■ J1 ; ;* A? H JXAjJ f-L^Jl Ojhi Je.' I 

■'J 4 ( iLj o^-l J ^ JjJ J>-j — i*l; 

j'-' 3 151 1 ^ jLiJl aJI jwi <, <. o_u?- lx>- 

1J_A . Jj-i«ll Ml *AJ c p- ^jS/l ^ 

-’S >,L r :>wa —^I (J^ . eU-yi jij t Ja jJp ib-^Ml 

AoA“l (Jj i/°^° 

Hadrat Abu Hurayrah 4k narrates that Rasulullah % said, "A person 
called Sujydni will come out from Damascus. Most of his followers 
will be of the Banu Kalb. He will kill to such an extent that he will rip 
the bellies of women and murder their children. The tribe of Qays will 
gather a force against him. He will kill them until no one will remain. 
Then a person of my family (Hadrat Mahdi 4°) will emerge from 
Hira. When this news will reach Sujydni, he will send out one of his 

150 The progeny of Rasulullah - [T] 
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armies. He (Hadrat Mahdi 4k) will defeat them all. Sujydni will then 
lace him with his own army. When they (the army of Sujydni) will 
reach Bayda', the earth will swallow them. None of them will remain 
except the informant."' 51 

The crux of this is that when this oppressive tyrannical 
person will hear of the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi d&>, he will 
immediately send one of his armies to face Hadrat Mahdi 4». This 
.umy will head for Makkah Mukarramah and will encamp at 
Bayda.' 51 Suddenly, the centre part of the army will sink into the 
earth. Those at the front of the army will inform those at the back 
so that they do not fall into the same predicament. However, 
before they can resort to any plan to save themselves, they will be 
sunken too. The sinking of this large army into the earth will be (a 
manifestation of) the help of Allah and it will be a miracle that 
will make Hadrat Mahdi 4-= famous in far away lands. 

: -j a_Jlp <uil jJ —p <ujI JjLi : cJli l—fs- Ail L ^j aJJU- jp 

*•—b li- -ii L fjji jJ y C~—Jl J y'y, y* I—<U <1)1 

i ^j^Ul I JI • Ail Jb I'-Lib t jt-f- f-l-uJlj I y\S tal 

—>■! j l—'ij ^1|. t ..... 11 j l : Jli 

^ AA * j»ij T/TAA .^:Li ^jp Ail ^ <■ Jjj-Uojj 

It is narrated from Hadrat A'isha radiyalldhu anha that she said, 
"Rasulullah % said, 'It is surprising to note that a few people from my 

1 '' Mustadrak ala AsSahihayn vol.4 p.565, iiadith 8586 

Bayda' is a barren land in front of Dhul Hulayfah in the direction of Makkah 
Mukarramah 



ummah will set out for the Baytulldh together with a person from the 
Quraysh who has taken protection in the Baytulldh. When they reach 
Baydd', they will be sunk into the earth." We said, "O Messenger of 
Allah, there will be all types of people on the path." Rasululldh %£, said, 
"Yes, among them will be people who are pleased, people who have 
been forced and travelers. They will all be destroyed at once. Allah will 
then raise them up on the day of Qiydtnah according to their 
intentions.'' 153 

Note: When Sufyani will hear of the sinking of the army, 
he will set out himself for Makkah Mukarramah. He will launch an 
attack on Makkah Mukarramah. Under the leadership of Hadrat 
Mahdi 4®, the Muslims will be very weak as far as equipment is- 
concerned. It will be like the scene of Badr, but, the help of Allah 
$£ will come and the army of Sufyani would be heavily defeated. 
The army of Hadrat Mahdi 4® will be victorious. 

A narration transmitted by Imam Abu Dawud 
narrated by Hadrat Umm e Salamah radiyallahu anha with 
regards to this is quoted hereunder, 

a—Jp <uil 4 aJ v_^Lp> 1 jp c 

A—Xj jll Al ^jA T 4 ClJ 1 jA XP ! Jli jvJd-J 

(ju AjjajLjS t ajlS jP1 j Aj ^>-(. aSvo Jjbl U aJL* t a£» Jl LjU 

a_^a Oi—;4x_~JL (*-r <X~ju aJJ t ^Jl 


i Jx&l aXLapj —!l Jlx_>l oU! iAUj ( j»bJl tali t iqxllj 

t Lt*J d---_IS A_JljJ*-l ^Jj-3 ( j_» jdXj l Ajjj«jL«3 

_IS ixp ^i - ^1 A»xkl^ t *wJS - *-> dltaj ^ g . I p q j j g la * A 

Ajlj J A«Jp AUl J-P AX~J ^Ul (J Jill 

ajta j—i\ . <j j.Jl-J.1 aJlp J-aij j»j a Oi*” - £?*-" t Ji 

Y/OA^ 

Hadrat Umm e Salamah radiyallahu anha - the wife of Rasululldh M 
narrates that Rasululldh M said, "There will be difference of opinion 
upon the demise of a khalifah. A person will then run from Madinah 
lo Makkah. The people of Makkah will bring him out and pledge 
allegiance at his hands at the place between the Hijr and Maqdm 
Ibrahim while he will dislike it. An army will be sent from Sham to 
face him. This army will be sunk into the earth at Baydd' - which is 
between Makkah and Madinah. When people will see this unnatural 
occurrence, then the abddlfrom Sham and the pious from Iraq will 
come in groups and pledge allegiance at his hands. A person from the 
Quraysh whose maternal uncle is from Banu Kalb will emerge. He 
will lead an army against Hadrat Mahdi 4«. They (the army of 
Hadrat Mahdi *&) will defeat them. That will be the army of Kalb. It 
will be a loss for those not present when the spoils of Kalb will be 
distributed. (Hadrat Mahdi 4^) will distribute the spoils and will rule 
amongst the people in accordance to the sunnah of their Messenger M- 
Islam will place its neck upon the earth (Islam will gain dominance in 
the earth). This will remain for seven years. Then Hadrat Mahdi 4s> 


153 


Sahih Muslim vol.2 p.388, Hadith 2884 
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will pass away and the Muslims will perform the janazah saldh over 
him ," 1S4 

From the text 'from his companion'-, we learn that one 
narrator is majhul (see footnote 77). However, this majhul 
narrator is known from other chains. His name is Abdullah bin 
Harith. 

Note: After defeating Sufyani and the tribe of Kalb, 
Hadrat Mahdi will distribute the spoils of war. He will 
distribute it in accordance to the sunnah of Rasulullah M. The 
receipients will be given as much as they can carry. 

The importance of the spoils of this war is highlighted in 
the Ahadith, 

NUp jlj y : l*jiy AX* -6i\ J\ J* 

^ j . l^ilw -X>- jj 

It is narrated from Hadrat Abu Hurayrah 4o 155 that he said, "The 
deprived is he who is deprived of the spoils of Kalb, even if it be a 
tqdV s6 By the being in whose control my life is, their women will be 
sold on the road of Damascus. A woman will be returned due to a 
broken shin." lS7 

The summary of this discussion is that all the people who 
will be part of the receipients of the booty attained from the war 


154 Sunan Abu Dawud vol.2 p.589 

155 This narration is rnarfu' 

Iqal refers to a cord used for hobbling the feet of a camel, or a headband made 
of camel's hair. - [T] 

1,7 Mustadrak of Hakim, Hadith 8329 


with Kalb (even though it is a iqal) will be very fortunate. The 
person who is not part of it will be considered to be deprived. It is 
as though the people of truth have been encouraged to participate 
in the battle against Sufyani and his forces in the Hadith. Besides 
I he booty, the women of Kalb will be taken as slaves and will be 
sold on the road of Damascus. A woman from among them -will 
be returned because of her shin being broken. 

CONQUEST OF SHAM 

The fame and acceptance of Hadrat Mahdi will become 
widespread after his emergence and the defeat of Sufydni and his 
forces. The people of truth will come to him from different places 
in groups upon groups. He will go from Makkah Mukarramah to 
Madinah Munawwarah. After presenting himself at the grave of 
Rasulullah M, he will proceed to Sham. The Romans will be ruling 
Sham at that time. 

We deem it appropriate to quote a detailed narration of 
Hadrat Abdullah bin Masud 4s, in which the wars that will be 
fought under the leadership of Hadrat Mahdi and other 
conditions are explained. Nu aym bin Hammad 4 ^ has recorded 
it in his 'Al Fitan' wherefrom Allamah Suyuti has mentioned it in 
his 'Jami as Saghir'. Sayyed Barzanji jafe, has mentioned it as well 
in his Al Isha ‘a’. The sequence of all the incidents regarding 
Hadrat Mahdi is highlighted in this narration. Many parts of 
this narration are clearly corroborated in the Sihah books. 
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Cjhj uwL-J.1 jjSC> : Jla <cp ail L gj>j 2 jAwi y <d]i jue. y. 

ol fv-51 ^ Ijjp p+xj, IJili y>- t j iju* 

‘ C~cj'j^ ‘j^r—dJ (*-$d;LLo j j ka.i 4 ^ jLi II £. j p J| 

J^SM t ^L^.15 aJ ^ pjLjJl 0j^wli : {Jj Jl d_^Li 

. O^J^is t ^ j*lwsl U ljj^,li : Jl J yj I iiydl ,_5j|jiJ 

J! Ldj OjJjij t |j_,i jy»Ukl £j\j2 j*5U—Ui N 

* 

4 '-i 4 -0-'^ ^jjJl jl : 0 J JL* a.lialk..JUl> -, g .--i -, 

^ 1 (*-J J l* 4 t oji |*_$la U-iij t oOp j*_$la j*Jlj t bjp 

Vjj 4 m* y>*Jl J J* J UiJl (J. cJlS Ji * p. jju^ 

4 j->»Jl J L^jJl ^l_fr Ul ilp JS - (. ilp (jOj a?-^ ^iJUJu <uj^J 

j* IjlJliJ ^Ijll \jiy\i (»LlJ| Js-Ij-j pyj lil : p-yLa ^ Jjij 

^ 4 ^ ^ C^JI yj 4 UJUii j*5l~il 

d?*-> 2y .—« (j-»l Jlai Jli - ^Jill c-jj JjjyjCj i Jz*il j ii>Ju> 

a_jIp all I (J—-a (jr-r^ Jl—ai • JL» ? J\-*J—L! y d-^ 0 ^Sj : alp ail 

^J\ ^ Jyd~l\ y Igjl y Jp oXj ^jj| J : jJL,J 

0 -^ r UI Jrr : Jli ? < 0)1 L Jjj .1 Uj : v^Ji : Jli - jJ^Jl Jp 

(J—^ p l ci !■! Oj- 5 cj c JaiJjS/K_i jLii y. ^jp 

UL-va jvr^L'Li JajjSfl y j 'j2l\j <. JaljS/l ^ Jp JyJLilj 


■o\ c ^—->< yj~2s (jl jJl (j aj>-j a ; i.l a ^] 3 ...a l l k_»j>-LsP jJUi y*j) l^lj 4 
I *—(. O^NLj p-f-jJU ail c_aJl i LaJl uy’-r^' dr <4 ^l ^-6-;^~ ( _y :;> ' 4 -^ll 
f-rj-* 'y? j-ll O^jLisJ ^<J_ail C—-j IjjL; ^ UJl 

• Jli t (jl^l a^l- 4 (jil^li 4 (jl «li»- ^ja ^yy-j£-j 

|*j_J j*dJ_a J_«>J t j»^aLxP I Jl—i ? ail J_^~“j Ij ® -S ^* oJa 

J—a-1 ^-» (j_j^> N l <—>_/*^l ^r-~ a -a la ^0_jJl_T“jl* <j?® (j^ 4 J 
l L«JJ (jl_^ilj la»JJ j^Jlj jlja jjjla^S l j\ (jlijAll 

t (^j*j IJ5j Ii5 aj Jli y ^Jp Oj - »-LJ>I Jjiaj ,_ja>jjl (jl jJI j y-j>tZ> 

ail ^gdl ^J*j-ll ^-1 Jli ci^ Jj^ 


C-Ul (j'.o.LJ.I ^ Jli l^fjp a^w? Jj^dJ (ji^s~adl ,jp 0 yii (jli 
lli jjaiJl v^~Ul lali C l>l..ltlI y^ij < jJliJl yiJ t 


y >-jlll «aj C (j^X»~J jAj f-li^-i y J^-lj jAii ji t-IJ^-i j^a 5 y*- 

>j~Jj t alL j^i^Laj jt-f^li Ojy> m (ji-Jl j~lill l«lj t aila ^_! ^a-i 

j»—*_j (*-*j- <3 J a_>-l>- yj> ^jj^xJI IJ^- ail <jld jJ ! jjJji j ^j jJU Oys >Jo 
LjLI J jl—la ; (j—laa — ^JL-aj ^j_ljj a-l jy i > ^*J| i»J__a 


J_ji (J—Uj l (—ajP*i/l J-ljJl ll> \jy 4 lil jJl UllJ *y jS- Uili>-i J 
J a. 1 1 Jl Li* 4 ^ j. l . l I Lg^—alS” j»UtJ! f^yj\j t a^*—alS ^JSjl: 

y 3 -*-! (jl ja-f-sAAJ ^Ul 4lJi]l lalj 4 Jl »-jl>tj y Cy jl>»J-l J (j-ajlj 
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^jlp i >-iij j '-^ 4)1 ^ : 

i jJjll oi J-* o^uL-ij jyA*y 4 ^ bs** j) r^ u 

Ai ja ji fJ > y' ‘ oi 13 ' '^- ^ 

,_ .1 0 *>U1 J Ao 4 w yjj f^ ^ ^j'jj (>*3 

JUj 4_*-oj y-La_Jl OH ijy»-^—(I/* 4 _-~L<a 3 l 4 -J.P 

ju Hiii ".*y>jlj <ii jUii 4-jp ji 4 nil jui s-J* j*" 

^L-p -v & ' Jij^r lj Jy» "^UJI v-Ip" (*^y if J*^ 3 ' <i* 
^L-p JapI J-^ISL. L;: JjJbj *Sir&\ y «S^ j Jd^r 
^Lp *lS\ Jjl j* 1 k Jyj ‘ y y u ^ Js?'^ 

y-.jll Jp oyi -0)1 J_rdj y ^ '-'’^ 4-5 Jc*'yi J- X> *V 

fJ ^Jl yj' cS A^-> ^ J -^ 

y jiS\ L-i IjjJj U : L*jy >J Vjy* 'A ^ 

: j^Jyi 4 Ujj— J-*j M' aiA J <*\^ U J ^ r 5 C-^ 3 ' 
j_p fJ ^Jl ^^Jrj jJ. OUMl Oji^U 4 iyU ( 4 yi cP* j' > U >*' 

Ai JU-aJI jl u/Jl li: ^'>' ffc 3 ! " b * 

ow \£ Li y^ ■*» (Hc» ^ y* J- 3 ^ 1 r 5 -^ r 5 ^ 31 ^ 

u Jp f J^5l ^.J 4 *>UsL yU Oj-^ yd u Jp (*i 3 Sy 

Nj f jjJi yjLd ^ r*^ ^ ^ 


. 4*AA' a, y • ^ 

, ^ ^ i. jiy i ^ j'j^J* a*-o ^ Jrj 

JLH, y ^ *>*> ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ W ^ ^ y-' J ^ ^ 

^\j JU->Jl; i*A -y S* 3 ' '^■■ U ‘- 'j>* i - 11 3*&s ■-'>' 1 ' '" & 

J* w w ‘ f J> •** 0 >* 1 - i, 

O^A - r 1 ^ r" f 1 * &* ° su 

^ ^ ft-jyj* ^ ^-’ 

L^ ^jtz jj 14i »u u r*4 4 w '-^ 1 *'> ^ 

oA ^ 41 t-y. 41 .Ujl ^ fl A' *. > 

^ jjbUj f**—J' A fif* j; r*^ 1 ^ ^ <^ J ' J Lj "^' J 

yroyo ^ j^\^\ rxr 

I Mral Abu Hurayrah * ™rra«« d»t RasuluMh * 

„„,, fc e a truce between the Muslims and the Romans (Chnstmns) 
Then the Muslimi and Romans will jointly war against an enemy f 
the Romans. They will be victorious and distribute the booty amongst 

The translation of this narration is not word for word. The unders 
me aning is presented here. - [T] 
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themselves. Then, the Romans together with the Muslims will fight 
against the Persians. They will kill their soldiers and imprison their 
children. The Romans will tell the Muslims, "Divide the booty equally 
between us this time just like we divided it the first time." The Muslims 
will divide the wealth and polytheist slaves (but not the Muslim 
slaves). The Romans will say that the Muslim captives should also be 
divided. The Muslims will say, "We shall never divide the Muslim 
captives." The Romans will say, "This is treachery." 

The Romans will complain of this to the king oj 
Constantinople, saying that the Muslims have betrayed us (You 
should therefore help us). We are much better off than the Muslims in 
numbers, wealth and strength. The king of Constantinople will tell 
them that he cannot betray the Muslims. They have been over us for a 
very long time. Finally, the Romans will go and complain to the king 
of Rome. He will send an army oversea of eighty flags, under each flag 
will be twelve thousand soldiers (totaling nine hundred and sixty 
thousand). The officers of this army will command the soldiers to 
burn their ships upon reaching the shores of Sham so that they will 
fight for their lives. The soldiers will obey. The Christian Romans will 
conquer the entire Sham except for Damascus and Mount Mu 'taq. 
They will also destroy Bayt al Muqaddas. 

In reply to a question posed by Hadrat Abdullah bin Mas ud 
h . lasululldh M said, "The Muslims will be great in number at that 
time in Damascus, and Mu taq is a mountain near the river ofHims." 

The scene could be drawn thus: the Muslim children will be at 
the top of Mu 'taq, the Muslims will be based at the river Arnat and 
the polytheists will be behind the river Arnat. The armies will be on 
the edge of war morning and evening. When the king oj 
Constantinople will see this, he will send an army of six hundred 
thousand by road to Qinnasarin. A Yemeni army of seventy thousand 


will join the Muslims. Forty thousand people of the Himyar tribe will 
loin the Yemenis. Allah would have joined their hearts through imdn. 
I liese people will come to Bayt al Muqaddas and fight the Romans. 
I'liey will finally defeat them and destroy them completely, (after this) 
they will reach Qinnasarin. 

An army of freed slaves (from Persia) will come to help the 
Arabs. They will say, "O Arabs, abandon tribalism. We shall never be 
able to help one another until we unite." Sometimes the Arabs, at 
other times, the Yemenis, while at other times, these slaves will fight 
the non Muslims. The Muslims will expel them to the farthest valleys. 
I'he Muslims will gather at a river and will be involved in finding out 
information from one another. The polytheists will gather at Nahr 
lluqya. This river is also called Nahr Aswad. The Muslims will then 
light the polytheists but Allaah will take victory away from the 
Muslims and bless them with patience. A third of the Muslim army 
will be martyred, a third will run away and a third will remain. 

Every martyr of this army will earn the reward often martyrs 
of Badr. A martyr of Badr will intercede for seventy people and the 
martyrs of these wars of the final era will be permitted to intercede for 
seven hundred people. 

The third that ran away will also be split into three parts. 
One part of them will turn renegade and join the Romans. They will 
say that if Allah is in need of this din, then He will look after it 
Himself. These people will be the Arabs from Hira', Tannukh, Tay' 
and Salih.- One third will be Bedouins. They will leave for their 
dwellings saying that the land of our ancestors is better for us. The 
Romans will never be able to reach us. One third will say that the 
name of everything has an effect on it. That is why this land of Sham 
is unfortunate just like its name is. We will go to Iraq, Yemen and 
llijaz where we shall have no fear of the Romans. 
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The third that remained will then say that definitely wc 
should unite and leave out tribalism. We should fight the enemy as a 
united army. This tribalism is a barrier in the way of our success. 

They will then fight with this vision that now we shall meet 
our martyred brothers. The Roman army will realize the small 
numbers of the Muslims that a third has been killed; a third has 
become part of us and only the last third remains. One person will 
stand, taking the flag of the cross, and say, "The cross has conquered." 
A Muslim will then take the flag and shout from between the two 
rows, "The helpers of Allah have conquered." 

Allah will be angered at this statement of the Romans and 
will help the Muslims with six hundred thousand angels. One 
hundred thousand will be under Jibril, two hundred thousand will be 
under Mika'il and three hundred thousand will be under Israfil. Allah 
will help the Muslims and exact His vengeance upon the non- 
Muslims. The non-Muslims will be very badly defeated and the 
survivors will taste defeat disgracefully. 

The Muslims will then enter Sham and reach a place called 
Ammuriyya. Many people will be gathered at the borders of 
Ammuriyya. The Muslims will be very surprised when they see the 
vast number of Romans. 'How many did we not kill ? How many were 
chased away defeated, yet we witness this scene of so many Romans in 
Ammuriyya and the surrounding areas. These people will seek 
amnesty from the Muslims by paying Jizya. The Muslims will be 
happy with their proposal and give protection to all the Romans. The 
Romans of the surrounding areas will spread the rumour that Dajjdl 
has emerged in your homeland. This news will be false. Rasulullah & 
advised those who will remain behind at that time not to leave any 
booty taken from the Romans behind because it would help them in 
the coming battles. The Muslims will leave (based on that rumour). 


They will only come to know later that the news was false. The 
Homans will fall upon the remaining Muslims and exterminate them. 
No Arab man or woman will remain. The Romans will wipe out the 
entire generation of Arabs. Once the Muslims come to know of this, 
they will be angered and will return. They will fight them a second 
time. This time, the Muslims will kill the Roman soldiers and capture 
their families and children. The Muslims will gather all their wealth 
and goods. Allah will bless them with victory over every city or fort 
they pass within three days. When the Muslims will reach the bay, the 
banks will overflow. The Christians will say upon witnessing this, 
"The banks have overflowed through the blessing of the cross in order 
to save us and our saviour isMasih (Hadrat Isa 

When morning arrives, they will see that the water has dried 
up. It has changed course for the sea at Constantinople. They will 
immediately encamp there. The Muslims will surround the city ofkufr 
and will spend the night of Jumu ah in reciting tahmid, takbir, and 
tahlil. No one will sleep or sit. All the Muslims will sound takbir once 
in the morning. One side of the city will fall. In a state of 
bewilderment, the Romans will say, "Our war was with the Muslims 
at first. Now, we have to face the Sustainer of the universe directly. He 
has destroyed our entire city for the Muslims." 

The Muslims will wait a while and will then distribute the 
spoils of war using golden shields and filling them up. The families 
and children will also be distributed. (The women will be so many 
that) three hundred women will fall in the share of a single person. 
The Muslims will benefit from this booty until an appointed time. 

Dajjdl will then emerge in reality. Constantinople will be 
conquered at the hands of such pious servants of Allah who will 
remain healthy. No one will fall ill, nor will any sickness trouble them, 
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until Isa will descend. They will fight Dajjal (and his Jewish 
army) together with Isa 

Different pronounciations of certain words in this narration: 

Mu taq, with a ta. The name of a mountain. 159 Some narrations 
have Mu naq, with a nun . 160 Others have it as Mu iq, with a yd. 
Arnatj with a nun. 161 Some narrations have the word as Arif, with a 
yd.' 62 

Ammuriya, a city of the Roman Empire. 163 

There is great difference of opinion about the number of 
angels that will descend to help the Muslims in this war. In Al 
Fitan and Al Isha a, Hadrat Jibril Hadrat Mika'il and 
Hadrat Israfil 8SSI are mentioned. In Al Jami 'al Kabir only Hadrat 
Jibril $0 and Hadrat Mika'iil H0 are mentioned. In addition, 
some narrations state three hundred thousand while others state 
six hundred thousand. 

Note: It is quite probable that some portions of this 
narration are quite surprising. It should be remembered that the 
debated narrators of this particular narration, i.e. Ibn Lahiah, 
Harith A'war and Muhammad bin Thabit are the cause for the 
status of it being da if (see footnote 83). However, note that a lot 

IS(I Mu'jam al Buld&n ofHamawi vol.8 p.286 

160 Al Fitan of Nu aym bin Hammad 

161 Ibid 

162 AlJ4mi‘ al Kabir vol.I5 p.238, Al Qimus 

163 Mu'jam al Buldan vol.6 p.3S5 
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that was mentioned in it is corroborated by authentic Ahadith as 
was already explained. 

We present a few narrations of £ah.ih Muslim in this 

regard, 

T : J 15 jJL-j Up «il ail Jj-J ol -CP -Oil o) 

UfJdl ‘ ^ ^ apLJI 

Ohj u* ijJbt: ‘ A* ^ 

JUJ N iilj IN : ojU—il Jj-V * ^ 'y- 0^' 

vlUJ 4 ^jri ^ ^ f j*rr? «. 

l ■ U-.U... S o• IJbl oyU; V UWI 4 ail -XXP * 1 J-frU' Jus! 

jllaUJl il JydjJb \y\* ji 

(.UJI I^U- bis Jtb Jiiij Oj^r >U 4 1 J Ai ^A\ dl 

Jj «, s jLaJ\ 3) 4_s jjLUI JliiU p-*bU 4 gj>- 

1^5 t-jli <(i)l jAp ol j bis 4 (J—j -qip ail (Jv? 

•uo 4 oJio ail <UL 4 Ulc 4 fU.1 j (Uil 

\MYjj Y/TAY r JLw. . "o^ J 

Hadrat Abu Hurayrah dSe narrates that Rasulullah US said, 
"Qiydmah will not happen until the Romans have not encamped in 
A mdq or Dabiq. 164 An army comprising of the best Muslims residing 


l<»4 


Two cities close to Aleppo and Antioch in Shim 
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on earth at that time will leave for Madinah. When they stand in 
battle formation, the Romans will say, "Leave us and our captives to 
fight with those whom we have collectively taken captive." The 
Muslims will say, "Never, by Allah, we shall not leave you to fight our 
brothers." They will then fight. A third of the Muslim army will run 
away. Allah will never forgive them. Another third will be martyred. 
They will be the greatest martyrs in the sight of Allah. The final third 
will be victorious. These victors will never become involved in any 
fitnah or calamity. They will conquer Constantinople. They will hang 
their swords on olive trees and will be distributing the spoils when 
suddenly Shaytdn will let out a scream that Dajjdl has reached your 
homes in your absence. 165 They will leave everything and depart. 
When they reach Shdm, Dajjdl would have emerged. They will be 
forming their ranks in preparation for fighting when the time for ialah 
will come in. Isa '% 166 will descend from the heavens and lead them in 
salah. The enemy of Allah (Dajjal) will dissolve upon his sight as salt 
dissolves in water. If he has to leave him, he will dissolve on his own 
and be destroyed. However, Alldh will kill him at the hands of tsd 
who will then show the people the blood ofDajjdl on his spear." 167 

The reason for the breaking of the treaty and war between 
the Muslims and Romans in the narration of Nuaym bin 
Hammad £& and Sahih Muslim can be understood in brief from 
a previous battle in which the Muslims and Romans jointly 
defeated the Persians. They will have differing views concerning 

165 This will be false 

166 According to common usage, the sentence is reserved for the Ambiyd’. 
However, Rasulullah 'is used it after the names of the Ambiyd' on various 
occasions. - [T] 

' 6 ' Sahih Muslim vol.2 p.392, Hadith 2897 
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l he distribution of the slaves attained as boo/y. This is because 
there will be some Muslims among the Persian captives. They 
would have either accepted Islam after the war or they would have 
been Muslims from before and had to participate in the war 
against the Muslims due to governmental reasons. 

A narration of Hadrat Abdullah bin Mas ud *ife> about the 
details of the conquest of Sham in Sahih Muslim is presented 
forthwith, 

( J ... 1 J->-j A_j_jS3l> *■! j-f- : Jis jA>- y* y —; y* 

i (Isis 'j Juii Jli "S' ipl—Si o«-l>- :> 4i\ -Lp L Ml 

JU Mj <Z>\y« M L J>- M ipLJl jl . JUi 

f ULJI j/M 0 jAp : JUi fLlSl UUij li£* oO-j 

jl; s - : JLS «■ : JL* S Jl: cJ* ‘ J-*’ 

A d ie. Ml ^ ■» - y M O J ft SI yZ (J j . a . 1 ... l l L 4 Oij (JliiSl 

jjbj v_Jlp yf JS *M V»J *M>«> ‘ J ^ OykzjLS 

jjJcJLi i_Jlp Mj £_>■ j M yZ Jj.oi~il i °j^Zj 4 ibj — SI 

t Up <—JIp j4p JS Ay*j Ay* 4 Jr^' iJ^ 

4 ^Js>- Oj kzJ Li i-Jlp Ml £Pry M SpJA o j*-> 

•V c lJl fJ JI jlS 4 UpyZ )I Jj&j cJIp j^p JS Ay*j A}* 

Jli LJ ikl. j 4 5Jldil <Isl J*>*J i ftA-Ml J*' LL 

^ y> J jUaJl (1)1 Ji : Jli cSji ^ 
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Ml « l _ 5 —5 j tAi i>U I_^15 v_jV| abcj <. U~» Ji- ^jo- 

^-5J 3 X I... ^v—- jL ij »—JI j\a ^ I j I ^*~CS. (jc 3 IA f. *X>~\ fl I 

YAAA 

Hadrat Yasir bin Jabir says that once there was a strong red 
hurricane in Kufa. A person whose expletive was, 'Qiyamah has 
come' came to Hadrat Abdullah bin Mas'ud 4® and asked, "Has 
Qiydmah come?" Hadrat Abdullah bin Mas'ud replied, 
"Qiyamah will not happen until the distribution of inheritance 
does not stop and there will be no joy upon booty." He then 
indicated towards Sham and said, "The enemy will gather to fight 
the Muslims and the Muslims will gather to fight the enemy." The 
narrator says that I asked, "Do you mean the Christians by 'the 
enemy'?" Hadrat Abdullah bin Mas'ud 4& said, "Yes." He 4*. then 
said, "At the onset of this war, there will be great losses. A portion 
of the Muslim army will go forward on the condition that they will 
be martyred or will return victorious. They will fight until night 
will separate them. No one will return victorious and the Muslims 
will be martyred. The Muslims will send forth another part of the 
army on the condition that they will be martyred or will return 
victorious. They will fight until nightfall. No one will return 
victorious and this part of the Muslim army will also be martyred. 
The Muslims will send another part of the army on the condition 
that they will be martyred or will return victorious. They will fight 
until evening. No one will return victorious and the Muslims will 
be martyred. 

The rest of the Muslims will stand and face them on the 
fourth day and Allah will defeat the enemy. This is because a war 
of this nature will never been seen (or Abdullah bin Mas'ud 
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said), such a war has never been seen. It will be to such a degree 
that a bird will fly across the corpses and will die before passing 
them all. 

When the members of a family will count his family, he 
will find only one percent of them left (or one person will be left). 
So, with which booty will he be happy with and whose inheritance 
will he distribute?..." 

Note: Even though the Romans will be in control of most 
of the areas of Sham, but the Muslims will still have control over 
certain areas (most probably, Damascus and the surrounding 
areas). There will be Roman captives with the Muslims as well. 
Certain narrations mention that the Roman army that will be in 
Sham will be of seventy flags. Every flag will have twelve thousand 
soldiers under it, totaling eight hundred and forty thousand. This 
is one calculation. Other narrations mention other amounts. 

Review the following narrations of Hadrat Auf bin Malik 

a— l Q Lp jA j cLULo 


1 CjLp DylP Oj£> 

V* 0 1 I " UJl yLP hi! ilp JS 

Hadrat ’Auf bin Malik 4* narrates in a lenghthy marfu ‘Hadxth that 
there will be a truce between you and Banu al A$far. They will break 
it and come to you with an army comprising eighty flags. There will be 


twelve thousand soldiers under each flag. 
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L»jLJlj" <US t. Jjjb <J Ip j 3y> <Ut- -till LEL ^ 

- cl-is c AjIp Oylf 1 0i I 0 j ajAa 

uyJ~A\ Llk_i 4 UJI jLs> LSI *Aj JS ^j. c il_JI: Jli ? iUJl Uj 
> — . J—?'l . o Li Jli io-L» j <Usjjjl Li Jli) J JLo 

Hadrat Aufbin Malik i® narrates in a lenghthy marfu Hadith that 
there will be a truce between you and Banu al Asfar. They will come to 
you under eighty flags. Each flag will have twelve thousand soldiers 
under it. The Muslims will be encamped at that time in a place called 
Ghautah which is in Damascus." 168 

The Roman army totals nine hundred and sixty thousand 
in the light of the two above-mentioned narrations. 

Hadrat Mahdi will head for the Christian headquarters 
where majority of the population are Christians, in Rome, Italy 
after the conquest of Sham. 


If ’ 8 Ahmad vol.24 pp.24,25 


CONQUEST OF CONSTANTINOPLE 169 


Allamah Ibn Jarir Xabari writes in his unique exegesis of the 
Quran under the following verse, 


LLJ_jI j>- Q Lg-i d)l 41)1 Jj»-IL« 


f . „„ 

U*J 


S’ 

L\& Jp j Isp dill jp (S^U Vi li jUiJoi pb is’ is 



Who can do greater wrong than the one who prevents the name of 
Allah from being taken in theMasAjid (he prevents others from salAh 
and from dhikr) and who does all he can to destroy them? (There can 
be no worse evil) Such people may only enter them (the Masajid) in 
fear (unable to repeat their wrong). For them shall be disgrace 
(humiliation) in this world and a terrible punishment in the Akhirah. 

[Surah al Baqarah (the Bull) 2:114] 

The verse refers to the Romans that destroyed Bayt al Muqaddas.' 

He writes further, in the commentary of'For them shall be 
disgrace in this world', 'this refers to the conquest of 
Constantinople at the hands of (Hadrat Mahdi) <$> and the killing 
of the Romans.' 1 /0 

After conquering Europe, Hadrat Mahdi <&> will head for 
Constantinople. It is assumed that the Christians would have 
seized and taken control of Constantinople. Constantinople is a 
city like an island. From the various Ahadith, we assume that 
Constantinople will be surrounded by walls when the emergence 


1 1 ' Modem day Istanbul, Turkey 
' " Tafsir labari vol. 1 p.548 
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of Hadrat Mahdi takes place. The narrations of Sahih Muslim 
that detail the conquest of Constantinople are presented here, 

(*-***"-*" J-* 1 ' (*-l—J Ol -(jjl (_5 ^>J Ojij* {j) jP 

: JU i «i>l L ^ : I<, y>*J\ J c_JU-_j _Jl J ojuj 

(. IjJjj IajpU- I1U l Jswd LaJt Oj*~* LajJAj “tP-Ljl ^jA M 
-b>-i JaA^i jfS] <uil j <uil Ml Jl M IjJli i. ^ g ....< )j q*>L~j IjIjIa 

4 JIM ajUI J_^i ^ j ^jJl: JU Ml <jpt v : ^ Ju 1 I^JU- 
<u!j ail Ml <cJl M <, ^Ml L^JU“ jai—U ^51 -uilj -<i)| Ml 

j*-®^l—>■ -il *1.1 O j- 4-—' .tflj ~3 i Ij— o . ' .. * . J t 1 ^^A3 jjS’l 

^ . L —* . Oj*^- Jjj j_j-i J5 O^SJCi 1 ^>- Oa JU-jJl jl : jUi J^a}\ 

^•pi, Y/f<1*1 

Hadrat Abu Hurayrah narrates that Rasululldh M said, "Have 
you heard of a city, one side of which is (joined) to the land and the 
other side is in the sea?" The sahabah & replied, "Yes." Rasululldh % 
then said/'Qiydmah will not happen until seventy thousand Muslims 
of Band Ishaq or Band lsma il war on it. When the Muslims arrive 
there and encamp, they will not fight with weapons, nor will they 
shoot any arrows. They will call out, 'There is none worthy of worship 
but Allah and Alldh is the greatest' atid one of the city walls will fall." 
Thaur - a narrator - says, "According to what I remember, it is the 
walls of the side in the sea." "The Muslims will then call out, 'There is 
none worthy of worship but Alldh and Alldh is the greatest' upon 
which the second city wall will fall. Upon the third call of'There is no 
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diety but Alldh and Alldh is the greatest 1 , the path for the Muslims 
will be clear and they will enter victorious. They will be distributing 
the booty when Shaytan will shout that Dajjdl has emerged. The 
Muslims will leave everything and return to their homes (for 
protection)." 1 ' 1 

Note: According to some scholars of Hadith, 'seventy 
thousand from Band Ishaq' in reality refers to Band lsmd il. All the 
copies of Sahih Muslim, however, have the word Bami Ishdq. 

Imam Nawawi writes, 


^ J y*p\ (j Ids’ I ^^IjjJI JU 


Jj_j —51 J —^ Isjjj>Jkl c_3j^*11 • |T $ JU 

(_£j j_j . a., all ,_j—* ijjll 0 Oaj ^*Jl iljl Ijl <uM <UL~u j td-jOd-l 


<0~.JL.uJp 

Qadli says, "The like is narrated in all the copies of Sahih Muslim, 
i.e. Band Ishaq. However, the famous and relied upon implication 
is Band lsmd il because the meaning of the Hadith points to this. 
This is also the demand of the context of the Hadith because it 
implies Arabs. The 'city' mentioned in the Hadith is 
Constantinople. 

This interpretation could also be presented regarding 
using 'Band Ishaq' to refer to 'Band lsma il' that in accordance to 
the proverb, 'the uncle of a man is his father's twin', it is correct to 
link a person to his uncle. 

If we take the literal meaning of the Hadith, then Band 
Ishaq would refer to those individuals who accepted Islam and 
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joined the army of Hadrat Mahdi 4&, as is learnt from the previous 
narrations. 

We learn from the various narrations that verification of 
the rumours regarding the emergence of Dajjal will be taken very 
seriously, to such an extent that Hadrat Mahdi 4s, will appoint a 
special group for this task. Note the following Hadith, 

Jj <uip 4)1 4)1 J_^j Jli . y jls- d 

4 

^ jfy {j* (J^) jl t 

y/tay 

Mahci> will send a brigade of ten horsemen to verify the news. 
RasululWi said, 'I know their names, their fathers' names and the 
colour of their horses. They will be the best riders on earth at that 
time."' 71 

They will come to know that the news was false. However, 
when Hadrat Mahdi will reach Sham with his army, then Dajjal 
would have emerged. Consequently, a Hadith states, 

^ ^ ^ ^ j»-*j ^ Y ^LiJl 

When they reach Sham, he would have emerged , 173 

Note: In the course of all these conquests, Hadrat Mahdi 
will go to the Vatican. The great treasures that the Ceaser of 
Rome seized when conquering Bayt al Muqaddas are kept here. In 
his time, the Ceaser of Rome took and transported the treasure 
using one hundred and seventy thousand wagons. 


Hadrat Mahdi 4® will take the treasure to Bayt al 
Muqaddas loading it upon one hundred and seventy thousand 
ships. It is at this place where Allah M will gather the entire 
creation, from the first to the last. 174 

THE DESCENT OF HADRAT ISA m AND THE 
DEMISE OF HADRAT MAHDI 

THE DESCENT OF HADRAT 'ISA 8*9 THE DEMISE OF 
HADRAT MAHDI 4* AND THE GENERAL CONDITION 
OFTHATERA 

from amongst the signs of Qiyamah, the descent of Hadrat Isa 
HPiJ deserves great importance. This subject is so vast and 
important that where the scholars of Hadith have recorded 
separate chapters on this subject, other people of knowledge have 
written on it as well. 

It is appropriate to mention a few important incidents in 
sequence very consisely that will happen upon the descent of 
Hadrat ‘Isa ifeS. This is so that a clear picture of the works and 
status of Hadrat Mahdi 4* during the era of Hadrat Isa 8® in the 
light of reliable narrations and historical reports can be before us. 

Dajjal will first emerge between Iraq and Syria. However, 
his emergence will not be famous among people at that time. He 
will then show himself in Yahudiyya, Isfahan. Here, his fame will 
spread. He will create fitnah in all four directions. 
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Sahib Muslim vol.2 p.392, Hadith 2899 

173 Ibid 174 


For details, see At Tadhkira lil Qurtubi p.653, Tafsir e Qurtubi vol. 10 p.222 
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There are various places for the emergence of Dajjdl 
mentioned in the Ahadith. A central valley of Sham and Iriq, 
Khurasan, Hauz wa Kirman and Isfahan are'mentioned. 

A narration of Sahih Muslim mentions a valley of Iraq and 

Sham, 

OH (Jhr-lJl) jS jA 4^. ji\ jbtw j, ^\y jf- 

T 1 VV Y/t . ) . Jlyjl j ^LJ| 

It is narrated from Ha drat Nawwds bin Sam an 4^ in a marfu 
narration that Dajjdl will emerge from a central valley of Iraq and 
Sham. 

Khurasan is mentioned in a narration of Hadrat Abu Bakr 
Siddiq 4fc, recorded in Al Fath ar Rabbdni, 

4)1 4)1 Jj : Jli 4ic- 4)1 (_>l yt- 

Y . oL-l j>~ LA JLL J y, 

Hadrat Abu Bakr Siddiq narrates that Rasululldh M said that 
Dajjal will emerge from a land in the East called Khurasdn. 

A narration of Hadrat Anas bin Malik 4e in Al Fath ar 
Rabbdni mentions Isfahan, 

• | » I — ■ ** J 4)1 4)1 J j-- j Jli : Jli 4ic ail y’j -dUU ^ ( _ r JI y 

^ (Jh^l £CJi}\ . JL^jI y JU--JI 

Hadrat Anas bin Malik 4* narrates that Rasululldh % said, "Dajjdl 
will emerge from Yahudiyya , Isfahan." 

We find mention of Hauz wa Kirman in Al Fath ar 
Rabbdni narrated by Hadrat Abu Huravrah 4b, 


( »-L—j 4_-lc 4)1 J—4? 4)1 Jj—-j ! Jli 41c- 4)1 j y ,_jl y- 

Y t/VY* ^tiJl. jlo Jijjy>- JU-jJI 

Hadrat Abu Hurayrah 4° narrates that he heard Rasululldh 
wying, "Dajjdl will emerge in Hauz wa Kirman." 

The first three of the above quoted narrations are 
authentic. However, a narrator of the fourth - Muhammad bin 
Ishaq is a mudallis l7S . This is a cause for duf 176 in it. 

Reconciliation of the different places can be done in this 
way that the emergence of Dajjdl will be at first from a central 
valley of Iraq and Sham. At that time, he will not be famous 
because a large group of his helpers will be waiting for him in 
Yahudiyyah. He will then proceed to Yahudiyyah in Isfahan, a city 
of Khurasan. Together with his helpers, he will travel the entire 
world. In order to attain his objectives, he will settle at Hauz wa 
Kirman. From the wording of the following Hadith, we come to 
know that Hauz wa Kirman will be the place where Dajjdl will 
settle, 

<jUJL>- jJI 
He will settle at Hauz wa Kirman 

11 is emergence and evil will become famous when he comes out 
this time. 


A Mudallis is a narrator that narrates from a person living in the same time as 
him in such a way that people think that he has met and heard the one he narrates 
hom, but he did not meet or hear from that person. [Irshid Us&l ul Hadith p.92] - 

IT] 

'' Weakness - [T] 
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Now Dajjdl will make a whirlwind travel of the earth. Hr 
will live on earth for forty days. One day will be like a year, the 
second day will be like a month and the third day will be like .1 
week. The rest of the days will be normal. 

Most of the follow ers of Dajjdl will be Jews. Hadrat Malull 
will begin preparations for battle when he reaches Damascus 
However, conditions will be in favour of Dajjdl because he will 
have great inherent strength. Hadrat Mahdi and those who 
want him will stay in Damascus and will be engaged in 
preparation for battle. They will generally perform their $alah in 
thejami Umawi. 

In this era offitnah, the Muslims will gather in Jordan ami 
Bayt al Muqaddas. At first, the Muslims will be in Ufayq, a valley 
of Jordan. The following is mentioned in Musannaf Ibtt Abl 
Shaybah, 

J <cJip (ijj-o-l—10 

The Muslims will withdraw to the valley of Ufayq. 177 

We come to know from certain narrations that all those 
who believe in Allah and the Day of Qiydmah will be located in 
that valley of Jordan. 

rri J ' JSj 

All those who believe in Allah and the Day of Qiydmah will be in 
the valley of Jordan. 178 


177 Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah vol.IS p.137 

178 Kanz ul 'Ummal vol.14 p.315, Hadith 38791, Mustadrak Hakim vol.4 p.Sl ' 
Hadith 8507 


The Muslims will finally gather at a mountain in 
lerusalem, Jabal ad Dulckhdn. 

On the other side, Dajjdl will cause disorder in the entire 
world and come to Damascus. He will encamp on the side of the 
mountain and surround a group of Muslims. 

.1 y 0 f y ill 0 jSj —dl. 1 -Xj-V— i 1 (•-*— >_ 

The people will run to jabal ad Dukkhdn in Sham. Dajjdl will 
come there and surround them. He will put them through great 
ilifficulty. 179 

The Muslims will be put through great difficulty and 
poverty due to this siege of Dajjdl. Some people will burn the 
strings of their bows and eat it. When the siege of Dajjdl will 
become very long, then the leader of the Muslims (Hadrat Mahdi 
■tit,), will say, 'Why are you hesitant in fighting this rebel?" He will 
encourage them for victory or martyrdom. After the Fajr zalah, 
ibis decisive army will make a resolute intention (to go to battle - 
[T]). 

This night will be very dark. The people will be involved 
m battle preparations. In this dark morning, Hadrat Mahdi 4^ 
would have already stepped forward to lead the Fajr $aldh while 
l he Muslims are still preparing for zalah. The iqamah would 
already be called out, when suddenly a sound will be heard saying, 
'Your helper has arrived.' 

The Muslims will be looking in every direction. Their 
sight will fall upon Hadrat Isa ^ who will be descending upon 

' 1 At Tadhkira lil Qurjubi p.754, Ahmad voL3 pp.317-318 
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the white minaret of the Jaini' Masjid of Damascus. He will be 
dressed in two yellow sheets with his hands on the shoulders ol 
two angels. Hadrat Isa will request for'a ladder and descend 
from the minaret. 

1 ®C jA <1)1 i 1 dJJiS’ 

^ ^ k>*Ss>-\ ,_Jp <UaJ l*-Alj (juJj j4-a (jCJ (3~~0 

The Muslims will be in this condition when suddenly, Allah will 
send A1 Masih bin Maryam SSSl upon the eastern white minaret ol 
Damascus. He will have his hands placed on the shoulders of two 
angels. 180 

The group of Muslims upon whom Hadrat Isa will 
descend will be the most pious group of men and women on earth 
at that time. 181 

-j . JLS 4—Tp <u! aiil J<j! axp aid j 0 j3 

ij-* a Lr*' dL (Jp pj / j; { _ f ~y 

VAAl V yS o^ScbJl 

Hadrat Abu Hurayrah 4* narrates that Rasulullah $g said, " Jsd bin 
Maryam will descend among eight hundred men and Jour hundred 
women. They will be the best of those on earth at that time and they 
will be of a status similar to the pious people of before." 182 

Hadrat Mahdi 4® will call Hadrat Isa ifc&l in order to lead 
the salah and he will leave the front place and move backwards. 


iso Tadhkira lil Qurtubi p.702 
181 

According to one narration, the men will number eight hundred and the 
women four hundred. 

ls ~ Kitab ut Tadhkira p.762, Kanz ul Ummal, Hadith 38863 


I jadrat Isa will place his hand on the back of Hadrat Mahdi 
4 and say, 'You should lead the saldh because the iqamah was 
called out for you. 1 ' He will refuse the position of imdmah and 
will say, "It is an honour for this ummah that some are leaders over 
the others." 

* f 

JJ-Ji — <up <1)1 j aaIa\ ^1 

■c! (JjjL) fjy l ^UL; jO g a ll 

£ • VY pjj i?-U JJU Lpb J - -23 i 

In a marfu (see foothote 53) narration, Hadrat Abu Umamah 4& 
relates, "This Imam will turn and walk backwards so that tsa can 
come forward and lead the people in salah. Isa will place his hand 
between his (Hadrat Mahdi 4» >'s) shoulders and then say, "Go 
forward and perform the salah for the iqamah was called out for 
you." 183 

The saldh of this time will be lead by Hadrat Mahdi 4& and 
jfladrat Isa t&S will perform salah behind him. 

At this point, it should be remembered that the opposite 
has been narrated with regards to imdmah from Hadrat Abu 
Hurayrah 

4_Jip <u)i t j _ms “iui c—! jis *up dii j cy 

A t jjL^. ^p ^ g aadp ^y^sP cJ^pj . cJ_pu 

Hadrat Abu Hurayrah 4® narrates, "I heard Rasululldh M saying 
" Isa will descend (and will) then lead them (in salah)." 184 


Sunan Ibn Majah, Hadith 4077 
IHI Si'iyah vol.2 p.184 from Ibn Hibban 


Similarly, 

Y A ‘l V Y/T 5 Y • (*-£■“13 «c1p l _ J —~p J yJt 

Isa ffcS will descend (and will) then lead them (in saldh). 185 

Allamah Kashmiri writes in clarifying the apparent 
contradiction, 

'Hadrat Isa &SI will perform the first saldh behind Hadrat Mahdi 
*&>, because the iqdmah would have been called out for him.'" 86 

The following explanation is mentioned in Aridatul 
Ahwadhi, 

jt-ToJ “cd-P 4^ l!-* 5 jjajJ Ltj-si? - OyJLlI J.L.I e-l jj 4jI C$JJ 

^—sP>jlp . 4_*lslj (_gll l j\p V )/ IpLjIj Ou j 

VVA^i^l 

It is narrated that he will perform behind the leader of the 
Muslims, humbling himself before the din of Muhammad M, and 
becoming a follower of it. One of the reasons for this is that the 
Christians will themselves witness this and it will stand as proof 
against them. 187 

Hafiz Ibn Hajar ‘Asqalani writes, 

(»Lj c-*j_Sj (jV—»jjl j->-\ <j j jS o- 1 a ( Ja-j i_aL»- V^K*p jj 

• 41) jJj£ N (_pPjVl ijl t apLJI 

VO' (fjUlgi 

185 Sahih Muslim vol.2 p.392, Hadith 2897 

186 Fayd al Bari vol.4 pp.46-47 


137 


In the performance of saldh behind a person from this ummah is a 
1 lear proof that this world will never be free of a person who will 
establish the commands of Allah, although this incident is one of 
(he final eras close to Qiyamah. 188 

After this first saldh, Hadrat Isa will become the imdm 
and Hadrat Mahdi 4* will follow him. This is proven from a 
narration of Hadrat Ka‘b 4&, 

JLs 1 pjjA ^lili jj jl '■ JU... Ip ji y> <ip ail 

i2JLU ^J_5J ! l ^Ul £»- js 0 jJLall • 

t 0 /\j . Jla l o j 1^ 3 ,11 >. lb 1 c 0 ^1 *, 3 11 a' 

>rn rjj rir-i]i. 0jU4 uui 

lladrat Ka‘b 4® narrates - in a marfu (see footnote 53) narration 
"The people will be looking, suddenly Isa bin Maryam will be 
descending. At that time, the saldh will be commencing and the leader 
of the Muslims, Mahdi, will be walking backwards, ha will say, "Go 
forward, the iqdmah was called out for you." This person (Hadrat 
Mahdi 4&) will lead them in this saldh. He said, " Isa will then be the 
imdm." 189 

Mulla All al Qari writes in Shark Fiqh al Akbar, 

' AJLi ^. (_£AgJk! Aj l ^UL ..P OI 

The correct view is that (after the first saldh) ‘Isa will lead the 
people in saldh and Mahdi will follow him. 190 

Hath al B4ri vol.6 p.611 
w ‘ Al Fitan p.393, Hadith 1336 
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After the Fajr salah, there will be a lengthy discussion and 
consultation. After this, the war against Dajjdl and his followers 
will begin. 

When Dajjdl will see Hadrat Isa he will be shocked 
and will stand up and run. There will be approximately seventy 
thousand Jews with him. Dajjal will run from Damascus to Isra'il. 
He will pass the valley of Ufayq and reach the city of Ludd. 
However, the army of Hadrat ‘Isa and Hadrat Mahdi will 
follow them. When Dajjal will try to enter Ludd, then Hadrat ‘Isa 
will come close to him. The condition of Dajjdl will be such 
that even if Hadrat Isa does not do anything, then too, Dajjdl 
will dissolve like salt and will be destroyed. Hadrat Isa >&£# will kill 
him with his weapons. The followers of Dajjdl will also be killed. 

After (finishing off - [T]) Dajjal, Hadrat ‘Isa and 
Hadrat Mahdi will turn their attention to conquering the rest 
of the world and will establish Islam in the entire world. Allah ife 
will make Islam dominant in every way. The prophesy of 
Rasulullah M mentioned in the following Hadith will be realized, 

^ . JJ dj —**3 Hill (J j 4jl 4JLP 4 I 3 I 

j-*» <U)1 *ifl jiJ Vj jXo O-J I 0 Lp 

. U jl “d>l ^y> <1)1 Lol 4 ( JJ.> cJij 

Hadrat Miqddd *&> narrates that he heard Rasulullah % saying, "No 
home made of baked bricks or unbaked bricks will remain on earth 
except that Allah will place the word of Islam in it. Some will be 
honoured and some will be disgraced. Those whom Allah wishes to 
honour, He will bless them with the divine ability to become Muslims 


on their own, and those whom Allah wishes to disgrace, they will 
finally choose Islam." I said, "Then the entire din will be for Allah." 19 ' 

The summary of this discussion is that Hadrat Mahdi 
will war against the Christians in different battles for seven years. 
He will fight against Dajjdl in the eighth year, and he will pass the 
ninth year together with Hadrat Isa At that time, Islam will 
be flourishing in the entire world. Wealth will also be in great 
abundance. After the killing of Dajjdl, Hadrat Mahdi will travel 
the earth together with Hadrat Isa $£0. They will also give glad- 
tidings of reward and will console those who were given great 
difficulty by Dajjal. They will also fill the hearts of the people by 
means of beneficience. 

DEMISE OF HADRAT MAHDI 

The most authoritative information with regards to the demise of 
Hadrat Mahdi is that he will not be martyred in any battle. In 
the ninth year after his emergence (according to one report), he 
will pass away at the age of forty-nine. No information could be 
found concerning the city in which he will pass away and where 
he will be buried. Only this much is mentioned in the following 
narration of Sunan Abu Dawud, 

V° ^ ^ j jb jjI . Oj.-o.L~L aJLp ( J^<3 jj ifjCj 

He will pass away and the Muslims will perform th ejandzah saldh 
over him. 192 

Al Aun Al Ma bud, commentary of Sunan Abu Dawud, 
states the following about the narrators of the above narration, 


191 Ahmad vol.39 p.236, Hadith 23814 

192 Sunan Abu Dawud vol.2 p.589, Hadith 4286 






n/rao 

• j*** J/dx* JL?-J <dl>-jj 

This narration is narrated by narrators of the £ahihayn and there 
is no scope for jarh m and ta « 194 on them. 195 

Allamah Anwar Shah Kashmiri says in Al Arf ush 

Shadhi, 

4-jIp (Jjjj 4 jyJLJki j 

£*L>- (j-*'*!—* cjjjJl . ,JI Uhl! I {jA 

AjJCAI i_ >...■•>• T/£ ^ 

Hadrat Mahdi <&> will be sent for the reformation of the Muslims. 
After the descent of Hadrat ‘Isa 8S®, he (Hadrat Mahdi 4fe) will 
move from this world to the hereafter. 196 

It seems most apparent that the janazah salah of Hadrat 
Mahdi <&> will be performed by Hadrat ‘Isa HS&. It is accepted that 
Hadrat Mahdi will live for nine years after his emergence. He 
will be forty years of age at the time of his emergence. This is 
written in different books but we could not find an authentic 
narration proving this. Some da if (see footnote 83) narrations do 
specify these numbers of years. 


193 Jarh. means ’wound 1 . In the study of Hadith it refers to the scrutiny of a 

narration and the negative grading or statement made about it. - [T] 

194 c 

Ta n means ’to throw a spear, to find fault.’ In Hadith terminology, it refers to 
the discussion regarding the reliability of a narrator, his memory and his religious 
practice. [Irshad Usui ul Hadith p.98] - [T] 

195 vol.l 1 p.255 
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« f » J f 

L> i J _>-j <cJ Jlas ... [f-jijA <c p <uil j <uUI (__jl ^e- t y) 

(jJl !j {j* : p-L-j <ds- 4)1 (*Lal ^ja 4)1 Jj-aj 

uy^j' dri' 

Abu Nu aym has transmitted the following marfu (see 
footnote 53) narration of Hadrat Abu Umamah «$», 

A person said, "O Messenger of Allah, who will be the leader of the 
Muslims on that day?" Rasululldh 'M replied, "Mahdi, who is from my 
progeny. He will be forty years of age at that time." 19 ' 

BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF HADRAT ISA S& 

After the demise of Hadrat Mahdi Hadrat Isa 8a® will handle 
all the government affairs. Hadrat Isa 8S® will live in the world for 
forty years. He will marry and have children. The incident of Yajuj 
and Majuj will occur in his time. He will finally appoint a 
successor named Muq ad before leaving this world, i.e. after this 
person is born, Hadrat ‘Isa 8a® will pass away. He will be buried 
near Rasulullah fg in the raudah. The final signs of Qiyamah will 
then occur. 

4 ^njjl (j ct- <1)1 • ’“7^^ 

i $’~A (3 jj-iJ 4 1)^—* (jl ( j— 1 » ol ja\—> A-ip (jlj . Jli J 

j—?- (_J—4—>c» Oj£jj 4 ^ ^* 3 Oi-dj 

o_^ll <3 jdjj £jj 4)1 4 <£-a cilJi j 4 jUj jp- <jj 


197 


Al £Uwi voL2 p.66 
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jL?- Ojajj c oj <u1p 4)1 *—JL>- J! ^i-Uj 

^ i_#r^ ijSjs}\ . (jc*jil ili j L*jl 

Hadrat Ka'b Ahbar 42 * 1 ^ says that Hadrat Isa SfeS! will live in the 
world for forty years. He will marry a woman from one of the 
tribes. This woman will bear him two sons whose names will be 
Muhammad and Musa. The people will be together with him in 
goodness and in the good era. This will be a period of forty years. 
Allah "Sc will then take the soul of Hadrat Isa >fcB. In this way, 
death will also come upon Hadrat Isa #£!. He will be buried next 
to Rasulullah M in the blessed room. The pious of the ummah will 
pass away and the evil people will remain among very few 
Muslims. 198 

A verse of the Taurah about this has been narrated from 
Hadrat Abdullah bin Salam 4®, 

l j—> —p ijl ol jJl <_3 -1 >*j I (Jli ol 4)1 -Up ^jp 

i VV A j V 3 o aJp 4)1 -U*^ jji-U ^-ty 

It is narrated from Yusuf bin Abdullah bin Salam from his father, 
"We found in the Taurah that Isa bin Maryam will be buried with 
(next to) Rasulullah ^." l99 

The following narration of Musnad Ahmad and Mu^annaf Ibn Abi 
Shaybah proves that Hadrat Isa >&0 will live in the world for forty 


At Tadhkira 111 Qurtubi p.763 
AJ Fitan p.359, Uadith 1338 
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• j«-l—'j <JLp 4)1 4)1 J y*j Jls ! uJli I^IP 4)1 j a-IjLp JjP 

1 _ 4 UI l_*lp (J ( _y~~«P pj dxiLi -P 

4 t ^1 jj-jl 1 X 4- 1 i 3 V ..X U —^ . li a— i \^>-j Yilp 

Hadrat A'isha radiyalldhu anha narrates that Rasulullah M said, 
"Dajjdl will emerge and Isd will descend. He (Isd) will kill him and 
will then live in the earth for forty years as a just ruler and an 
impartial judge." 100 

Jj_U I pJL*j «uLp 4)1 ^fp 4)1 J y*J Jlj • Jli UP 4)1 ^pj ' a jtj* u*' Cj* 
4)1 t —^ » J—o-nji LoIp ,jy*jjl Jj*jy» Qi 

4—1 JL-L JC 'jy-j y 1j UU yjJ 

Jl_>-^ll jj-L —o i j-p jT ji] 1 £fji. I y s> ' Ui~~“ s!—1 j ,_Jp CjIj jl i -X*aLI 

W ^5jU- 1 . j 

Hadrat Abu Hurayrah narrates from Rasulullah %, " Isa bin 
Maryam will descend and he will kill Dajjdl and he will live in the 
earth for forty years. He will implement the book of Allah and my 
Sunnah. He will pass away and will leave a person from Banu Tamim 
named Muq ad as his successor. In less than three years, the Qur'an 
will be lifted from the hearts of people and from the Masafri/." 201 

Musnad Aijmad, Hadith 24467, Mujannaf Ibn Abi Shaybab vol.15 p.134, 
Uadith 19320 
21,1 AlUiwivol.2 p.82 
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Note: Study our book, 'Nuzul e Isa' for the complete 
biography of Hadrat Isa his descent and the killing of Dajjal. 

Finally, when Allah will establish Qiydmah, he will 
create a pleasing breeze that will (be a cause - [T]) for taking the 
souls of all the believers. No believer will remain on earth. 
Qiyamah will then happen on the worst of people and the trumpet 
will be blown. 

0 !jS I—... dll j ^ j dll J-p 

(jL_iai» L~aj 2l jG 1 <*•* >^1~AI 

^—Sj . ipL«Jl ‘ jl x* (*■* 1 4--- P P 

m £ 

It is narrated from Hadrat Abdullah bin Amr bin al As 
^... "then Allah will send a breeze like a breeze of musk. Its touch 
will be like the touch of silk. It will not leave anybody in whose 
heart there is imAn equal to a seed except that it will take his (soul 
- [T]). The worst of people will remain. Upon them Qiyamah 
will happen." 202 


202 


Sahih Muslim, Hadith 1924 


145 


THE MOST IMPORTANT TASKS OF HADRAT 
MAHDl^ 

1. He will fill the earth with justice and equity just as it was filled 
with oppression and tyranny. There will be no oppression in his 
actions and rule. 

2. His justice and equity will be general, encompassing everyone, 
(i.e. without favouritism, nepotism etc. - [T]) 

3. He will establish a khilafah upon the radiant ways of the 
khildfah ar rashida. 

4. Islam will gain dominance in the earth in his time and Islam will 
be established. 

5. He will purify the hearts of the ummah. 

6. He will make ta Urn (teaching of din ) widespread. 

7. He will purify people from shirk 203 and bid at. 20 * 

Hadrat Gangohi Jfk, says, 

. ^Ju&j oLpJlJI (J —la j-* t£') (•-fcSjd 

V oV ^jjJl 


Polytheism. - [T] 

04 Innovations in din. - [T] 
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He ^Haclrat Mahdi -4®) will purify them, teach them and cleanse 
them from the filth of innovations and he will make them 
complete. 205 

8. Dajjdl will emerge in the seventh year after his (Haclrat Mahdi 
' s ^ - [T]) emergence and he will fight Dajjdl alongside Haclrat 
Isa 

9. Wealth in his time will be so much like the heaps of grain in a 
mill. 

And wealth will be in heaps. 206 

10. There will be livestock in abundance during his time. 

11. Abundant beneficial rain will fall. 

12. There will be many crops harvested. 

(J-j *J-P <il <i)l J (Jli: (Jli aip 41)1 cS>x4-l J\ 

c L^U S/I <■ -j«JI 4 ul <. yi-~\ j '■ 

L—'lc 1 jl iaVl j t A^-illl l Jill ) 

A1Vr r ij 

Hadrat Abu Sa id al Khudri 4* says, Rasulullah M said, "The Mahdi 
will emerge in the final era of my ummah. Allah will send abundant 


A] Kaukab Ad Durri vol.2 p.S7 
Al Fitan p.253, Hadith 992 


rain ; the earth will bring forth its crops. He will distribute wealth 
properly. There will be many cattle and the ummah will have great 
honour at that time. He will live for seven or eight years.' 0,07 

13. The conditions will be so good and prosperous that those who 
are living will wish that those who passed away were still alive and 
could see these prosperous conditions. 

LapLo i IjljJU Cvtf Nl llL-i la fai e-lj-JI ^ 

(jljj-Jl J—~P Ow3—* . t A£f- jp-\ ')}\ IjUi 

Y . VV. r \ VTYY 

The sky will not leave any of its drops; the earth will not leave any 
of its water except that it will bring it forth. This will be to such a 
degree that the living will desire that the dead be alive. 208 

14. He <&> will fill the hearts of people with contentment due to his 
generosity. 

V* ^ yS . 1 _ J ^P .Uj£ iol jii 

He will fill the hearts of the ummah of Muhammad with 
contentment. 209 

15. He will distribute wealth liberally. 


MustadrakHakim vol.4 p.601, Hadith 8673 
" K Musannaf Abdur Razzaq vol.l 1 p.372,Hadith 20770 
Muntakhab Kanz al 'Ummal vol.6 p.29 
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16. He will take out the treasure that is in front of the door of the 
Ka bah and distribute it among the Muslims. The name of tins 
treasure is Ritdj al Ka bah. 

Note: There is a narration about Ritdj al Ka bah recorded 
in Muntakhab Kanz ul Vmmdl. Mufti Nizam ud Din Shamzi jA 
says that it is sahih. 210 

: JU y 4 y Jj Jr>^\ JS- 4 

'j->- £o! L» 4lj : Jli cl~Jl 41 4_jUail-l y £1J 
(_d jj— J *d <Ji-43 S 41 j il ^1 (Jliij £->b»«Jl <Uj L«J 

L-* 4 <U>-La4) ! ; j\2o^ll J^ol L ^Aa l ! <CLfi. 41 4—JlL 

^ ^ ^ j»-* J ^ ^ ^ • 0L»_pl j>-\ j 41 j y> 4_jL1 

It is narrated from Ta'us he says that Umar bin al Khati-lb 
4*> bid farewell to the Ka bah. He then said, "By Allah, I do not 
know whether I should leave the treasures of the Ka bah, its 
weapons and wealth, or whether 1 should distribute it in the way 
of Allah. Hacjrat Ali «s$fc said, "Leave it, for you are not responsible 
to do it. The person who will do it is a youngster from us - the 
Quraysh. He will distribute it in the way of Allah during the final 


Aqidah Zuhur e Mahdi p.70, $ahih is a narration whose narrators are just, 
remember completely, its chain is linked at every point and there is no cause for 
weakness in it. [irshad Usui ul Hadith p.60] - [T] 

211 AlFitanp.284, Hadith 1062 


17. He will give wealth liberally without counting. 212 

18. The Muslim ummah will attain a high status in honour. 


19. The prosperous conditions of his time and his proverbial 
generosity is recorded in the following narration, 
j- 1 . > 1 ; <Tp 41 41 cJcJl3 4 41 

JJ er“^' b^ ^‘>^■1 j L JJ* o* criJ b“ 

I j-jj I1^ —! Lb si-iD ^ Xf-j \ j'i/l 


ajAP* * g *.* 1 a^l cJjJl3 aj^«JL 4JU4I j 

a_Jb 4 Jl_>-lj j->-j jM -1>-I ‘CJL 4 (J,l <U ya b.jl2a j^b <al 

t_5-L-gll LI I J yui <cJli i yy- UiL«Jl c2»al 1 ij jji~» 4.lt .—t 


^ al.r 4 a_N j 4 cL>-l 1 J4 NLa dJUl 

I—jl ’. (J J 4 .< ^>J_U 3 A_> 4 ijl ^.laT.-j Lo jJt* 

4 a_Jlp 2 jJb 4 iSs-i' a _5 JILI Ula j\ 4 L-ii L>l 

^**0 j\ Lwm** 4 11^ i % .. 1 .a 4 ol~aapi 'b/ LI . eJ 

^ (JlfAJl "jS . eJb«j 5j~Ll j Nj 4 Du-x 

Hadrat Abu Hurayrah 4® narrates, Rasululldh M said,"Rejoice with 
the glad-tidings of the Mahdi , a person of Quraysh, of my family. He 
will emerge at the time of difference of opinion and earthquakes. He 


' 2 The wording in the original Urdu is proverbial. The literal translation is he will 
give wealth that fills both his hands, i.e. liberally. - [T] 
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will fill the earth with justice and equity just as it was filled with 
oppression and tyranny. All the inhabitants of the earth and heavens 
will be happy with him. He will distribute wealth correctly with 
justice. He will fill the hearts of the ummah of Muhammad with 
contentment and his equity will spread among them all. This will be 
to such a degree that he will tell his announcer to announce, Does 
anyone have a need to place before me?" A single person will come to 
him. He 4* will say, "Go to the treasurer, he will give you." That 
person will go to the treasurer and say that Mahdi has sent me so that 
you may give me some wealth. The treasurer will tell him to take it 
himself That person will take more than he can carry. He will then 
put back until it reaches an amount that he will be able to carry. He 
will leave and become ashamed saying, "I am the greediest person in 
the ummah of Muhammad %. Everyone was called to this wealth and 
they left it, besides me." He will want to return that wealth. The 
treasurer will say that we do not take back what has been given. 
Mahdi will then live for six, seven, eight, or nine years. After that, there 
will be no good in staying alive. 213 

SOCIAL LIFE DURING THE ERA OF THE MAHDI 
A great favour of Allah upon this ummah during the time of 
Hadrat Mahdi 4» will be that everyone will unanimously accept 
Hadrat Mahdi 4* to be his or her leader and guide. There will not 
be any difference of opinion. It will be an example of great love 
and unity. 


213 

Muntakhab Kanz ul 'Ummal vol.6 p.29 


L ,j ^bJl ju yf J yu Jij ^ Jl* jbja ^ 


o-Vaj LJjJI j^aj J* y 


It is narrated from Dinar bin Dinar who said, "Mahdi will emerge 
when the people will be in disarray. He will console the people. 
He will not give preference to some over others. He will deal 
correctly until his demise. Then corruption and trouble will erupt 
in the entire world. 214 


IMPORTANT INCIDENTS 

There are some very important incidents mentioned in the 
Ahadith. They will take place in the final era close to Qiydmah. 
However, there is no clarity as to exactly when they will occur. All 
these incidents will occur at the time very close to the emergence 
of Hadrat Mahdi *$>• We come to this conclusion after pondering 
over the various narrations as well as the method in which they 
have been mentioned. (We understand this - [T]) also from 
studying the works of our pious predecessors about Hadrat 
Mahdi 4b. These incidents are recollected below: 

(1) RESTRICTIONS UPON IRAQ, EGYPT AND SYRIA 
FROM THE ROMANS AND NON-ARAB NATIONS 

N (jl <_}l jaJI ; (Jlis 4&I j-p jlp L5 i Jli #j-A> ^jp 

<, ^ ir 1 ^ h** 


‘ I4 Al Fitan p.254, Hadith 995 
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OJ bis c V j jbj^ ?£ N ijl j»LlJl j Jjsl ilLzjj Jli . Jb 

<«li' (J —o 4&I J j—^j JLi ! Jli pj t kzj> oSb. t J-i ^ Jli lib 

jLi 4 Ij_p oJ_*j ^j Li?- Jill ^i^. J Oj5vj : »1—jj aJu- 

. *il . *VI_as ^_iJaJI J—-p j—*s- 4_jI < 1 )L^->I " fj)\j o jjx j ^S 1 cJls 

Y/r^pjL,^^ 

Hadrat Abu Nadrah j$i, says, "We were sitting by Jabir bin 
Abdullah ' He (jabir 4&) said, "Soon the condition of the people oj 
Iraq will be such that not even a qafiz or a dirham will come to 
them." We said, "From whom (will these restrictions) come?" He said, 
"From the non-Arabs." 

After a little while he said, "Soon the condition of the people of 
Sham will be such that not even a dinar or a mudd will come to 
them." We said, "From whom (will these restrictions) be?" He said, 
"From the Romans." 

He remained silent for a while and then said, "Rasulullah .# 
said, "There will be a khalifah in the final era of my ummah who will 
distribute wealth liberally and he will not even count it." The narrator 
says, "I asked Abu Nadrah and Abul Ala', "Do you think it is XJmar 
bin Abdul Aziz?" They said, "No." 

Allamah Taqi Uthmani ddmat barakatuhu writes in his 
Takmila Fath al Mulhim, quoting Qurtubi, that a group of ulema' 
incline to the view that Hadrat Mahd! is referred to in this 
narration. The text is presented hereunder/ 

(j ^ <o iljil ol (JJ f-lfUl ^37 *>_ 

yVY 5 p_Jil ^3 . olojJl 
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(2) THE SUDDEN INCURSION OF THE ROMANS INTO 
SYRIA 

We learn from some books that the Christians will be ruling Syria. 
Their rule will stretch until Khaybar. 

(3) THE FEW ARABS DURING THAT ERA - THEY WILL 

GATHER AT A PLACE CLOSE TO BAYTAL MUQADDAS 
,j_il . C — o j*-* ■ Jli YJJUjj (—> y *.II ^jjli ■ “<1)1 h 

t ‘VV^ r.A^u 

Someone asked, "O messenger of Allah, where will the Arabs be at 
that time?" Rasulullah M replied, "They will be few in Bayt al 
Muqaddas." 215 

(4) PEOPLE WILL LEAVE MADINAH DUE TO LACK OF 
DESIRE AND INCLINATION 

People will leave Madinah Munawwarah due to lack of 
inclination. They will hear that the gardens and crops in a certain 
place are flourishing, so they will leave, whereas Madinah 
Munawwarah is better for them. Allah will let Madinah 
Munawwarah be inhabited by better people that were there. 

Lojil Jj>-j pC f^Z ^ U 1 zAJ* J pjj ^jL>- 

jj j-j ^/l_j J j 4 4_J-o jo- <ul lA-Xd Ml l^lP 

^-Sj ^ ^Sl?JJ L)j_u_. O 1 j} 4 

A £ . 

Sunan Ibn Majah p.308, Hadith 4077 
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In a marfu ' narration of Hadrat Jabir bin 'Abdullah 4 it is stated 
that no one will leave Madinah except that Allah will place others 
better than him, and those that hear of cheap prices and agricultural 
development will leave, whereas Madinah is better for them if they 
knew. 216 

(5) THE APPEARANCE OF A MOUNTAIN OF GOLD 
Imam Muslim has recorded the following narration of 
Hadrat Ubayy bin Ka b 4, 

4-Jp d)l (J—v? <0)1 Jj—i j »(jl : Jli 4JP dll ^1 { yf- 

4—j ^< > .» 15Lj <• <—■— ^ j~4: ol ol ja! 1 <jLLijj" : J yu CL 
4j <Ca j^Ul LSJj ■ OwtlP (Jl 4 JJ Ij^jUu ^jLJI 

. Oj-*—Jj i*—j 5 jL»J 5" ^ J^iL* Clp j-Lxii : Jli — JU 

^ 50 ^ Y/m 

Hadrat Ubayy bin Ka b 4 narrates, "I heard Rasulullah M saying 
"Soon, a mountain of gold will appear from the Euphrates River. 
When people will hear of this, they will leave for there. The people 
who live there will say, "If we leave these people to take the gold, all 
will be taken." He M said, "They will fight over it. Ninety nine percent 
of the people will be killed (in this war - [T])." 

A similar narration of Hadrat Thauban 4 is recorded in 
Sunan Ibn Majah, 


216 Mustadrak Hakim vol.4 p.501,Hadith 840 


J —xaj • 'C — ° 4 —dp dll (J-/* <d)I J j~»j Jli . Jli 4jp dll 0L j, ^p 

£_U£ j*_i t ^4-* 3 <_l' ^ (C <• 4 jLL>- jal 1 4j!>U xs- 

'S liC 1 (*-’ 1 ff* 4iidj jl — (_ 5 ^JLil Jr® ir° ^ _j~Jl obi ^J1 

<oil 4_iJb>- 4_>U ^JiJl J—^ l_j— y’- _jJ_j ojj»jLi sUli I Jlii . <uLL>-i 

^ ^ * ^-L. . (^-k$J.1 

Hadrat Thauban 4 narrates that Rasulullah M said, "Three people 
will fight over your treasure. All of them will be sons ofkhulafa. None 
of them will get the treasure. A black flag will then appear from the 
east. They will fight you so severly that no nation has fought you in 
such a way before." Hadrat Thauban 4 says, "He ^ then said 
something that I do not remember." He M then said, "When you see 
him, then pledge allegiance to him immediately, even if you have to 
come crawling over ice. He is definitely the khalifah of Allah, the 
Mahdi." 2 ' 7 

Hafiz Ibn Hajar Asqalani Cfe- says in Fath al Bari, 

'If the treasure referred to in this Hadith is the one that is 
mentioned in the narration of the mountain of gold, then it is 
proof that these incidents will occur at the time of the emergence 
of Mahdi. ,21& 


Sunan Ibn Majah p.310 
‘ l8 Fath al Bari vol.13 p.81 
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(6) KILLING OF THE PURE SELF 

The crux of a narration of Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah is that 

Hadrat Mahdi will emerge after the killing of a pure self i.e. a 

• 210 
great pious person. 


(7) UNITY OF THE MUSLIMS AND CHRISTIANS 

This subject is discussed in the following narration of Sunan Abu 

Ddwud, 


'. dj—Aj jvJL 4~lp <(1)! 4111 (J• (JIS 41P 41)1 4jAAI J^P 


<i JJ IjJ_P ^i 1_1*T [>kX*A> ' 


^3 j%3 c (JjJu (_£3 Oy*C*jj Oj 

_ A--*—3— i 1 v3 11 1 Jp ! (JjjLs <—4~jl J ^ S\ Jpl {j* j 


.tl . LkJxLkJJ ^ ^j HAL A)**3 43*1^3 (. I 

V 0 ^ 3jb 


It is narrated from Hadrat Hudnah "I heard RasuluHah M saying, 
"The Muslims and Romans will share a peaceful treaty. They will 
jointly fight an enemy that is behind you. They will be helped, will 
gain booty and will return safely to a lush hill. A Christian will raise 
the cross and say, "The cross has overpowered." A Muslim will be 
angered at this and will break it. The Christians will break the treaty 
and will prepare for a great war." 120 


(8) A BLOODY WAR DURING THE DAYS OF HAJJ 

We learn from a narration that there will be a bloody war during 
the days of Hajj in the blessed land of Mina. It will be so severe 
that blood will be spilt on the Jamarah al Aqabah. 

4_Jlp 4l)l 41)1 (Jli ! Jli ^j£- (. 4_jl J^p t 1 — 

4_*J>du 0 j_^13 ^L_Ll djUlpJ I JjLaJl <_> oA*jsJ| ^ 

4_Jip (J-P ‘Hi~J j (. 4_j ^iSLs (. 

Hadrat A mr bin Shu dyb narrates from his father who narrates from 
his grandfather that RasuluHah M said, "During Dhul Qa dah, the 
tribes will be split into groups. There will be plundering amongst the 
Hujjaj that year and there will be a war in Mina. There will be many 
dead and blood will be spilt to such a degree that their blood will flow 
on the Jamarah al Aqabah,' azi 

(9) ANOTHER WAR 

Study the following narration of Mustadrak Hakim regarding 
another war, 

ojji—P Ej-)L>- l <C<JLwo 

01 P (j—’ l _jil P 4 *^dji y £3ll lilul c jA ^1 ^ [CjJo- 

J-* JjjSj jijj {j* 41)1 -Lp « 4 jI 4jJb>- JjJj ^ 

{ J^a_s^ acc .3 «. (J ftu 4 ip 41)1 ^ 0 j iwdlL ^1 


219 Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah vol.15 p.l99,Hadith 19499 

220 Sunan Abu Dawud vol.2 p.S90, Hadith 4292, this narration is also recorded in 
Sahih Muslim, in brief. 


2 ~ 1 Al Fitan p.267, Hadith 994 
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p-fc-* ~ <■ J_aI 'M — jjjdt j ^jfcJUl 

r^’ 1 - 5 J- 5 ^lc-" u~* W— f-fcr 5 ! ^ J-jj-ji Jl-bVl 

<j)l <J-^> Jj—^l s^_c. ^ t>U-j JU5 xp -Oil ^- j^xJLp ^JUdJl 

jl p^jUl - o! U5i ^ c l^li Ol lil! jL* ^‘1 J -dp 

if* i_rr-^ 1 *—£r" tj-*^ ^L;!j dij ^Jp "c~->l j^xo^p 

Lf* — j— ji — 1 Oj—■ ‘ji:J Oj kza^f t <lUil> ^«-laj jAj Nl AjIj 

JL>-jJ| J^>. dUS Jp — p_£U^Jj (T-ptl! ^-Ul Jl -0)1 

t/° ^ 1 . oU-y^ duJb- IJLa — 

Hadrat Ali 4> said, "Soon there will befitnah. In this (Jitnah - [T]), 
people will be selected like how gold is from a mine. Do not speak ill of 
the people of Sham, speak ill of their oppressors, for among them (the 
people of Sham - [T']) arc abddl. Allah will send rains upon the 
people of Sham, (such rains- [T]) that will drown them. They will 
become so weak due to this that if a fox has to fight with them, the fox 
will overpower them. 

Allah will send a Hashimi, i.e. Mahdi, who is from the 
progeny of Rasululldh M. He will have an army of twelve thousand at 
the least and fifteen thousand at the most. Their sign will be the call 
amit, amit. Their army will be under three flags. The army facing 
them will be under seven flags, every soldier of their's will desire 
leadership. They will fight and will be defeated. Allah will then give 
the Hashimi, i.e. Mahdi, victory. Alldh will then return their lost 


blessings unto them. The people will then live in good conditions until 
the emergence ofDajj&l. 222 

GENERALLY UNDERSTOOD SIGNS OF THE 
EMERGENCE OF THE MAHDI 

There are verifiable and unverifiable signs of Hadrat Mahdi 4s> 
mentioned in the source books. Some of them are so easily 
understood that even a simpleton will be able to point out Hadrat 
Mahdi 4® upon witnessing them. We explain only two signs here, 

(1) THE RISING OF A SIGN TOGETHER WITH THE SUN 
tj—! iLh (j-* 0-* ‘ (j-'j'-k Di' if ‘ y *■*-* ‘ * 

j . 4j! I (Jli ^Lp 

\ • vv o ^ yrvr 

It is narrated from Ali bin Abdullah bin Abbas "Mahdi will 
not emerge until a sign rises together with the sun." 223 

Hadrat Mufti Nizam ud Din Shamzi j&k, says that this 
narration is reliable. 224 

We find another hasan 225 narration of Al Fitan - compiled 
by Nu aym bin Hammad, 

“' 2 Mustadrak vol.4 p.596, Hadith 8658 

223 Musannaf'Abdur Razzlq vol.ll p.373, Hadith 20775 

224 Aqidah Zuhur e Mahdi p.53 

Hasan is translated as good'. There are two types of Hasan in Hadith 
terminology, (i) Hasan Li Dhdtihi - the narration that fulfills all the conditions of 
£ahih li Dhdtihi, except that the recording of the narrator is not complete. This 
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JP t J* <■ <■ (31 j J' -J-^J jji Ji'j ^jM-' iji' bLu- 

cT^' ^liaj c5-)-fll ■ Jl* <up 4)1 j j»Lp j; 4)1 -Up jj 

,B V-> ”• o^i.y 

It is narrated from All bin Abdullah bin Abbas jfc , "Mahdi will 
not emerge until the sun does not rise as a sign." 

(2) KHURASAN AND THE BLACK FLAGS 
There are many narrations about the appearance of black flags 
from Khurasan in the incidents at the time of the emergence of 
Hadrat Mahdi <&>. A few of them are presented here with a basic 
analysis of their reliability, 

Jl jLjb- J l ' <J1* UP U)l >S*3 c_JU» (J J>! Jp JP 

i 3 jLJ y>~ 3*1 t oL-l y>- 3*' ^_JLL> 3 

y-& ^ az\.~s ^ j—» c-.-*—Jp c .* jfi* 
j_JaXs i i_o. ; JaP 5_»j»dLa (ji y-dx+p\ '-jLj (JLjLJI (_jL>w»Ij 

^g-X, f LI di-ta l 3 _^ 3 ^ cij>L>!J l 

^ ^ ^ JLjsJIJ VTT -X 1 -X. ' - — . a JL«l» Jp y'•£ ^~>CCvO . <UjJl h>j 

AIA^ 

shortcoming cannot be made up by the same narration being narrated through 
other chains, (ii) Hasan li Ghayrihi - that narration in whose narrators all or some 
of the conditions of reliability are not found. However, this shortcoming can be 
made up if the narration is narrated through other chains. [Irshad Usui ul Hadith 
pp.65-66] - [T] 


(1) It is narrated from Hadrat All 4b , 226 "When the army of 
Sufyani will come out to Kufah, he will then send an army in 
search of the people of Khurasan. The people of Khurasan will 
leave in search of the Mahdi. They (the people of Khurasan - 
[T]) will meet them (the army of Sufyani - [T]) and the Hdshimi 
with black flags. Shu ayb bin Salih will be at the head of this army. 
There will be a great battle between these two armies. The 
Hdshimi army will win and the army of Sufyani will flee. The 
people will then hope for the Mahdi and will search for him." 

Although this narration is classified as mauquf 17 , it will be 
placed in the category of marfu (see footnote 53). This is because 
these very same words are found in marfu (see footnote 53) 
narrations. There is a well-known principle according to the 
scholars of Hadith and scholars of the principles of Hadith that 
the saying of a sahabi that is beyond analogy will be placed in 
the category of marfu (see footnote 53). 

3-3 j-« cjpL?- J_i i j—Jl oLjI Jl 1511 $xp 4)1 4 J— 3 jp 

”\A 5 J^dl y& . (_gJLfll 4)1 If-* 5)1* <• b*Jl* ob-d y~ 

(2) It is narrated from Hadrat Umm e Salamah radiyalldhu anha, 
"When you see black flags coming from Khurasan, then go there 
because the khalifah of Allah, the Mahdi, is among them ." 228 

This narration is reliable . 229 


226 ,-.i 

This narration is not translated word for word 
Jn Mauquf refers to a statement or action of a sahabi. [Irshad Usui ul Hadith 
P-55] - [T] 

Muntakhab Kanz ul Ummal vol.6 p.29 
~ 19 Aqidah Zuhur e Mahdi p.65 
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<L)Lji— ~»p t (3ljjJl J-p N li t ^ «X*^ UjJL>- 

^p t jj p t aj^IaJI u ! jjp <, a! 4^-1 dJls»- jjp c 

I*5Jj5 j_p J^i" : j*-L «<j aJp ail <ul Jj-*j Jli : Jli -up 4)1 

oUljJl ^_Lkj t 4-^-lj Jl ^wij N j*j — aaJj>- ^ .1 5 i aj*>C 

Aiajb-I N L_i jS'i ^5 — ^fs aJl^L jl *>ti jJ^Ll — j_^ill J-j Jj~Jl 
. Ail a—aT>- aJI* c ^Jp l^-^- o^ajL 3 o^4olj tali • JIaj l 

*") * C*' Cr^ 

(3) Haurat Thaubdn 4 ® narrates that Rasulullah ^ said, "Three 
people will fight over your treasure. All of them are sons of khulafd' 
(princes). However, none of them will get it. Then, black flags will 
appear from the east. They will fight you in such a way that no nation 
has fought you before - the narrator says that he M said something 
which I do not remember - he M then said that when you see him, 
then pledge allegiance to him even if you have to go to him crawling on 
ice for he is the khalifah of Allah, the Mahdi.' ai0 

This narration is also reliable although it is recorded in 
Sunan Ibn Majah. It is not from the da if (see footnote 83) and 
maudu ’ (see footnote 85) narrations of Sunan Ibn Mdjah. In 
addition, there are narrations of Sunan Abu Dawud and 
Mustadrak Hakim that corroborate this one. The narrations of 
other sahabah 4b also support this one. For details, see Aqidah 
Zuhur e Mahdi of Mufti Nizam ud Din Shamzi 42 ^ pp.37-38. 


230 Sunan Ibn Majah p.310 


Allamah Sindhi 42 ^ says, 'Abul Hasan bin Sufyan 42 ^ 
has recorded this narration in his Musnad and Abu Nu'aym has 
mentioned it in Kitab al Mahdi from the chain of Ibrahim bin 
Suwayd Shami 42 ^. This narration is sahih (see footnote 210) 
through this chain and all the narrators are reliable. 231 

pZ-Aj tal a_JLp a!)I aI)I Jli * Jli aip aI)I 0L ^ jjp 
aIiI aaJLs^ l$J jli 1 Ia jjli oL-l yi- ^ Ji :>_^*Jl oU^ll 

(4) It is narrated from Hadrat Thaubdn 4fr> that Rasulullah 35 said, 
"When you see black flags coming from Khurasan, then go therefor 
among them is the khalifah ojAlldh, the Mahdi." 2i2 

There is another narration of Sunan Abu Dawud regarding 
this in which it is explained that a king of Khurasan will help 
Hadrat Mahdi «&, it is quoted below, 

(J—^ Jli • J yp. auI { IJp Jli _j^*p jjj J*Aa ^jp 

j jU-l aJ JlL ^Jl *!jj ^y> j • [*J—j aJp aIiI 

-WP- J*bl jl J j«/3«a aJ Jli A4«4 a« ^Jp dal jp- 

Jli jl 0 j -, n ■ ir*}-* <J* '~r^J ^*1 criJ* 

• pij V oA ^ s)\*jA . AiU-l 


- 31 Tarjumin us Sunnahvol.4 p.390 
232 Ahmad voLS p.177, Hadlth 22746 
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(5) It is narrated from Hilal bin Amr, he says, "I heard Alt 
karrawalldhu wajhahu saying, "Rasulullah M said, "A person will 
emerge from the land behind the river. His name will be Al Harith 
(son of, in one copy) Harrdth. At the head (of this group - [T]) will 
be a man called Mansur. He will give protection to the family of 
Muhammad ($* - [T]) like the Quraysh gave to Rasulullah %. It is 
wdjib upon every believer to help him, or he said, (it is wajib upon 
every believer to accept his command - [T]). m3 

Shah Raff ud Din writes in Alamat e Qiyamat p.l 1, 

When the news of the emergence of Mahdi will spread 
throughout the Muslim world, then a person from Khurasan will 
come to help him. At the front of this huge army will be a person 
called Mansur. He will wipe out many Christians and atheists that 
they will find on the way." 

Note: There is some debate on the authenticity of the 
above-mentioned narrations. However, strength is added to them 
considering that they are narrated through various chains. 

SCRUTINY OF FAMOUS SIGNS AND THEIR 
REJECTION 

(1) A SOLAR AND LUNAR ECLIPSE IN RAMADAN 
BEFORE THE EMERGENCE OF THE MAHDl 
A solar and lunar eclipse in the month of Ramadan before the 
emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4® is among the famous aspects 
regarding his (Hadrat Mahdi 4®s) emergence. Such an amazing 
thing would have never happened since the creation of the 
heavens and the earth. Hadrat Shah Rafi' ud Din writes, 


2 ' ’ Sunan Abu Dawud vol.2 p.589, Hadith 4290 


This has become famous on the basis of the following 
narration, 

*U*P i y <L! JLP L>_b»- l (_£I 


if 4 if * (ji Jj** if 4 iy c it 


I ji: jli Jp ^ 

C V. A • 11 ^ j j )l y3.-Q j <cLJ Jj'bl j*a. l! 

j\ > VVV ^ X/i o ^ jIjJi ol_^_II ail J_U 


\/\ AA 

It is narrated from Muhammad bin ‘Ali 4®," Indeed for our Mahdi 
there are two signs that have never happened since the creation of 
the heavens and the earth. (The first is that) there will be a lunar 
eclipse on the first night of Ramadan. (The second is that) there 
will be a solar eclipse halfway through the same Ramadan. These 
two signs would never have occurred since the creation of the 
heavens and the earth." 

The first thing that one should remember concerning this 
narration is that this narration is definitely not a Hadith. It is a 
statement of Muhammad bin 'Ali ji&u. It is a false allegation to 
classify this as a statement of Rasulullah $$ until clear proof does 
not show otherwise. In fact, it will necessitate the following 
Hadith, 


t-tojCCa ^Jp i_)JiS 


"He who willfully attributes a false statement to me should build his 
abode in the fire." 

The chain of narration of this statement of Muhammad 
bin Ali is rejected on the following premises, 
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• One narrator of this statement is Amr bin Shamr. Hafiz 
Ibn Hajar 'Asqalani and Allamah Shams ud Din 
Dhahabi liave used harsh words for him, like, kadh 
dhdb w , rdjidi, a swearer of the sahabah 4, matruk al 
hadith etc. One of his very bad habits was that he used to 
attribute fabricated narrations to reliable narrators and 
narrate them. For this reason, these scholars have passed 
the decision not to accept his narrations. 235 

Amr bin Shamr used to narrate maudu '(see footnote 85) 
narrations from Jabir Ju'fi. 

• The second narrator of this statement is Jabir Ju'fi. He is 
very greatly debated (mutakallam fih). He was a staunch 
shi'a and a swearer of the sahabah 4. Imam Muslim 

has explained the jarh (see footnote 193) of Jabir Ju'fi 
done by four great scholars through six chains on p.15 of 
his introduction to Sahih Muslim. His belief in irjd ' 236 is at 
the top of the list. Imam Abu Hanifah ^ says, "From all 
the liars that I have come across, I have never seen a 
greater liar than Jabir Ju'fi. Details of Jabir Ju'fi are 
explained in Tahdhib ut Tahdhib vol.l p.352. 

• The third narrator is Muhammad bin ‘All. Many 
narrators have this name. There is no clarity about who 
this Muhammad bin All is. Therefore, this narrator is 
also majhul (see footnote 77). To take Muhammad bin 
Ali to mean Hadrat Baqir as is the opinion of some 
scholars is also without proof. 

4 ___ 

234 A great liar - [T] 

735 

Lisan ul Mizan vol.4 p.422, Mizan al I’tidal vol.2 p.262 

^36 * 

Being part of the Murjia sect - [T] 
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This narration has no credibility in,the light of the above- 
mentioned reasons. It cannot be presented as proof for such an 
important subject like the emergence of Mahdi. Similarly, this 
sign of an eclipse at the time of Hadrat Mahdi 4® cannot be 
proven from this narration. 

A similar narration is found in fqd ud Durar ft Akhbar al 
Muntazar of Shaykli Yusuf Maqdisi and in the shi a book, 
'Bashdratul Atiam bi Zuhur al Mahdi alayhi as Saldm lil Kdzimi'. 
This narration states, 'The solar eclipse will take place halfway 
through Ramadan and the lunar eclipse will take place at the end 
of Ramadan. These two signs would have never happened since 
Hadrat Adam came down to the earth.' 

The discussion and debate on this narration is very similar to 
the discussion and debate on the narration of Sunan Ad Ddr Qutni 
that was previously mentioned. Therefore, this narration is also 
not credible. 237 

Over and above this, from 1801 to 1900 there has been a 
solar and lunar eclipse in Ramadan five times. One aspect that 
also deserves attention is that from 1851 to 1895, in just 45 years, 
this (a solar and lunar eclipse) has occurred 3 times in Ramadan. 
One can judge from this as to how many times it would have 
occurred before that. Therefore, how can it be correct to say that 
this phenomenon would have never happened since the time that 
Allah $£ created the earth and skies? From this, we learn that this 
narration is not correct even from a factual point of view. 238 


237 j 

“ 'Adapted from Radd e Qadiyaniyyat ke Zari Usui and Fiqhi Jawahir p.3 

238 

See Radd e Qadiyaniyyat ke Zari Usui and Fiqhi Jawahir for details 
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(2) WILL THERE BE A CALL FROM THE HEAVENS UPON 
THE EMERGENCE OF FLAQRAT MAHDI 
One of the signs of the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4® explained 
in the Urdu and Arabic books written on the subject of Hadrat 
Mahdi is that when Hadrat Mahdi emerges, there will be the 
following call from the skies, 

ojjtJali <i)l ULa 

'This is the khalifah of Allah, the Mahdi, so obey him.' 

This has also become famous among the people. Therefore, it is 
necessary for us to learn of its credibility. 

Some of the narrations found in the different books of 
Hadith are presented below, 

4 —*0 y—J ^Jl JLp Li Jb>- C t a tL 1 ^y, Sa£- yj ^Jfel^jl L.Jb- 

br~r j-j if 4 Jj** i y. <j' y ^ b* 1 bi J?*-*-' 

b* 4 bi Jj** 0 ^ ^ b* 4 ~ t ‘J A bi b* 4 bA 1 bi 

ILa jl OIL j j ^ ^i 1 ^il adp Aijl 

‘irv r i J yn . " w -u 

It is narrated from Hadrat Abdullah bin Amr bin al As ^ that 
Rasulullah $$ said, "The Mahdi will emerge in such a way that there 
will be an angel above his head calling out, 'This is the Mahdi, so 
follow him." 239 

Similarly, Imam Ibn Adi has transmitted the 

following Hadith in his 'Al Kamil fi Du afa ar Rijdl' with its chains 
and texts with slight differences (among them - [T]). 

239 Musnad Ash Sh3miyyin vol.2 p.71, Hadith 937 
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LjJLj>- i iJOr yj .lp Ljjb- c ^f^as <i)l -x~p yj Jutb- LjJl>- 

bi brr^ bi b*"^ -V - b p 4 Jj** bi b* 4 bi Jr*-*-*"' 

aJp <ul ^(} yS- 4 yJ Jy>-£- y> <ul J-P y& 4 By* yi jtS yS> 4 

IJuk 01 Ml: ^L^> Igj 4 -u-lj Jpj ryr" ’• Jl* 

yo u 4 o \ o j*&j| . " w -u 

It is narrated from Hadrat Abdullah bin Amr bin al 'As that 
Rasulullah said, "The Mahdi will emerge in such a way that there 
will be a cloud above his head in which there will be an angel calling 
out, 'Indeed this is the Mahdi, so follow him.'" 1 * 0 

Both of these narrations are based on Abdul Wahhab bin 
Dahhak bin Aban As Sulami Al Urdi. The imams of Jarh and 
Ta diP* 1 have mentioned very harsh statements regarding him. 
Hafiz Ibn Hajar Asqalani writes, 

c *_ zj\j j i vLoA^-l 015 ! ijL jj! Jlij 4 t_jl>*P o jcp ; (_^jLsxJl Jli 
OljJU ! ( _j~laS jljJlj Jlij 4 ‘LLj y~f '. Jli 

. t— J SS Up 4 O-J-bLl J&j» iaiLi-1 yj ^1-^ «_)Ls . 

r/oYAtoYY^j^Ji 

_4<> Al Kamil vol.6 pp.515-S16 

n Jarh and Ta dil refers to the branch of Hadith study that deals with the 
reliability of narrators regarding certain words and the grading of those words. 
[Irshad Usui ul Hadith p. 150] - [T] 
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Bukhari says, "He has strange narrations." Abu Dawud says, "1 
have seen him fabricate narrations." Nasai says, "He is not 
thiqah 242 and is matruk." Uqayli, Ad Dar Qutni and Bayhaqi say, 
"He is matruk." Salih bin Muhammad al Hafiz says, "He is munkar 
al hadith (see footnote 76) and most of his Ahadith are lies." 243 

Statements of a similar nature is also mentioned in Mizdn 
al I 'tid&l vol.2 pp. 160-161. 

Nu'aym bin Hammad has also transmitted a few 
narrations on this subject in Al Fitan. However, they are Athar 
(see footnote 2) of the sahabah & and tabi'in. Only one narration 
is marfu '(see footnote 53) According to critical analysis, all these 
narrations are debated. 

There are narrations of Kanz ul “Ummal vol.14 p.584 and 
Mu^annaf lbn Abi Shaybah vol.7 p.531 that show the same 
meaning. 

The summary of this study is that this narration cannot be 
used as proof for such an important subject like the emergence of 
Mahdi when looking at its chain of transmission. 

UNTRACEABLE ASPECTS 

Many things related to Hacfrat Mahdi 4® have been mentioned. 
We tried throughout this book to present all that which is in line 
with authentic AMdith. However, there are some things for which 
I could not find a narration backed by a strong chain, or some 
things are such that they are mentioned in the works of our 


242 Reliable - [T] 

243 Tahdhib ut Tahdhib vol.3 pp.527-528 


luminaries but I could not find any reliable sources for them. 
Therefore, they are mentioned here separately. 

1. Hadrat Mahdi 4* will misinform others and run from Makkah 
Mukarramah to Madinah Munawwarah. 

2 . 

‘-M 'jJ-B o* OJil Jl Jl^>- vIjvj : Jli A^e. ail j ^ jc- 

i *L~2j ja pJ— j -dip _Uj£ Jl 

Jl^— j —ll Jl 4_lj.tll ^4—llj ‘— 1 JXZ 

yrr 

It is narrated from Hadrat ‘All 4&, "An army will be sent from 
Madinah. They will catch whoever they find belonging to the 
family of Muhammad and they will kill many men and women 
from the Banu Hashim. At that time, the Mahdi and Mubayyid will 
flee Madinah for Makkah." 244 

3. Hadrat Mahdi 4* will come out in this way that there will be a 
cloud above his head shading him. A hand will be protruding 
from this cloud and will be pointing towards Hadrat Mahdi 4®. 

4. The following call will be made from the heavens, 

p-Cuj aTp <uil Jl J ^i-l jl 

Listen, the truth lies in the family of Muhammad M 


Muntakhab Kanz ul Ummal vol.6 p.33 


172 


173 


5. The emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4® will take place after Isha' 
salah on the tenth ofMuharram. 

6. The clothing, sword and flag of Rasulullah M will be with 
Hadrat Mahdi and the following words will be written on 
them, 

<U) ix-Jl 

7. The sign of Rasulullah ^ will be upon his shoulders. 

8. The sea will split for Hadrat Mahdi 4® just as it did for the Bant 
Isra'il. 

9. Hadrat Mahdi will place a dry branch in the earth and it will 
immediately become green and lush. 

10. He will be given ilm e ladunnf 4S . 

11. He (Hadrat Mahdi 4k) will have a box. Most of the Jews will 
accept Islam upon seeing it. 

12. Hadrat Mahdi 4k will have a stutter. Due to this, he will have 
difficulty in speaking and he will hit his thigh with his right hand. 

There are many other things written on this subject that 
one will find and read but they have been left out because no 


“ 45 Knowledge from Allah tSi, acquired without learning - [T] 


authentic chain of transmission could be found for them. They 
were also left out for brevity. 

Narrations stating the above-mentioned things are either 
da if (see footnote 83) or maqtu ' (see footnote 61). Some are 
also maudu (see footnote 85). These things have become famous 
among people. That is why we have explained them here to 
inform them (of its unreliability - [T]). 

KASHF AND ILHAM AND THEIR STATUS IN THE 

SHARIAH 

There are many mukashafaf 46 regarding Hadrat Mahdi 4k that 
are narrated from the luminaries. Many books mention these 
mukashafdt with great importance. Some people narrate these 
mukdshafdt with no caution whatsoever. They then gradually 
become famous among the people and then the people take it to 
be based on reliable sources. 

There are some mukashafdt, prophesies and sayings of 
luminaries of the recent past that are narrated. Leaving aside 
whether it is correct or not to attribute them to these luminaries 
of din, we only intend to explain the reality and status of kashf and 
ilhdm. 

The lexical meaning of kashf is 'to open'. The technical 
definition of kashf is 'the knowledge that Allah opens to 
somebody, whether it be a nabi or waif 47 , obedient or sinner, 
Muslim or non-Muslim, man or animal.' The implication of kashf 


Disclosures - [T] 

A very pious servant of All.ih - [T] 
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is general. However, according to our common usage, kashf is also 
special with the pious as ilhdm is. 

Although kashf and ilhdm differ in their comprehended 
meanings, and they are similar in implication, they are both 
Zanni 248 in the light of shari ah. 2 * 9 It is not wajib or desired to have 
iman in them. Kashf and ilhdm are neither part of the integrals of 
Islam nor are they part of the principles of din nor do they stand 
as proof of shari ah. The only thing that we can do is make a 
premature surmise of it that could or could not turn out to be 
reality. It is similar to the interpretation of dreams. 

A similar discussion is found in Khayr al Fatawa of 
Maulana Khayr Muhammad Jalandhari [vol.l pp.67-68]. It 
was written in reply to a request for a fatwa. 

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Yusuf Ludhiyanwi jypJz, has 
written the following in reply to a question regarding this, 

'The meaning of kashf is the disclosure of something. Ilhdm refers 
to something that is put in the heart and the meaning of bashdrat 
is glad-tidings, like seeing a good dream.' 

He further writes, 

Kashf, ilhdm and bashdrat is possible after the demise of 
Rasulullah $g, but it is not a proof of shari ah. Claims that it is 
indisputable cannot be made and no-one can claim that it must be 
believed.' 

He writes in reply to another question, 

'A person who is not a nabi can get kashf or ilhdm but it is not a 
proof. A ruling cannot be based on it. It will be judged in the light 
of shari ah. If it is correct, it will be accepted, otherwise not. This 


248 Zanni refers to anything that is of a grading other than Mutawdtir - [T] 

249 Disputable 


will be the case when the person follows the sunnah of Rasulullah 
gg and is an adherent of the shari ah. If a person lives against the 
sunnah of Rasulullah % then his claim of kashf and ilhdm is a 
devilish plot.' 250 

Kashf and ilhdm is not a proof in din and religion. The 
meaning of this is that the phenomenon of kashf is proven from 
authentic texts but there is possibility of error with regards to the 
specific time and place in the kashf of people other than the 
Ambiya'. Hadrat Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi jiS*- 
says, 

'There are three types of mukashafat. One is subject to divine 
working. Muslims and non-Muslims are on par in this type. One 
type is from the lauh e mahfu^ si . This is special with Muslims. 
However, the following verse (clarifies its reality - [T]), 



C— j c-Lto L <bl pwj 


Allah erases whatever He wills and keeps in place. With Him is the 
Mother of Books. [Surah arRad (Thunder) 13:39] 


One type is from the special knowledge of Allah . This is 
only for the ambiya!. There is possibility of error in the first two, 
but not in the third. This is because specification of place and 
time is by estimation, but the past, present and future are all the 
same in the knowledge of Allah $g. Therefore, the knowledge of 
the ambiyd' is pure from error. 252 


250 Ap ke Mask'll Aur un ka Hal vol. 1 pp.34-35 

251 The protected tablet - [T] 

25 * Arwah e ThalAtha p.295 
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There has been mukashafat of certain scholars about the 
specific year in which Hadrat Mahdi will emerge. However, 
they were proven wrong. Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ya qub 
Nanotwi writes in one of his letters 253 , 

'Some people of kashf think that the emergence of Mahdi and 
other promised signs of Qiyamah will take place in the next 
century. Some have said that this time is still far away. Allah 
knows best. It is unnecessary to state anything with regard to that 
which has been written after that. Whatever Allah wants, that will 
happen.' 254 

He writes in another letter 255 in the interpretation of 
a dream, 

What is surprising about meeting Imam Mahdi? One could attain 
it because many signs have become apparent. What is surprising if 
his emergence takes place in the first or second year of this 
century, in accordance to the kashf of the pious?' Allah knows 
best. 256 

We learn from the above that some people of kashf had 
kashf of the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi in 1301 or 1302. We 
are now in 1426 257 and Hadrat Mahdi has not yet emerged. 

The kashf of the friends of Allah will be considered when 
it is not in conflict with the Qur'an, Hadith, Ijmd and correct 
Qiyas. This is agreed upon by the former and latter day scholars as 
explained by Qadi Thana' ullah Panipatti i n Irshad ut 

253 Sent on 12 Shawwil 1294 

254 Maktiibat wa Bayad e Ya qubi p. 111 

255 Sent on 24 Dhu al Qa'dah 1299 * 

256 Ibid p.129 

257 This is the year when the original Urdu book was written. This translation is 
being prepared in 1431. — [T] 


Xdlibin'. To specify a year for the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 
is in conflict with the authentic musus 258 . The demand of the tiusui 
is that the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi <&> is kept hidden by Allah 
M. The time will come when this secret will be suddenly opened. 
This matter has been kept so secret that Hadrat Mahdi will not 
be aware of his own position just before his emergence. 259 

The difference between wahi, ilhdm and kashf can be 
understood in the following way, 

Wahl refers to only that knowledge which is placed in the heart of 
a nabi. It matters not in which way it happens. The scholars of 
Hadith have explained different types of wahi - Anyway, the 
knowledge of wahi is indisputable and it is necessary to believe in 
it. 

Ilhdm is that knowledge which is placed in a blessed heart 
that has a proper nature. This is without striving for it and 
deducing it. If the placing of this knowledge is in the heart of a 
nabi, then it is called wahi and it will be indisputable. If it is placed 
in the heart of anyone else, then it will called ilhdm according to 
common usage. This knowledge is zanni (see footnote 248). 

Another difference between wahi and ilhdm is that the 
wahi and ilhdm of the ambiya' consists of commands and 
prohibitions. Therefore, it is wajib for the nabi to propagate it. 
The ilhdm of the pious consists of glad-tidings and deep 
understanding. It is not wajib upon them to propagate their ilhdm. 
It is better for them to keep it hidden until a shar t or dint need 
arises. 


258 Clear texts of the Qur'an and Hadith - [T] 
279 Adapted from Fiqhijawahir vol.3 pp.84-85 
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Hadrat Mufti Mahmud Hasan Gangohi 4 **!;, once 
narrated an incident, 

'Twenty five years ago, one person told me that Imam Mahdi was 
born from such a time. Hadrat Mika’il $£> has informed me. He 
has not emerged yet. He indicated a cubit's length saying that it is 
equal to a cubit's length .' 260 

THE COMPANIONS OF HADRAT MAHDI 4® 

There are many signs and glad-tidings in the narrations regarding 
those fortunate Muslims who will get the opportunity to strive for 
universal imani revival together with Hadrat Mahdi <$>. 

1. His companions will be beloved to Allah and Allah will 
forgive them. 

2. Their hearts will be united. 

3. They will fear none but Allah 

4. The companions of Hadrat Mahdi 4 = will initially be weak as 
far as apparent strength is concerned. 

5. The 313 people that will pledge allegiance at his hands first, will 
be the highest in imdni status after the khayr al qurun (see 
footnote 145). 


260 Malfujat Faqih ul Ummah vol.9 p.55 
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6 . The companions of Hadrat Mahdi together with Hadrat Isd 

SSI will afterwards fight against the Jews in the final battle. 

7. One division of the troops of the companions of Hadrat Mahdi 
4- will fight against Dajjal. 

8 . The ka bah will be their place of safety. 

9. They will not be scared of anyone nor will they see somebody 
and become pleased. They will be involved in their pursuit. Their 
goal (to elevate the word of Allah tfe) will be of top priority. They 
will also be united. 

uUp Jp ^ ^1 ^ y \ 

jU* ‘ J*—I u) b\b- 1 ^^J| ^ t 

Jli vJ-l j, -u* jp i J4hJl J ^ t ^jj| 
t ol** : Aip 4i! Jp jUi ^x*I! ^ jLi <cp 
IS| t cUjII 

0^1 Jl V ‘ fcjb Ou 4i\ V U^J| gjis gjil'js Jl*; 

f+flr-j f. t sop Jp 4 ^ Jb-L Vj 

IjjjU- Jiill v Uw,I sop Jp_, 4 ^/l Vj 

. «L*.y£ Jp ^x>. IJU . 

£/oo£ 

It is narrated from Muhammad bin al Hanafiyyah, "We were by 
Ali 4b. One person asked him about the Mahdi. 'All 4 b said, 
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"Listen," He then made the sign of seven with his hands. He then 
said, "He will emerge in the final era in such conditions that if 
someone has to say, 'Allah, Allah', he will be killed. Allah will then 
gather such a nation tha* will be like clouds. All joined to one 
another. Allah will join tl eir hearts. They will not be scared by 
anyone nor will they become happy at the one who joins them. 
They will be equal in number to those who fought at Badr. No 
one in the past will be able to surpass them in rank (except those 
of the khayr al qurun (see footnote 145)), nor will anyone in the 
future catch up to them. They will be the same in number as the 
companions of Talut who crossed the river with him ." -61 

SPECIAL DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING THE 
COMPANIONS OF HADRAT MAHDI 4* IN THE 

ahAdith 

1. The army that Hadrat Mahdi will take from Madinah 
Munawwarah to Sham will consist of the most virtuous Muslims 
of the world at that time. The following is mentioned in Sahih 
Muslim, 

• £-1' y. J-*' 4* Cr* £.-r**i* 

YMVpj, vr-n r JL^ 

2. The martyrs in Sham will be the most virtuous martyrs after 
those of the era of Rasulullah M. The next part of the above- 
mentioned narration of £ahih Muslim states, 

I 
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X . <ul Xs- clJLgJLJl 

3. Those Muslims who flee the battlefields of Sham 262 due to the 
small number of Muslims and huge number of Christians will 
never be forgiven by Allah 

4. It is explained in the Hadith that the leader of the army at the 
time of the conquest of Constantinople will be very good, i.e. 
Hadrat Mahdi That army will also be very blessed. 

5. After the conquest of Constantinople, the lies of Dajjal will 
spread. Hadrat Mahdi 4* will sent a contingent of ten men in 
order to establish the truth regarding Dajjal. They will be the best 
people on the face of the earth at that time. 

ANSWER TO AN IMPORTANT QUESTION 

Will there be modern scientific inventions during the time of 
Hadrat Mahdi 4*, or will it be like former times? 

Many Muslims are confused over whether the world will 
return to previous ways or will modern scientific technology be 
present during (and after - [T]) the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 

Regarding this subject, (we quote - [T]) an answer 
written by Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Yusuf Ludhiyanwi 4 ^. 
(The following important question was posed to him - [T]) 


Mustadrak Hakim vol.4 p.554 


262 


One third of the army 




Question: 

I read your article 'Alamat e Qiydmat 1 in the daily ' Jang a63 . There 
is no doubt that the solution to every query is satisfactory and 
they are backed by references from the Quran and Hadith. This 
article also shows your knowledge and (depth of - [T]) research. 
However, we do not understand one aspect. After reading the 
article, one comes to the conclusion that horses, swords, bows 
and arrows etc. will be used in the war between (the Muslims 
comprising of - [T]) Hadrat Mahdi & and Hadrat Isa 8SSI 
against the non-Muslims and Christians. The armies will face one 
another in the battlefield like the times of before. 

You wrote that Hadrat Mahdi will send nine horsemen 
from Constantinople to Sham in order to find out about Dajjdl. It 
is as if there will be no aircraft. Then, Hadrat Isi 8s2B will destroy 
Dajjal using a spear. (Similarly, - [T]) when Yajuj and Majuj will 
cause corruption, then they will have bows and arrows, i.e. it will 
not be the era of guns, rifles, pistols and explosives. From the 
time that man set foot on earth, science has always been 
developing and before Qiyamah, it would have advanced in leaps 
(and bounds - [T]). 

The second point is that you have written that upon the 
command of Hadrat Isa $3, a few individuals will take refuge in 
the fort of Mount Tur in order to save themselves from the nation 
of Yajuj and Majuj. This implies that the rest of the people who 
became Muslims will be left to the mercy of Yajuj and Majuj. It is 
logical to assume that such a fort cannot accommodate so many 
people. I cannot remember a du a' that I read in one book that 
Rasulullah $§ prescribed to recite for protection from Dajjdl. 
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Write this du a' together with clarifying the above-mentioned 
points. 

Answer: 

The structure of civilization changes all the time. All would have 
suspected a person of being mad if he had to explain the 
communication systems and weapons that we have today, one 
hundred and fifty or two hundred years ago. Allah knows best as 
to whether this scientific technology will advance or will it 
commit suicide and the structure of civilization would return to 
the like of former times. 

The possibility of this second option always exists and the 
bodies of scientists tremble due to this. If this is the case, then no 
objection remains about the circumstances that will prevail 
during the era of Hadrat Mahdi and Hadrat Isa SsiSl. 

We have been commanded to recite Surah al Kahj (the 
Cave) on Fridays. Every Muslim should recite at least the first and 
last ten verses. The following du d' is narrated in the Ahadith, 

^jA ^ dJu-i jf-\ Q\ p^JUl 

<_i! J C>*il aixs ^ (j! jt-frlll. JU-jJl ^ja 

ru.mli iffui j>\ <£ wT. (.>11, p/lil jj. 

O Allah, verily I seek protection in You from the punishment of 
Jahannam, and I seek protection in You from the punishment of 
the grave, and I seek protection in You from thefitnah of Al Masih 
Ad Dajjdl. O Allah, verily I seek protection in You from thefitnah 


A newspaper published in Pakistan - [T] 
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of life and death. O Allah, verily I seek protection in You from sin 
and loss. 264 

Note: Some writers have referred to the equipment of war 
in the battles of Hadrat Mahdi in new terms. From this, we 
understand that later inventions will also be used in his victories. 
This is only speculation. Allah knows best what is to happen. 

PARTS OF THE INTERVIEW WITH HADRAT 
MUFT! MUHAMMAD RAFI' ‘UTHMAnI damat 

barakatuhu 

Question: 

Give us some guidance regarding the glad-tidings that Rasulullah 
% gave and provide an explanation that corroborates them. 

Answer: 

If we scrutinize the prophesies of Rasulullah then we learn that 
the politics, geography and the fast-changing conditions of the 
world are all taking the world to the time before the emergence of 
Hadrat Mahdi This entire field is being prepared for it. It is 
also proven from the narrations that there will be great difference 
of opinion among the Muslims during the time of Hadrat Mahdi 
*&>. He will end the differences and the Islamic khilafah will 
once again be established. The head of this khilafah will be Hadrat 
Mahdi Apparently, this time does not seem far away. 

Question: 1 


' M Ap ke Masa i 1 Aur un ka Hal vol.I pp.268-269 


The emergence of Dajjal is also said to concurrently occur with 
the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi <&>? 

Answer: 

It will be a trying time for the entire ummah. It will not be a time 
of disgrace for the ummah because the Muslims will be united 
under the flag of one leader and the truth will be open before 
them. The decision of Hadrat Mahdi will stand as the truth and 
whatever is in conflict with it is baseless. They will not have the 
trouble we currently face, difficulty in deciding on who is correct. 
We acknowledge that many lives will be lost and great sacrifice 
will be given. However, there will not be wrangling and disgrace. 
Muslims will die honourably. 265 

Mufti Muhammad Rafi has written an article on this 
subject titled, Ambiya ki sar Zamin me Chand Roz'. It was 
published in separate parts in Al Balagh. The fifth part is 
indispensable in our study. He writes, 

'Some signs of Qiyamah are: 

Most of the land stolen from the Muslims by the Israilis were 
seen together with the historical places we visited in Jordan. The 
hearts which have been wounded due to evil actions from before, 
when witnessing these places themselves, suffer injury upon 
injury. (Therefore, - [T]) we are suffering injury upon injury 
when looking at these events. If we look at the fast changing world 
and the way in which it is changing in the last sixty years, 
especially in the Middle East, in the light of the signs explained by 
Rasulullah sfe, then we clearly realize that the world is now moving 
rapidly towards Qiyamah. 


" 65 Al Baldgh vol.6 no. 11, January 2004 
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At every step of the journey through Jordan and Syria, we 
see that the field for Imam Mahdi's emergence and the war 
against Dajjal is being prepared. (Similarly, - [T]) the killing of 
Dajjal immediately after the descension of Hadrat 'Is&^SS during 
this battle as well as the mass killing of the Jews - which the Jews 
are unknowingly preparing themselves — is before us. Well before 
the time of Rasulullah % Nebuchadnezzar defeated the Jews 
and they were dispersed all over the world in disgrace. This was 
their condition until approximately 60 years ago. Now, after 
thousands of years, they are coming from all parts of the world to 
Palestine. In other words, they are gathering at the place where 
they will be killed. They are making it apparent that they are busy 
in making the work of the army of Hadrat Isa and Hadrat 
Mahdi <&> very easy. In the words of my honourable father 766 , 
'where will Hadrat Isa 8S§t go looking for them throughout the 
world?' 

We learn that the Jews take Dajjal to be their leader. What 
is surprising to note is that they are waiting for him at the place 
where he will come and be killed - in accordance to the prophesy 
of Rasulullah & One of our hosts - Hasan Yusuf, who was 
mentioned many times before — is from among the original 
residents of Palestine. He migrated from there approximately 25 
to 30 years ago and is now living in Amman. He told us that he 
went to a city called 'Ludd' during a tabligh journey to Palestine. 
This city is close to Jerusalem. He saw a big gate called 'Bab 
Ludd 1267 . The Isra ill administration wrote the following line on 
this gate, i 

266 Mufti Muhammad Shafi' jife- 

267 The door of Ludd 
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The king of peace (Dajjal) will emerge here 
Now, study a Hadith in which Rasulullah mentioned 
the details of the descent of Hadrat Isa close to Qiyamah. 
This Hadith has been narrated through very authentic chains and 
three sahabah and one mother of the believers - Hadrat A'isha 
radiyallahu anha - has narrated it. Rasulullah said, 

<■ . aJLdLi t jJ <_ )Lj aSjJL 

Jj?"I i <U>-Lo <■ y 

He will look for him until he finds him at Bab Ludd. He will then kill 
him. 268 

We traveled in the vehicle of another one of our hosts - 
Ali Hasan Ahmad al Bayari, a famous businessperson of Irbid 
who is also linked to the effort of tabligh - in the journey from 
Amman to Irbid. His father is also among the original residents of 
Palestine. In fact, he was a resident of this very 'Ludd'. He 
migrated from there in 1948 and came here (to Irbid ) - [T]). All 
Hasan Ahmad al Bayari was born here in 1951. Upon return from 
our tour, he hosted us in his magnificent house. In an enjoyable 
discussion, he narrated an incident of his. In 1980, he spent ten 
days in his hometown of Ludd. He said that there is a well at Bab 
Ludd. The Isrd'ili administration wanted to destroy this well in 
order to make way for a road. However, bulldozers and other 
machinery could not destroy this well. They were forced to build 
the road around this well. Now, the following line is written there, 

268 Sahib Muslim, Sunan Abu Dawtid, Jami' Tirmidhi, Sunan Ibn Majah, Musnad 
Ahmad 
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This is a historical site 

This very All Hasan Ahmad al Bayari told us of his cousin 
who has great interest in the signs of Qiydmah. His cousin went to 
Ludd. He saw a palace there being built by the Isrd'ilis for their 
'king of peace' (Dajjal). 

A WORTHY ACTION OF MAULAnA RAFI' UD DIN 

Hadrat Maulana Raff ud Din - the first principal of Dar ul 
\Jlum Deoband and a luminary of the Naqshbandi family - 
migrated to Makkah Mukarramah. He passed away there and is 
buried there too. He came to know of the Hadith in which it was 
mentioned that Rasulullah M gave the keys of the Ka bah to the 
Shaybi family. Therefore, even if all the families of Makkah 
Mukarramah were to be destroyed, the Shaybi family would 
survive until the Day of Qiydmah. 

Subsequently, Maulana Raff ud Din thought of a 
strange plan of action. (He thought - [T]) that if this family is to 
remain until Qiydmah, then they will definitely still be in existence 
during the era of the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi <&>■ When 
Hadrat Mahdi will emerge, then he will sit leaning against the 
Ka bah while the Muslims will pledge allegiance at his hands. The 
keys of the Ka bah will be with the Shaybi family. So, he took a 
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small Qur'an 269 , a sword and wrote a letter addressed to Hadrat 
Mahdi <&>. The subject matter of the letter was as follows, 

'The lowly one, Raff ud Din Deobandi is present in Makkah 
Mu'azzamah. You are busy preparing for jihad. You have such 
mujahidin with you who will be rewarded like the mujahidin of 
Badr. This Qur'an is a gift to you from Raff ud Din and give this 
sword to one of the mujahidin so that he may participate in the 
battle on my behalf. I will thus be rewarded too. 

I have given these three items to the Shaybi family and I 
have told them that your family will remain until Qiydmah. This is 
a trust for the Mahdi *&>. When you pass away, then make a 
bequest to those who will replace you. Tell them to make the 
same bequest to those who will come after them. Every 
generation should make this bequest to the next until this trust 
reaches Hadrat Mahdi <£e. 270 

THE BEQUEST OF HADRAT ABU HURAYRAH 

i l l (jj—jS p-ij* D* ^ J 

j i «oLo j (J ( Jj>-j jt- <1)1 dllj-j t £sA>j jjJliU j 

Il y . aJLfr <1)1 y) JU* <I) 

#1—SJl t I J y oI Jla 

“ 69 The Urdu word has various translations. One of them is ’small Qur’an 1 , 
another is 'a sword belt hung from the shoulders', and another is 'a necklace of 
flowers'. Allah tSf knows best - [T] 

2711 KhuibSt Hakim ul Islam vol.2 p.98 
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(1)1 (J—^ ll— 0 Ul OLs l j»J L**J Ajp <U)I <ill (Jj-* J ^jP 

^ ^ ^ ^ (jtjJL! _ iI . a~1p Ijl ji\j ^Jj«j pj^juaJj oLaJI 

HI 

It is narrated from Hadrat Abu Hurayrah «&> - in marfu form - h& 
bin Maryam will descend and he will break the cross, he will kill the 
pig and abrogate jizya. Allah ■§£, will destroy Dajjal in his time and 
the word of Allah M will be established. Hadrat Abu Hurayrah «$> 
says, "Do you not find me advanced in age ? My ribs are almost 
touching each other because of old age. It is my desire that my death 
does not come until I do not meet him (Hadrat Isa >&) and I will 
narrate to him the Ahadith ofRasulullah M and he will verify it. If I 
pass away before meeting him and you meet him, then give the 
message of my salam to him." 



I 
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DU A' 

We stretch our hands in du a' before Allah M, asking Him to 
accept this work. May He make it a means of gaining the correct 
recognition of Hadrat Mahdi *&, and may He accept us to raise 
His word together with him (Hadrat Mahdi *&>). 

OjI ilLl b L*lp «Jj l CjI Ua J;S7 bjj 

Cr° aaU- jo- (JbJ <bl i ^ I 

0y»l . Jl jL-?-b 

Mahmud Sulayman Hafizji (Bardoli), Makkah Mukarramah - in 
whose precincts this pious servant (Hadrat Mahdi - [T]) will 
emerge in accordance to the glad-tidings ofRasulullah M. 
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About the Book 

The subject of Mahdi has attracted 
the attention of both Muslims and 
non-Muslims alike worldwide in 
recent times. Tens of theories have 
been brought to the fore throughout 
history with many people even 
deciding on the date of the emergence 
of the Mahdi. The author has 
presented the summary of great 
research that deals exclusively with 
the authentic information given by 

wv in the Ahadith. He 
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has also refuted the false and 
fabricated information put out by 
ignorant individuals and deviated 
groups. Great scholars have lent 
credence to this masterpiece. Allah 
willing, it will serve to inform, 
enlighten and inspire. 
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